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PREFACE. 


TIE ſermon which gave riſe to the 
publication of theſe, having been offered 
to the world as a ſermon of Yorick's, I 
hope the moſt ſerious reader will find 
nothing to offend him, in my continuing 
theſe volumes under the ſame title : leſt 
it ſhould be otherwiſe, I have added a 
ſecond title page, with the real name of 
the author :—the firſt will ſerve the 
bookſeller's purpoſe, as Yorick's name 
is poſſibly of the two the more known; 
—and the ſecond will eaſe the minds of 
thoſe who ſee a jeſt, and the danger 
which lurks under it, where no jeſt 
was meant. = 


I svPPOSsE it is needleſs to inform the 
public, that the reaſon of printing theſe 
ſermons, ariſes altogether from the fa- 
vourable reception which the ſermon 
given as a ſample of them in TrIisTRAaM 
SHANDY met with from the world.— 

| k 5 


VI PREFACE. 


That ſermon was printed by itſelf forae 
years ago, but could find neither pur- 

chaſers nor readers; ſo that I apprehend- 
ed little hazard from a promiſe I made 
upon its republication, ** That if the 
« ſermon was liked, theſe ſhould be alſo 
sc at the world's-ſferyice;”* which, to be 

as good as my word, they are here; and 
J pray to Gop, they. may do it. the ſer- 
vice I wiſh. I have little to ſay in their 
behalf, except this, that not one of them 
was compoled with any thoughts of be- 
ing. printed; they have been haſtily 
written, and carry the marks of it along 
with them. —This may be no recommen- 
dation ;—I mean it, however, as ſuch: 
for, as the ſermons turn chiefly upon 
philanthropy, and thoſe kindred virtues 
to it, upon which hang all the law and 
the prophets, I truſt they will be no leſs 
Felt, or worſe received, for the evidence 
they bear, of proceeding more from the 
Heart than the head. I have nothing to 
add, but that the reader, upon old and 

beaten ſubjects, muſt not look for many 
new thoughts—it is well if he has nevr 
language: in three or four paſlages, 
where he has neither the one nor the 
other, I have quoted the author I made 
free with,—There are ſome other yat- 
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| Tages, where I ſuſpect 1 may have taken 


the ſame liberty ;—but it is only ſuſpi- 


cion, for I do net remember it is fo, 


otherwiſe I ſhould have reſtored them to 
their proper owners; fo that J put it in 
here, more as a general ſaying, than 
from a conſciouſneſs of having much to 
anſwer for upon that fcore, In this, 
however, and every thing elſe which I 
offer, or fhall offer to the world, I reſt, 
with a heart much at eaſe, upon the pro- 
tection of the humane and candid, from 
whom I have received many favours, for 


which I beg leave to return them thanks 
—thanks. | 
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SERMON I. 
INQUIRY AFTER HAPPINESS. 


PSALM iv. 5, 6.— There be many that ſay, is ill 
ſhrew us any goed ? —— Lord, lift thou up the light of 


thy countenance upon us. 


f | HE great purſuit of . is after hap- 
| pineſs : it is the firſt and ſtrongeſt de- 


fire of his nature: —in every ſtage of his life 
he ſearches for it as for hid treafure ;—courts 
it under a thouſand different ſhapes ;—and, 
though perpetually diſappointed —ſtill perſiſts 
VD runs after, and inquires for it afreſh—aſks 
every paſſenger who comes in his way, Who 

* wlll ſhow him any good - who will aſſiſt him 


in the attainment of it, or direct him to the 
diſcovery of this great end of all his wiſhes ? 
He is told by one, to fearch for it amongſt 


the more gay and youthful pleaſures of life, 


in ſcenes of mirth and ſprightlineſs, where 
happineſs ever preſides, and is ever_ to be 
known by the joy and laughter which he will 
ſee at once painted in her looks. 

A ſecond, with a graver aſpect, points out 
to the coſtly dwellings which pride and extra- 
vagance have erected: — tells the inquirer, that 


the objec} he 3g in ſearch of inbebite there; 
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—that happineſs lives only in company with 
the great, in the midſt of much pomp and 
outward ſtate: that he will eaſily find her 
out by the coat of many colours ſhe has on, 
and the great luxury, and expence of equi- 


page and furniture with which ſhe always fits 


ſurrounded. | 

The miſer bleſſes God !—wonders how any 
ene would miſlead, and wilfully put him up- 
on ſo wrong a ſcent—convinces him that hap- 
pineſs and extravagance never inhabited under 
the ſame roof; —that if he would not be diſ- 
appointed in his ſearch, he muſt look into the 
plain and thrifty dwelling of the prudent 


man, who knows and underſtands the worth 
of money, and cautiouſly lays it up againſt + 
an evil hour : that it is not the proſtitution 


of wealth upon the paſſions, or the parting 


with it at all, that conſtitutes happineſs, — 


but that it is the keeping together, and the 


HAVING and HOLDING it faſt to him and his 


heirs for ever, which are the chief attributes 


that form this great idol of human worſhip, 7 
to which ſo much incenſe is offered up every |# 


day. | 


The epicure, though he eafily re&ifies ſo 5 
groſs a miſtake, yet at the ſame time he plun- 
ges him, if poſſible, into a greater; for, hear- } 
jag the object of his purſuit to be happineſs, 
and knowing of no other happineſs than wha:. | 


is j2ated immediately in the ſenſes he ſends 
the inquirer there ;—tells him, it is in vais 
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to ſcarch elſewhere for it, than where Nature 
herſelf has placed it—in the indulgence and 


? gratification of the appetites, which are given 


us for that end: and, in a word, —if he will 
not take his opinion in the matter—he may 


truſt the word of a much wiſer man, who has 
agaſſured us— that there is nothing better in this 
world, than that a man ſhould eat and drink, 
and rejoice in his works, and make his ſoul 


enjoy good in his labour; for that is his por 


To reſcue him from this brutal experiment, 


Ambition takes him by the hand, and car- 
ries him into the world, —ſhows him all the 
kingdoms of the earth and the glory of them, 
P points out the many ways of advancing his 
fortune, and raiſing himſelf to honour—lays 
before kis eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and aſks if there can 
de any happincſs in this world like that of be- 


foe ing careſſed, courted, flattered and followed? 


To cloſe all, the philoſopher meets him 


in buſtling in the full career of this purſuit— 
very: :: 


Hops him—tells him, if he is in ſearch of 
$ happineſs, he is far gone out of his way. 


That this deity has long been baniſhed 
from noiſe and tumults, where there was no 
reſt found for her, and was fled into ſolitude, 


40" far from all commerce of the world; and, in 
W 2 | 


ee if he would ſind her, he muſt leave 
this buſy and intriguing ſcene, and go back 
Hol. 1, 5 5 l 5 : | 


from which he at firſt ſet out. 


* 
SERMON I. 
to that peaceful ſcene of retirement and books, 


In this circle too often does man run; 
tries all experiments, and generally ſits down 
weary and diſſatisned with them all at laſt— 


in utter deſpair of ever accompliſhing chat 


he wants— nor knowing what to truſt to, af- 


ter ſo many diſappointments, or where to lay 
the fault ; whether in the incapacity of his | 
on nature, or the inſufficieney of the enjoy . 


ments themſelves. 
In this uncertain and perplexed ſtate— 


without knowledge which way to turn, or /, 
where to betake ourſelves for refuge—ſo of- 


ten abuſed and deceived by the many wie 


pretend thus to ſhow vs any good—Loko ! 


ſays the pfalmiſt, lift up the light of my 


countenance upon us. Send us ſme ravs of 


* 


thy grace and heavenly wiſdom in this *. 3 


nighted ſearch after happineſs, to direct vs 


ſafely to it. O Gop! let us not wander oy it 


ever without a guide in this dark region, in 
endleſs purſuit of our miſtaken good; bot 4 
enlighten our eyes that we ſleep not in death 


—open to them the comforts of thy holy 


word and religion—lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us—and make us know the 
joy and ſatisfaction of living in the true falth 


and fear of Thee, which only can carry us 


. to this haven of reſt where we would be 


that ſure haven Where true joys are to be 
found, which will at length not only anave: 
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1 a1 eur expectations but ſatisfy the moſt un- : 


3 ä 

5 bounded of our wiſhes for ever and ever. 
The words thus opened, naturally reduce 

8385 ſcourſi 

„ he remaining part of the diſcourſe under two 

1 ? heads—The firſt part of the verſe ! there 


A Wn be many that ſay, who will ſhow us any 
FF «6 good? To make ſome refle&ions upon 
| the inſufficieney of moſt of our enjoyments 


lay 

14 x towards the attainment of happineſs, upon 

"Toy Home of the moſt received plans on which it 

26; ie generally ſought, 

"IN The examination of which will hk us up 
to the ſource, and true ſecret of all happineſs, 

1, or f 0 

„ of. ſuggelted to us in the latter part of the verſe 


. * Losd ! lift thou up the light of thy 
ag by countenance upon us.” That there can 


j 

7 hy be no real happineſs without religion and vir- 
W zue, and the aſſiſtance of Gop's grace and 
£ be- oly Spirit to direct our lives in the true 
3 Purſuit of it. 


” r Let us inquire into the diſappointments of 
in 4 zuman happineſs, on ſome of the moſt receiv- 
> but 4 ed plans on which it is generally ſought for 
death nd expected by the bulk of mankind. 

„holy There is hardly any ſubject more exhauſted, 
of thy dr which, at one time or other, has afforded 
w the Paore matter for argument and declamation, 
e faith] han this one, of the inſufficiency of our en- 


oyments. Scarce a reformed ſenſualiſt, from 


rry us 
85 Bolomon down to our own days, who has not, 
to Lf? ſome fits of repentance or diſappointment, 
afro tered ſome ſharp reflection upon the empti- 
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"neſs of human pleaſure, and of the vanity of 


vanities which diſcovers itſelf in all the pur- 
ſuits of mortal man.— But the miſchief has 
been, that, thongh ſo many good things 
have been ſaid, they have generally had the 
fate to be conſidered, either as the overflow- 
ings of diſguſt from ſated appetites, which 
could no longer reliſh the pleaſures of life, or 
as the declamatory opinions of recluſe and 
ſplenetick men, who had never taſted them at 


all, and conſequently were thought no judges 


of the matter. So that it is no great won- 


der, if the greateſt part of ſuch reflections, 


however juſt in themſelves, and founded on. 


truth and a knowledge of the world, are 


found to leave little impreſſion, where the 


imagination was already heated with great 
expectations of future happineſs ; and that 
the beſt lectures that have been read upon the 


vanity of the world, fo ſeldom ſtop a man ir 
the purſuit of the object of his deſire, or give 

him half the conviction that the poſſeſſion of f 
it will, and what the experience of his own 4 
life, or a careful obſervation upon the life of 
others, do at length generally confirm to us 


all. 


the 1 of mankind are not to be account- 


Let us endeavour then to try the cacly up- 4 
on this iſſue; and, inſtead of recurring to 
the common arguments, or taking any one's | 
word in the caſe, let us truſt to matter of 
fact; and if, upon inquiry, it 2ppears that 
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: { el for upon any other principle but this, of 
oe { the inſufficiency of our enjoyments, it will go 

7 farther towards the eſtabliſhment of the truth 
} { of this part of the diſcourſe, than a thou- 
. ſand ſpeculative arguments which might be 
he offered upon the occaſion. 
No, if we take a ſurvey of the life of 
ich man, from the time he is come to reaſon, to 


the lateſt decline of it in old age—we ſhall 
yon \ find him engaged, aud generally hurried on in 
| ac 


ſuch a ſucceſſion of different purſuits and dif- 
ges ferent opinions of things, through the diffe- 
rent ſtages of his life —as will admit of no ex- 


„ plication but this, that he finds no reſt for 
on the ſole of his foot on any of the plans where 
ar” he has been led to expect it. 
the The moment he is got looſe from tutors 
reat and governors, and is left to judge for him- 
that felf, and purſue this ſcheme his own way 
the His farſt thoughts are generally full of the 
a ur "kn happineſs which he is going to enter 
give | upon, from the free enjoyment of the plea- 
not ſures in which he ſees others of his age and 
own k ortune engaged. 
e In conſequence of this take notice how 
0 us his imagination is caught by every glittering 
appearance that flatters this expectation —ob- 
- UP- ſerve what impreſſions are made upon his ſen- 
g do Wes, by diverſions, muſic, dreſs and beauty 
one 3 nd how his ſpirits are upon the wing—flying 
er of Wo eagerly in purſuit of them, that you would 
_ think he could never have enough. 
ount- | 
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Leave him to himſelf a few years, till the 
edge of appetite is worn down—and you will 
fcarce know him again. You will find him 
entered into engagements, and ſetting up for 
a man of buſineſs and conduct, talking of no 


other happineſs but what centres in project? 


of making the moſt of this world, and pro- 
viding for his children and childrens children 
after them. Examine his notions: he will 
tell you, that the gayer pleaſures of youth 
are fit only for thoſe who know not how to 
diſpoſe of themfelves and time to better ad- 
vantage: that however fair and promiſing 
they might appear to a man unpractiſed in 
them they were no. better than a life of fol- 
ly and impertinence; and, ſo. far from an- 
fxering your expectation of happineſs, it was 
well if you eſcaped. without pain: — that in e- 
very experiment he had trigd, he had found 
more bitter than ſweet; and for the little 
pleaſure one could ſnatch it too often left a 
terrible ſting behind it: befides, did the ba- 


lance ly on the other ſide, he would tell * 


there could be no true ſatisfaction where 
hfe runs on in ſo giddy a circle, out of which 


a wife man ſhould extricate himſelf as foon as 1 


he can, that he may begin to look forwards ; 


—-that it becomes a man of character and 


conſequence to lay aſide childiſh things, to 


take care of his intereſts, to eſtabliſh the for- 
tune of his family, and place it out of wan: | 
and dependence: and, in a Word, is tlirr: 13 
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bach a thing as bappineſs upon an it muſt 
{ conſiſt in the accompliſhment of this; and, 
for his own part, if God ſhould proſper his 
Jendearours ſo as to be worth fuch a fum, or 
to be able to bring ſuch a point to bear—he 


4 > ſhall be one of the happieſt of the ſons of 
men. 
es plots—contrives—riſes early —late takes 


In full aſſurance of this, on he drudg- 


reſt, and eats the bread of carefulneſs; till, 


» 4IP 
wes 
+I | 


at length, by hard labour and perſeverance, 
he bas reached, if not outgone, the object 
+ he had firſt in view. 
far—if he is a plain and ſincere man, he will 
make no ſcruple to acknowledge truly what 
alteration he has found in himſelf ; —if you 


When he has got thus 


aſk him—he will tell you, that his imagina- 
tion painted ſomething before his eyes, the 
reality of which he has not yet attained to: 


that with all the accumulation of his wealth, 


be neither lives the merr ier, ſleeps tlie found- 
her, or has lefs care and anxiety upon his ſpi- 
3 T;ts than at his firſt ſetting out. 


O 


Perhaps you will fay, ſome dignity, ho- 


3 our or title, only is wanting—Oh ! could I 


ett then for me to wiſh, good Gop ! how 
S appy ſhould I be ?—T: is kl the ſame :—the 


Þ<compliſh that, as there would be nothing 


D 


Eignity or title — though they crown his head 


4 


ith honour 
Happineſs. 


add not one cubit to his 
Upon ſumming up the account, 


ul, all is found to be ſeated merely in the ima- 


| mation 


The faſter he has . the faſt- 
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er the phantom fled before him; and, to uſe 
the Satyriſt's compariſon of the chariot-wheels 
—hafte as they will, they mult for ever keep 
the ſame diſtance. 

But what? though T have been thus far 
diſappointed in my expectations of happineſs 


from the poſſeſſion of riches “ Let me try 


« whether J ſhall not meet with it in the 
&« ſpending and faſhionable enjoyment of 
« them. 

| Behold ! I vil get me down, and make 


me great works, and build me houſes, and 


plant me vineyards, and make me gardens and 
pools of water. And J will get me ſervants 


and maidens; and whatſoever my eyes defire, 


] will not keep from them. 

In profecution of this—he drops all pain- 
ful purſuits —withdraws himſelf from the bu- 
iy part of the world —realiſes—pulls down 
builds up again.—Buys ſtatues, pictures 
plants, and 7 plucks up by the roots—levels 
mountains, and fills 1 vallies — turns rivers 
into dry ground, and dry ground into rivers 
— Says unto this man, Go, and he goeth; - 
and unto another, Do this, and he doeth it: 
— and what ſoever his ſoul luſteth after of this 
kind, he withholds not from it. When eve- 
ry thing is thus planned by himſelf, and exe- 
cuted according to his wiſh and direction, 
Jurely he is arrived to the accompliſhment of 
his wiſnes, and has got to the fummit of all 
numan happine! 8 ? Let the meft fortunate 
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adventurers in this way anſwer the queſtion 
for him, and ſay—how often it riſes higher 
than a bare and ſimple amuſement—and well, 
if you can compound for that—fince it is of- 
ten purchaſed at ſo high a price, and ſo ſour- 
ed by a mixture of other incidental vexations, 
as to become too often a work of repentance; 
® which in the end will extort the ſame ſorrow- 
ful confeſſion from him, which it did from 
Solomon in the like caſe—Lo! I looked on 
all the works that my hands had wrought, 
and on the labour that I had Jaboured to do 
Sand behold all was vanity and vexation of 
I ſpirit—and there was no profit to me under 
the ſun. 5 
3 To inflame this account the more — it will 
be no miracle, if, upon cafting it up, he has 
gone farther lengths than he firſt intended 
run into expences which have entangled' his 
fortune, and brought himſelf into ſuch diffi- 
I cultics as to make way for the laſt experiment 
he can try—and that is to turn miſer, with 
no happinefs in view but what is to riſe out of 
A the little defigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon 
I ſaving and ſcraping up all he has injudiciouſ- 
Ir ſpent, | | 
In this laſt ſtage —behold him a poor trem- 
A bling wretch, ſhut up from all mankind— 
ſinking into utter contempt ; ſpending care- 
ful days and ſleepleſs nights in purſuit of what 
a narrow and contracted heart can never en- 
Joy :—And let us here leave him to the con- 
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viction he will one day find —That there is no 


our appetites, and the impreſſions of a thou- 


- This, I contend, is only to be found in reli- 


ſure and certain hopes of a better life, which 
brightens all our proſpects, and leaves no 


: hell. 


end of his labour—That his eyes will never 
be ſatisfied with riches, or will ſay For 'F#* 
whom do I labour and bereave myſelf of reſt ; AT 
—— This is alſo a ſore travel. RF 

1 believe this is no uncommon picture of $ 
the diſappointments of human life—and the 
manner our pleaſures and enjoyments ſlip from }; 
under us in every ſtage of our life. And 
though I would not be thought by it, as if 1 
was denying the reality of pleaſures, or diſ- F- 
puting the being of them, any more than | 
one would the reality of pain—yet I muſt 
obſerve on this head, that there is a plain di- 


ſtinction to be made betwixt pleaſure and hap- | 


pineſs. For though there can be no happi- ® 
neſs without pleaſure—yet the converſe of the 
propoſition will not hold true, —We are ſo $ 
made, that from the common pratifications of F 


ſand objects, we ſnatch the one, like a tran- 
ſient gleam, without being ſuffered to taſte 4 
the other, and enjoy that perpetual ſunſhine 
and fair weather which conſtantly attend it. 


gion in the conſciouſneſs of virtue and tie 
room to "dread diſappointments — becauſe the | 


expectation of it is built upon a rock, whoſe | 
foundations are as deep as thoſe of heaven and 
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8 no 
ever || And though, in our pilgrimage through 
For this world — ſome of us may be ſo fortunate 
elt > i Us to meet with ſome clear fountains by the 
Fray, that may cool, for a few moments, the 
. of heat of this great thirſt of happineſs - yet our 
the \ Bavious, who knew the world, though he 
a njoyed but little of it, tells us, that whoſo- 
And } ver drinketh of this water will thirſt again: 
if 1 and we all find by experience it is ſo, and 
gif. Y $by reaſon that it always muſt be ſo. 
than i I conchude with a ſhort obſervation upon 
muſt Solomon's evidence in this caſe. 
u 4: Never did the buſy brain of a lean and 
bap- aectic chymilt ſearch for the philoſopher's 
ppi⸗ tone with more gn and ardour, than this 
f the Preat man did after happineſs—He was one 
3 t the wiſeſt inquirers into Nature had tried 
ns of Ell her powers and capacities, and, after a 
"IR houſand vain ſpeculations and vile experi- 
AY ents, he affirmed, at length, it lay hid in 
tafte Po one thing he had tried like the chymick's 
ſhine projections, all had ended 1n ſmoke, or, what 
d it. Nas worſe, in vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
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The conclufion of the whole matter was 
this—that he adviſes every man who would 
de happy, to fear God and Keep his com- 
nandments, 
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THE HOUSE OF FEASTING, AND - THE | 


HOUSE. OF MOURNING, DESCRIBED, 


Ecerxs. vii. 2» 3. WO us better to go to the bouſe of 
mourning, than to the bouſe of Tata. 


HAT I er en let us hear che wiſe | 


man's reaſoning upon it—for that is 
the end of all men, and the living will lay it to 
his Heart. ſorrow i is better than N 
a crack-brain'd order of Carthuſian monks, I 
grant, but not for men of the world. For 
what purpoſe, do you imagine, has Gop 


made us? for the ſocial ſweets of the well- | 


watered vallies where he has planted us, or 


for the dry and diſmal deſerts of a Sierra 


Morena Are the fad accidents of life, and 
the uncheery hours which perpetually over- 
take us, are they not enough, but we muſt 
fally forth in gueſt of them—belie our own 


hearts, and ſay, as your text would have us, | 


that they are better than thoſe of joy? Did 
the beſt of beings fend us into the world for 
this end t go weeping through it to vex 
and ſhorten a 5 le, ſhort and vexatious enough 
already? do you think, my good preacher, 
that he who is * happy, can envy us 
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our enjoyments ? or that a being, ſo infinite- 
ly kind, would grudge a mournful traveller 
the ſhort reſt and refreſhments neceſlary to 
38 ſſupport his ſpirits through the ſtages of a 
 Fwveary pilgrimage ? or that he would call him 
Ito a ſevere reckoning, becauſe in his way he 
had haſtily ſnatched at ſome little fugacious. 
Fpleaſures, merely to ſweeten his uneaſy jour- 
Iney of life, and reconcile him to the rugged- 
. neſs of the road, and the many hard joſtlings 
Ihe is ſure to meet with? Conſider, I beſeech 
Jyou, what proviſion and accommodation, the 
| Author of our being has prepared for us, 

9 that we might not go on our way forrowing— 
For how many caravanſeras of reſt—what powers 
and faculties he has g given us for taking it 
what apt obſects he has placed i in our way to 
entertain us; —ſome of which he. has made 
o fair, ſo exquiſitely fitted for this end, that 

hey have power over us, for a time, to charm 
Eway the ſenſe of pain, to cheer up the de- 
jected heart under poverty and ſickneſs, and 
make it go and remember its miſeries no 


muſt more. 

own I will not contend, at preſeat, . this 
V8» Whetorick ; I would chan rather for a mo- 
Did ent, to go on with the allegory, and ſay 
for Nye are travellers, and, in the moſt affecting 
vex enſe of that idea, that, like travellers, 
a hough upon buſineſs of the laſt and neareſt 
cher, 


oncern to us, we may ſurely be allowed to 


1 us _ - with _ natural QL Artificial 
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rand we are ſent upon; and if we can ſo or- 


| happineſs, towards which we haſten, and that 


* 


beauties of the country we are paſſing dens, 4 
without reproach of forgetting the main er- 


der it, as not to be led out of the way, rk 
the variety of proſpects, edifices, and ruins, i 
which ſolicit us, it would be a nonſenſical If 
piece of ſaint-errantry to ſhut our eyes. * 

But let us not loſe fight of the argument, [nc 
in purſuit of the fimile. a Atr⸗ 

Let us remember, various as our excurfionsl e 
are, — that we have {till ſet our faces towards Pap 
Jeruſalem that we have a place of reſt and} 


the way to get there, i is not ſo much to 2 
our hearts, as to improve them in virtue: 
that mirth and feaſting are uſvally no friends la 
to achievements of this kind—but that a ſea- NV 
ſon of affliction is in ſome fort a ſeafon oſſſſtil 
piety not only becauſe our ſufferings are apt] 
to put us in mind of our ſins,” but that by 
the check an interruption which they give! 
to our purſuits, they allow us, what the hur- 
ry and buſtle of the world too often denyFec 
us,—and that is, a little time for reflection 
which is all that moſt of us want, to make 
us wiſer and better men ;—that at certain|rc 
times, it is ſo neceſſary a man's mind ſhould be] ac 
turned towards itſelf, that, rather than want 
occaſione, he had better purchaſe them at the 


expence of his preſent happineſs— he had bet e 


ter, as the text expreſſes it, go to the houſe 5 0 
mourning, Where he will mect with ſomething 


IF 
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o ſubdue his paſſions, than to the houſe of feaſt- 
ag, where the joy and gaiety of the place is 
ikely to excite them: — That whereas the en- 
ertaiuments. and careſſes of the one place, 
xpoſe his heart, and lay it open to tempta- 
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nd us naturally ſhut them from it. 80 
e is ſo framed; that he cannot but purſue 
tappineſs—and. yet, unleſs. he is made ſome- 
imes miſerable, -- how apt is he to miſtake the 
ray which can only lead him to the accom- 
pliſhment of his own wiſhes! _ 

This is the full force of the wiſe man's de- 
laration,—But to do farther juſtice to his 
vords, I will endeavour to bring the ſubject 
till nearer—For which purpoſe it will be ne- 
eſſary to ſtop here, and take a tranſient view 
df the two places here referred to, the houſe 
pf Mourning, and the houſe of Feaſting, — 
ive me leave therefore, I beſeech you, to 
ecal both of them for a moment to your 
maginations, that from thence I may appeal 
o your hearts, how faithfully, and upon what 
grounds, the effects and natural operations of 
ach upon our minds are intimated in the 
ext. e 

And firſt, let us look into the houſe of 
eafting. | 1 
And here, to be as fair and candid as poſ- 
ble in the deſcription of this, we will not 
axe it from the worſt originals, ſuch as are 


C 2 
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opened merely for the ſale of virtue, and ſo 
calculated for the end, that the diſguiſe each $ 
is under, not only gives power ſafely to drive Wi 
on the bargain, but ſafely to carry it into p. 
execution too. A 

'This, we will not ſuppoſe to be the caſe — 1 
nor let us even imagine, the houſe of feaſt. F 
ing, to be ſuch a ſcene of intemperance and pf 
exceſs, as the houſe of feaſting does often in 
exhibit ; but let us take it from one as little 
exceptionable as we can—where there is, or Þ 
at leaſt appears, nothing really criminal—but pf 
where every thing ſcems to be kept within the Fel 
viſible bounds of moderation and ſobriety. Pei 

Imagine then ſuch a houſe of feaſting, Pre 
where, either by conſent or invitation, a num-Wce 
ber of. each ſex 1s drawn together, for no o- 
ther purpoſe but the enjoyment and mutual the 
entertainment of each other, which we will e 
ſuppoſe ſhall ariſe from no other pleaſures but vil 
what cuſtom authoriſes, and religion does not m] 
abſolutely forbid. ] il 

Before we enter let us examine, what Fr 
mult be the ſentiments of each individual pre- Pr 
vious to his arrival; and we ſhall find, that ne 
however they may differ from one another in O 
tempers and opinions, that every one ſeems? he 
to agree in this.— That as he is going to al 
houfe dedicated to joy and mirth, it was ſit: 
he ſhould diveſt himſelf of whatever was hike-$Þ3s 
Iv to contradict that intention, or be incon- e 
liſtent with it—Thut, for this purpoſe, hein 


— 
— 


„ 
on” 


SERMON II. 29 


0 2 
ach"! ' l ' 

rive his moral reflections behind him, and was 
into Fome forth from home with only ſuch diſpoti- 
7e— ton, and promoted the intended mirth and 
and pf mind, which is'as little as can be ſuppoſed, 
ften Wee it will amount to no more than a deſire 


had left his cares—his ſerious thoughts—and 
tions and gaiety of heart as ſuited the occa- 
eaſt. Jolity of the place. With this preparation 
ittle In each to render himſelf an acceptable gueſt, 


„ or $—let us conceive them entering into the houſe 
but pf Feaſting, with hearts ſet looſe from grave 
the Feſtraints, and open to the expectations of re- 
eiving pleaſure. It is not neceſſary, as I 
ting, Premiſed, to bring intemperance into this 
um- Ncene —or to ſuppoſe ſuch an exceſs in the 
o o- Fratification of the appetites, as ſhall ferment 
utual the blood, and ſet the deſires in a flame :— 
vill Let us admit no more of it, therefore, than 
s but ill gently ſtir them, and fit them for the 
Impreſſions which ſo benevolent a commerce 


s not Am | 
Prill naturally excite, In this diſpoſition, thus 
what 


vrought upon beforehand, and already im- 
pre- roved to this purpoſe, — take notice how 
that nechanically the thoughts and ſpirits riſe — 
er in Row ſoon, and inſenſibly, they are got above 
ſeems he pitch and firſt bounds which cooler hours 
to aFould have marked. of 


When the gay and ſmiling aſpe& of things 
 Jike-WÞas begun to leave the paſſages to a man's 
ncon- Peart thus thoughtleſsly unguarded—when 
ſe, he Find and carefling looks of every object with- 
Put, that can flatter his ſeuſes, have conſpired 


as fit 


j: 15 
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with the enemy within to betray him, and | 
put him off his defence—when muſic, like- YZ 
wiſe, has lent her aid, and tried her power | 
upon his paſſions—when the voice of finging- * 
men, and the voice of ſinging-women, with 
the ſound of the viol and the lute, have broke 


in upon his ſoul, and, in ſome tender notes, 


dave touched the ſecret ſprings of rapture— Y 
that moment let us diſſect and look into his 
heart See how vain! how weak! how empty 
a thing it is! Look through its ſeveral re- 
cefſesx—thoſe pure manſions formed for the 
reception of innocente and virtue Sad oy 5 
tacle! Behold thofe fair inhabitants now 4 
diſpoſſeſſed - turned out of their ſacred dwell- 
ings, to make room — for what ?—at the beſt, 
for levity and indiſcretion—perhaps for folly | 
—it may be for more impure gueſts, which 


poſſibly, in ſo general a riot of the mind and i 


zenſes, may take geraffon to enter _— 
at the fame time. TAL: 6 


cle res ee no fartker! or r wil the cooleſt 
and moſt eireumſpect ſay; When pleaſure has 
taken full poſſeffion of his heart, that no} 
thought nor purpoſe ſhall (ariſe there, which 
he would have concealed'!—In thoſe looſes 
and unguarded moments, the imagination is 
wot always at command — in ſpite of reaſon 
pad reflection, it will forcibly carry him ſome· 
times whither he would not—like the unclean 
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and 2 Woirit, in the parent's ſad deſcription of his 
ike- Mehild's caſe, which took him, and oft-times 
wer 9 aſt him into the fire to deſtroy him; and, 
ing- Frhereſoever it taketh him, it teareth him, 
vith - and hardly departeth from him. 
oke ö But this, you will ſay, is the worſt account 
Mes, , pf what the mind may ſuffer here. 
e- Why may we not make more favourable 
dis 23 Gro pofrione 2 Tthat numbers, by exerciſe and 
ipty euſtom to ſuch encountere, learn gradually to 
re- deſpiſe and triumph over them z— that the 
the minds of many are not ſo ſuſceptible of warm 
pec- impreſſions, or ſo badly fortified againſt them, 
now that pleaſure ſhould eafily corrupt or ſoften 
well them ;—that it would be hard to ſuppoſe, of 
beſt, the great multitudes which daily throng and 
folly Ipreſs into this houſe of Feaſting, but that 
hich numbers come out of it again, with all the 
| and Minnocence with which they entered ;—and 
ed that, if both ſexes are included in the com- 
I putation, what fair examples ſhall we ſee of 
ed many, of ſo pure and chaſte a turn of mind 
| my that the houſe of Feaſting, with all its charms 
zolett 1 and temptations, was never able to excite a 
has thought, or awaken an inclination, which 
t no virtue need to bluſh at—or, which the moſt 
rhich ¶ſcrupulous conſcience might. not ſupport ? 
looſeYGop forbid We ſhould ſay otherwiſe :—no 
on is doubt, numberg A all ages eſcape unhurt, and 
eaſon get off this damgferous ſea without ſhipwreck.” 
ome-· Yet, axe they not to be reckoned amongſt the 
clean morrunars adventurers ?—and though one 
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| beſt he can hope is to return ſafe with what 
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| would not abſolutely prohibit the attempt, or 1 4 
be ſo cynical as to condemn every one who 


tries it; ſince there are ſo many, I ſuppoſe, 4 


who cannot well do otherwiſe, and whoſe 


condition and fituation in life unavoidably 


force them upon it yet we may be allowed 1 | 
to deſcribe this fair and flattering . coaſt —we $ 


may point out the unſuſpected dangers of it, 
and warn the unwary paſſenger where they 
ly. We may ſhow him what hazards his 


youth and inexperience will run, how little 
he can gain by the venture, and how much 
wiſer and better it would be (as is implied in 


the text) to ſeek occaſions rather to improve 
his little ſtock of virtue, than incautiouſly ex- 
poſe it to ſo unequal a chance, where the 3 


treaſure he carried out but where, probably L 4 


he may be ſo unfortunate, as to loſe it all— . 
| be loſt himſelf, and undone for ever. 1 


Thus much for the houſe of Feaſting, 1 


which; by the way, though generally open at 


other times of the year throughout the world, 


is ſuppoſed, in Chriſtian countries, now every 6 
where to be univerſally ſhut up. And, in 
truth, I have been more full in my cautions 
againſt it, not only as reaſon requires, but i 

in reverence to this ſcaſon *, wherein our 


church exacts a more partigglar forbearance | 
and ſelf-denial in this point, and therehy.adds | 
to the reſtraints upon pleaſure and | 


* Preached in Lent. 
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| nents which this repreſentation of things has 
or | 1 esetes againſt them already. 
kiere, then, let us turn aſide from this gay 


ole, 1 Keene ; ; and ſuffer me to take you with me, 
hoſe or a moment, to one much fitter for your 
ably meditation. Let us go into the houſe of 
wed f ourning, made ſo by ſuch afffictions as have 
WE.) 4 been brought in, merely by the common croſs 
Fit, Kccidents and diſaſters to which our condition 
hey Ms expoſed, —where, perhaps, the aged parents 


: his Mt broken-hearted, pierced to their fouls, with 
ittle 7 4 the folly and indiſcretion of a thankleſs child 
w_y 3 b the child of their prayers, in whom all 
] in their hopes and expectations centered. — Per- 
rove 4 aps a more affecting ſcene—a virtuous family 
ex- Hying pinched with want, where the unfor- 
the ſtunate ſupport of it, having long ſtruggled 

with a train of misfortunes, and bravely 
bly, fought up againſt them is now piteouſſy borne 
Ill— down at the laſt - overwhelmed with a cruel 
ppplow, which no forecaſt or frugality could 
Ling, have prevented—O Go ! look upon his af- 
n at Mictions—Behold him diſtracted with many 
orld, Morrows, ſurrounded with the tender pledges 


very pf his love, and the partner of his cares 
|, in Without bread to give them !—unable, from 
_— the remembrance of better days, to dig ;— 
but 


Fo beg, aſhamed. 


our WF When we enter into the houſe of W 
ance ng ſuch as this—it is impoſſible to inſult the 
adds Winfortunate even with an improper look. — 
hain- UndeWhatever levity and diſhpation of heart 
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ſuch objects catch our eyes, — they catch like- | 1 1 4 
wiſe our attentions, — collect and call home 
our ſcattered thoughts, and, exerciſe them Ine 
with wiſdom. A tranſient ſcene of a. 
ſuch as is here ſketched, how ſoon does it % \ 
furniſh. materials to ſet the mind at work? 
how neceſſarily does it engage it to the con- | Far 
ſideration of the miſeries and misfortunes, the 1 
dangers and calamities to which the life of * 
man is ſubject! f By holding up ſuch a glafs | 8 
before it, it forces the mind to ſee and reflect 
upon the ranity—the . periſhing condition, e 
and uncertain tenure, of every thing in this 4 
world, - From reflections, of this ſerious caſt, th 
how inſenſibly do the thoughts carry us far- Wn 
ther ?—and from, conſidering, what we are— 
what kind of world we live in—and what evils Wea 
befal us in it how naturally do they ſet us MW 
to look forwards at what poſſibly we Han be? Wh: 
—for what kind of world we are — F 
what evils may befal us there—and what' pro- ſs 
viſion we ſhould make againſt r has bY: 
' whilſt we have time and opportunity? Ne. 
If theſe leſſons are ſo inſeparable from the tr 
houſe of Mourning here ſuppoſced—we ſhall Wot 

al 
U 


find it a ſtill more, inſtructire ſchool of wiſ- 
dom, when we take a view of the place in 
that more affecting light to which the wiſe ſe 
man ſeems to confine it in the text; in which, Iv 
by the houſe of Mourning, I believe, he fe 
| means Anat particular __ of oro where Mt: 
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8 here is lamentation and mourning for the 
de. J 4 Head. 
F Turn in hither, | beſeech you, for a mo- 
hent. Behold a dead man ready to be car- 
3, fried out, the only fon of his mother, and ſhe 
> widow. Perhaps a more affecting ſpectacle 
Ea kind and indulgent father of a "numerous 
1 amily, hes breathleſs—ſnatched away in the 
* Mrength of his age—torn in an evil hour 
Y from his children ang the boſom of a diſcon- 
olate wife, | 
37 Behold much people of the city 8 
„ ogether to mix their tears, with ſettled ſor- 
Pow in their looks, going heavily along to 
the houſe of Mourning, to perform that laſt 
* elancholy office, whith ,\ when the debt of 
— Nature is paid, we are called upon to pay 
each other.. 
If the ſad * which leads him there, 
: has not Gone it already, take notice, to what 
a ſerious and devout frame'of mind every man 
-s reduced, the moment he enters this gate of 
ffliction. The bufy and fiyttering ſpirits, 
vhich, in the houſe of Mirth, were wont to 
ranſport him from one diverting object to an- 
ther —ſee how they are fallen! how peace- 
Wably they are laid !—In this gloomy manſion, 
full of ſhades and uncomfortable damps to. 
{cize the ſoul—ſee the light and eaſy heart, 
which never knew what it was to think be- 
fore, how penſive it is now, how ſoft, how 
tuſceptible, how full of religious impreſſions, 


_ 
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how deeply it is ſmitten with a ſenſe, and 0 
with a love of virtue. Could we, in this 
crifis, whilſt this empire of Reaſon and Re. "0 
ligion laſts, and the heart is thus exerciſed 
with wiſdom, and buſied with heavenly con- 
templations—could we ſee it naked as it is, 
{tripped of all its paſſions, unſpotted by the 
world, and regardleſs of its 1 
might then fabely reſt our cauſe upon his 
ſingle evidence, _ appeal to the molt ſenſual, ! 
whether Solomon has not made a juſt deter- | 1 
mination here, in favour of the houſe of 


Mourning ?—not for its own ſake, but as it ] 


is fruitful in virtue, and becomes the occaſion | 
of ſo much good. Without this end, ſorrow, | 


I own, has no uſe, but to ſhorten a man's ch 
days — nor can gravity, with all its ſtudied vh 


ſolemnity of look and carriage, ſerve any end, | 


but to make one half of the world merry; | W 


and impole upon the other. i el 


Conſider what has been ſaid, and may do- ; 
of his mercy bleſs you. Amen, 
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the 2 Pest go 5 
.UKE x. 36, 37.—Which now of theſe three, thinleſt 

buy thou, was neighbour unto bim that fell amongst the 

this 


| vas 2— And he jaid, He that foewwed mercy on Bim. 
ual, 8 Ther ſaid Nat unto cw ,—Go, and do thou a 


s it 1 N the foregoing verſes of this chapter, the 
fion | Evangelift relates, that a certain lawyer 


ood up and tempted Jesvs, faying, Maſter, 

yhat ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? To 
which inquiry, our Bavious, as his manner 
as, when any enſnaring queſtion was put to 
im, which he faw proceeded more from a 
| leſign to entangle him, than an honeſt view 
f getting information inſtead of giving a 
irect anſwer, which might afford a handle to 
alice, or at beſt ferve only to gratify an im- 
certinent humour—he immediately retorts the 
ueſtion upon the man who aſked it, and un- 
voidably puts him upon the neceſſity of an- 


wering Falls If z—and as, in the preſent caſe, 
he particular profc{fion of the inquirer, and 
is ſuppoſed general knowledge of all other 
ranches of learning, left no room to ſuſpet 
e could be ignorant of the true anſwer to his 


neſtion, and eſpecially dd what enn ue: 
Pl, & 2 - | 


gy - | Sragmon III. _ by. 
7 5. 
knew was delivered upon that head by thei: 4 
great Legiſlator, —our Saviour, therefore, re- 
fers him to his own memory of 'what he had 
found there in the courſe of his ſtudies— J 
What is written in the law? how readelt BY: 


thou? Upon which the inquirer, reciting # 
the general heads of our duty to Gop and 
Man, as delivered in the 78th of Leviticus, x 
and the 6th of Deuteronomy, — namely — 
That we fhould worſhip the Lord our God with 2 
all our hearts, and love our neighlour as cur-\W: 
elves 5 our bleſſed Saviour tells him, he badf ] 
anſwered right, and if he followed that leſſon, M1 
he could not fail of the bleſſing he ſeemed de- 
firous to inherit.—T þis do, and thou ſhalt live. 
But he, as the context tells- ns, willing to 
juſtify himſelf— willing poſſibly to gain more 
credit in the conference, or hoping, perhaps, 
to hear ſuch a partial and narrow definition 
of the word neighbour, as would ſuit his own! 
principles, and juſtify ſome particular oppreſ- 
fions of his own, or thoſe of which his whole 
order lay under an accuſation—ſays unto Ir - 
SUS, in the 29th verſe— And who is my neigh-| 
bour ? Though the demand, at firſt ſight} 
'may ſeem utterly trifling, yet was it far from} 
being ſo in fact. For according as you un 
derſtood the term in a more or a leſs reſtrained 
ſenſe—it produced many neceſſary variation 
in the duties you owed from that relation. 
+, Our bleſſed Saviovs, to rectify any partial 


. and pernicious miſtake in this matter, aue 
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Place, at once, this duty of the love of our 
veighbour upon its true bottom of philan- 
thropy and univerſal kindneſs, makes anſwer 
to the propoſed queſtion, not by any far- 
fetched refinement from the ſchools of the 
E Rabbis, which might have ſooner filenced 
than convinced the man - but by a direct ap- 
peal to human nature, in an inſtance he re- 
lates of a man falling among thieves, left in 
the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable, till by chance 


J Samaritan, an utter ſtranger, coming where 


he was, by an act of great goodneſs and com- 
paſſion, not only relieved him at preſent, but 


took him under his protection, and generouſ- 


ly provided for his future ſafety. 
On the cloſe of which engaging account, 
our SAVIOUR appeals to the man's own heart 


in the firſt verſe of the text—/Vh:ich, naw of 
theſe three, thinkeft thou, wwas neighbour unto 


him that fell amongst the thieves ? and inſtead 
of drawing the inference himſelf, leaves him 
to decide in favour of ſo noble a principle, ſo 

evidently founded in mercy.—The lawyer, 
{truck with the truth and juſtice of the doc- 


trine, and frankly acknowledging the force 


of it, our bleſſed Saviour concludes the de- 
bate with a ſhort admonition, that he would 
practiſe what he had approved—and go and 
imitate that fair example of univerſal bencvo- 
lence which it had ſet before him. | 
In the remaining part of the diſcourſe, I 
ſha} follow the ſame plan; and therefore, 
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ſhall beg leave to enlarge, firſt, upon th: Wc 


DO 


ſtory itſelf, with ſuch reflections as will riſe $ 


from it; and conclude, as our Saviour has | 


done, ich the ſame exhortation to kindaeſs Wl 
and humanity which ſo naturally falls from it. 


A certain man, ſays our SaviouR, went i 
down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell“ 
among thieves, who ftripped him of his rai- 
ment, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
— There is ſomething in our nature which en- 


gages us to take part in every accident to 


which man is ſubject, from what cauſe ſoevec i 
it may have happened; but in ſuch calamitics | 
as a man has fallen into through mere mis- | 
fortune, to be charged upon no fault or in 
diſcretion of himſelf, there is fomething then 
ſo truly intereſting, that at firſt ſight we ge- 
nerally make them our own, not altogether 
from a reflection that they might have been, 
or may be ſo, but oftener from a certain ge- 
neroſity and tenderneſs of nature which diſ- 
poſes us for compaſſion, abſtracted from all 
conſiderations of ſelf : fo that, without any | 
obſervable a& of the will, we ſuffer with the | 
unfortunate, and feel a weight upon our ſpi- 
rits, we know. not why, on ſeeing the moſt 
common inſtances of their diltreſs. But 
where the ſpectacle is uncommonly tragical, 
and complicated with many circumſtances o“ 
miſery, the mind is then taken captive a: 
once, and, were 1t inclined to it, has no 
power to make reſiſtance, but ſurrenders 1t- 
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Reif to all the tender emotions of pity and 


deep concern. So that when one conſiders 
the friendly part of our nature, without look- 
ing farther, one would think it impoſſible for 
man to look upon miſery, without finding 
3 bimſelf, in ſome meaſure, attached to the in- 
tereſt of him who ſuffers it ſay, one would 
think it impoſſible ;—for there are ſome tem- 
MX pers—how ſhall I deſcribe them? formed 
either of ſych impenetrable matter, or wrought 
up, by habitual ſelfiſhneſs, to ſuch an utter 
inſenſibility of what becomes of the fortunes 
of their fellow-creatures, as if they were not 
partakers of the ſame nature, or had no lot 
or connexion at all with the ſpecies. | 

Of this character our Saviouk produces 
two diſgraceful inſtances, in the behaviour of 
a prieft and a Levite, whom in this account. 
he repreſents as coming to the place where 
the unhappy man was ;—both paſſing by, 
without either ſtretching forth a hand to aſ- 
fiſt, or uttering a word to comfort him in kis 
diſtreſs, : S 

And, by chance, there came down a cer- 
tain prieft— Merciful Gop ! that a teacher 
of thy religion ſhould ever want humanity — 
or that a man, whale head might be thought 
full of the one, ſhould have a heart void of 
the other !— This, however, was the cafe be- 
fore us—and though, in theory, one would 
icarce ſuſpect that the leaſt pretence to reli- 
Zion, and an open diſregard :0 10 main a part 
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* 
of it, could ever meet together in ene pc: 
ſon z— yet, in fact, it is no lictitious charas 
ang 1 
Look into the world How often do yer 
behold a ſordid wretch, whoſe ftrait heart WW 
open to no man's aiCtion, taking ſhelter be. 4 | 
hind an appearance of piety, and putting ou 
the garb of religion, which none but the 4 
merciful and compaſſionate have a title tojg 
wear? Take notice with what ſanctity be 
goes, to the end of his days, in the ſame on 
Iſh track in which he at firſt ſet out— turn. 
ing neither to the right hand nor to the left. 
but plods on — pores all his life-long upon the 
ground, as if afraid to look up, leſt dene; a 
ture he ſhould fee aught which might turn 
him one moment out cf that ſtrait line where 
intereſt is carrying him ;—or if, by chance} 
he ſtumbles upon a hapleſs object of diſtreſo 
which threatens ſuch a diſaſter to him like 
_ the man here repreſented, devoutly paſſing by 
on the other ſide, as if unwilling to truth 
himſelf to the impreſſions of nature, or hazard 
the inconveniences which pity might lead him 
into upon the oecaſion. : 
There is but one ſtroxe wanting in this] 
picture of an unmerciful man, to render theMi 
character utterly odious, and that our Sa vi- 
OUR gives it in the following inſtance he re- 
lates upon it. And likewiſe, ſays he, a Z-: 
vite, «when he was at the place, came and lock- 
ed at him, It was not a tranſient overſight, 
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Pee bhaſty or ill-adrifed neglect of an uncon- 
aro: idering humour, with which the beſt diſpoſ- 
ad are ſometimes overtaken, and led on be- 


you ond the point where otherwiſe they would 
rt ave wiſhed to ſtop No I on the contrary, 
er be. t had all the aggravation of a deliberate act 
ig chf inſenſibility, procceding from an hard heart. 
t theſ When he was at the place, he came, and 
le to ooked at him—confidercd his misfortunes 


cave time for reaſon and nature to have awoke 
ſaw the imminent danger he was m—and 
he preſſing neccflity of immediate help, 
which ſo violent a caſe called aloud for ;—and 
after all—turned aſide, and unmercifully left 
him to all the diſtreſfes of his condition. 

In all unmerciful actions, the worſt of men 
pay this compliment, at leaſt, to humanity, 
as to endeavour to wear as much of the ap- 


y by 
e ſel 
turn. 
eft— 
dveiiy 
turm 
her: 
anceh 


trclgWpcarance of it, as the caſe will well let them; 
lik — o that in the hardeſt acts a man ſhall be 


ng briouiity of, he has ſome motives, true or falſe, 

tru: Walways ready to offer, either to ſatisfy him- 
azarcWcli or the world, and, Gop knows, too often 
] hinWWto impoſe both upon the one and the other. 


And therefore, it would be no hard matter 


a thiißhhere to give a probable gueſs at what paſſed 
r theßßz in the Levite's mind in the preſent caſe, and 
SAv-ſhow, was it neceſſary, by what kind of ca- 
he re. ſuiſtry he ſettled the matter with his conſci- 
a 1 ence as he paſſed by, and guarded all the pat- 
bool. ages to his heart againſt the inroads which 
ſrt Pity might attempt to make upon the ocea- 
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ſion.— But it is painful to dwell long upon 
this diſagreeable part of the ſtory; I there. 
fore haſten to the concluding incident of it, 
which is ſo amiable, that one cannot eaſily be 
too copious in reflections upon it.— And be. 
hold, ſays our Sa viovn, a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where he was; and 
when he ſaw him, he had compaſſion on him 
and went to him bound up his wounds 
pouring in oil and wine —ſet him upon hi 
own beaſt, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. I ſuppoſe it will be ſcarce ne. 
ceſſary here to remind you, that the Jews had 
no dealings with the Samaritans :—an old re. 
ligious grudge—the worſt of all grudges 'l 
had wrought ſuch a diſlike between both peo-W 
ple, that they held themſelves mutually dil-F 
charged, not only from all offices of friendſhip 
and kindneſs, but even from the moſt com- 
mon acts of courteſy and good manners.— 
This operated ſo ſtrongly in our Saviour" 
time, that the woman of Samaria ſeemed a. 
ſtoniſned, that he, being a Jew, ſhould ail; 
water of her who was a Samaritan ;—ſo that, 
with ſuch a prepoſſeſſion, however diitreſsful 
the caſe of the unfortunate man was, and 
| how reaſonably ſoever he might plead for pity 
from another man, there was little aid or con- 
ſolation to be looked for. from ſo unpromiſing 
a quarter. Alas ! after I have been twice paſ- 
fed by, neglected by men of my own nation and 
religion, bound by ſo niany ties to afſifi me, 1:7: 
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e727 friendleſs and unpitied both Ly a prieſ and 
Levite, men whoſe profeſſion and ſuperior ad- 


artages of knowledge could not leave them in 


bee ork, in what manner they ſhould diſcharge 
be. I delt no hbich my condition claims After this — 
an, Va hopes ? avhat eupectations from a paſſen- 
nr, not only a firanger—but a Samaritan, re- 
in /“ from all obligations to me, and, by a na- 
da diſſibe, inflamed ly mutual ill officer, now 
hu ade my enemy, and more likely fo rejoice at the 


ib a hand to ſave me from them ? 

lt is no unnatural folloquy to imagine: 
ut the actions of generous and compaſſionate 
empers baffle all little reaſonings about them. 
True charity, in the apoſtle's defcription, 
s it is kind, and is not eafily provoked, ſo it 
nanifeſted this character here; — for we find, 
-hen he came where he was, and beheld his 
liſtrels— all the unfriendly paſſions, which at 
nother time might have roſe within him, now 
itterly forſook him, and fled: when he ſaw 


atis misfortunes—he forgot his enmity towards 
at, le man, — dropped all the prejudices which 
" ducation had planted againft him, and, in 
in 


he room of them, all that was good and 


compaſſionate was ſuffered to ſpeak in his be- 
dal, | 


ity | 
On- 


ing In benevolent natures, the impulſe to pity 
af. s {9 ſudden, that, like iuſtruments of muſic, 
Nt 


rhich obey the touch—the objects which are 


It; ited to excite ſuch impreſſions, work ſo in» 


ils which have fallen upon me,, than to firetch. 
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Uantaneous an effect, that you would thin] 
the will was ſcarce concerned, and that t 
mind was altogether paſſive in the ſympaih 
which her own goodneſs has excited. II 


truth 18,—the ſoul is generally, in ſuch ca{. 


ſo buſily taken up, and wholly engrofled þ 
the object of pity, that ſte does not atten 
to her own operations, or take leiſure to e 
amine the principles upon which ſhe acts. 5 
that the Samaritan, though the moment h 


faw him he had compaſſion on him, yet, ſud} 


den as the emotion is repreſented, you are 0 


to imagine that it was mechanical, but thuf 


there was a ſettled principle of humanity and 
goodneſs which operated within him, and ii 
fluenced not only the firſt impulſe of kindnel 


but the continuation of it throughout the ref 


of ſo engaging a behaviour. And becauſe 
13 a pleaſure to look into a good mind, ani 
trace out, as far as one is able, what paſſe 
within it on ſuch occaſions, I thall beg lea: 
for a moment, to ſtate an account of wh: 
was likely to paſs in his, and in what manne 


ſo diſtreſsful a caſe would neceſſarily work un 


on ſuch a diſpoſition. 
As he approached the place where the ur 


fortunate man lay, the inſtant he beheld hin 


no doubt, ſome ſuch train of reflections : 
this would riſe in his mind. “ Good Goy 
< what a ſpectacle of miſery do 1 behold 
a man ſtripped of his raiment—woundd 


lying 5 before me upon t 


C 
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ha ground, juit ready to expire, — without the 
it th comfort of a friend to ſupport him in his 


laſt agonies, or the proſpect of an hand to 
cloſe his eyes when his pains are over, 
But perhaps my concern ſhould leſien, 
when J reflect on the relations in which we 
ſtand to each other that he is a Jew, and 
I a Samaritan. — But are we not ſtiil both 
men partakers of the ſame nature and 
ſubject to the ſame evils Let me change 
conditions with him for a moment, aud 
conſider, had his lot befallen me as I jour- 
neyed in the way, what meaſure I ſhould: 
have expected at his hand—Snould I wih, 
when he beheld me wounded and half. dead, 
that he ſhould ſhut up his bowels of com- 
paſſion from me, and double the weight cs 
my miſeries, by paſſing by and leaving 
them unpitied ?!—Dut 1 am a ftranger to 
the man ;— be it ſo,—but I am no ſtranger 
to his condition ;—misfortunes are of no 


anne all, and have a general claim upon us, 
without diſtinction of climate, country, or 
religion. Beſides, though I am a ſtranger 
e un Lit is no fault of his that I do not know 
him, and therefore unequitable he ſhould 
ſuffer by it —Had I known him, poſſibly 
I ſhould have had cauſe to love and pity 
him the more—for aught I know, he is 
ſome one of uncommon merit, whoſe life 
rendered ſtill more precious, as the lives 
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particular tribe or nation, but belong to us 
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* comes too late, I ſhall comfort him at lcaftf 


« and happineſs of others may be involved i mei 
« it: perhaps, at this inſtant that he lies 
„here forſaken, in all this miſery, a who: 
& virtuous family is joyfully looking for hi; 
&< return, and affectionately counting ' the 
« hours of his delay. Oh! did they knoy 
c what evil hath befallen him-—how would 
& they fly to ſuccour him! — Let me then 
& haſten to ſupply - thoſe tender offices cf 
& binding up Eis wounds, aud carrying him 
ce to a place of fafety—or, if that — 


« in his laſt hour ; and, if I can do nothingf 
& elſe, -I fhall ſoften his misfortunes, by 
« dropping a tear of p:ty over them.“ | 

It is almoſt neceſſary to imagine the good 
Samaritan was influenced by ſome ſuch 
thoughts as theſe, from the uncommon ge- 
neroſity of his behaviour, which is repreſent ts 
ed by our Saviouk operating like the warm 
zeal of a brother, mixed with the affectionate 
Gifcretion and ad of a par eat; who was not] 
ſatisfied with taking him under his protection 
and ſupplying his preſent wants, but in lov«- 
ing forwards for him, and taking care that} 
his wants ſhould be ſupplicd, when he ſhowy 
be gone, and no longer near to befriend him. 
I éthink there needs no ſtronger argument] 
to prove how univerſally and deeply the Tec: 
of this virtue of compaſſion are planted in the 
heart of man, than in the Hane we take in n 
zuch * of it: and, though dene 8 
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men have repreſented human nature in other 
colours, (though to what end I know not) 
hoe that the matter of fact is ſo ſtrong againſt 
haßt chem, that, from the general propenſity to 
the pity the unfortunate, we expreſs that ſenſa- 
noy tion by the word humanity, as if it was inſe— 
oull BY pzrable from our nature. "Flat it is not inſe- 
hen parable, 1 have allowed in the former part of 
ol his diſcourſe, from ſome reproachful inftances 
lin of ſelfiſh tempers, which ſeem to take part in 
ce nothing beyond themſelves; yet I am per- 
cat ſuaded, and affirm, it is ſtill ſo great and no- 
ble a part of our nature, that a man muſt do 
great violence to himſelf, and ſuffer many a 
painful conflict, before he has brought him- 
ſelf to a different diſpoſition. 
It is obſervable in the foregoing account, 
that, when the prieſt came to the place where 
he was, he paſſed by on the other ſide. He 
might have paſſed by, you will ſay, without 
turning aſide.— No; there is à ſecret ſname 
which attends every act of inhumanity, not 
to be conquered in the hardeſt natures; ſo 
that, as in other caſes, ſo eſpecially in this, 
many a man will do a cruel act, who, at the 
fame time, would bluſh to look you in the 
face, and is forced to turn aſide before he can 
have a heart to execute his purpoſe. 
Inconſiſtent creature that man is! who, at 
that inflant that he does what is wrong, is 
not able to withhold his teſtimony to what ig 
good and praifeworthy. 
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I have now done with the parable, wiiicir 
was the firft part propoſed to be conſidered 
in this diſcourſe ; and ſhould proceed to the 
ſecond, which fo naturally falls from it, of 
exhorting you, as our SaviouR did the lawyer 
upon it, to go and do ſo likewiſe : but I have 
been ſo copious in my reflections upon the 
ftory itſelf, that I find I have inſenſibly in- 
corporated into them almoſt all that J ſhould 
have ſaid here, in recommending ſo amiable 
an example: by which means, 1 have, una- 
wares, anticipated the taſk I propoſed. I | 
ſhall therefore detain you no longer than with 
a ſingle remark upon the ſubject in general, 
which is this: It is obſervable in many places 
of ſcripture, that our bleſſed Savious, in de- 
ſeribing the day of judgment, does it in ſuch 
a manner, as if the great inquiry then was to 
relate principally to this one virtue of com- 
paſſion— and as if our final ſentence, at that N 
tolemnity, was to be pronounced exactly ac- 
cording to the degrees of it. I was 2 
„ hungered, and ye gave me meat—thirſty, 
« and ye gave me drink — naked, and ye 
„ clothed me I was ſick, and ye viſited me 
Ein priſon, and ye came unto me.“ Not 
that we are to imagine from thence, as if any 
other good or evil action ſhould then be over- 
looked by the eye of the All- ſeeing Judge; 
but barely to intimate to us, that a charitable 
and benevolent diſpoſition 1 is ſo principal and 
ruling a part of a man's character, as to be 3 


& 
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conſiderable teſt, by itſelf, of the whole frame 


aud temper of his mind, with which all other 
irtues aud vices reſpectively rife and fall, and 
will almoſt neceſſarily be conneQed.— Tell 
me, thercfore, of a compaſſionate man ;—you 
repreſent to me a man of a thouſand other 
good qualities—on whom I can depend 
whom 1 may ſafely truſt with my wife — my 
children, my fortune, and reputation. It is 
for this, as the apoſtle argues from the ſame 
principle“ that he will not commit adul- 
« tery—that he will not kill that he will 
£ not ſteal that he will not bear falſe wit- 
«< neſs.” That is, the ſorrows which are 
ſuirred up in mens hearts by ſuch treſpaſles, 
are ſo tenderly felt by a compaſtonate man, 
that it is not in his power, or his nature, to 
commit thein. 
So that, well might he conclude, that cha- 
rity, by which he means, love to our neigh- 
bour, was the end of the commandment, and 


that whoſoever fulfilled it, had fulfilled the 


Jaw. 


Now, to Gop, &c. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 
SELF-KNOWLEDGE. 


2 Sauvrl xii, 7. Iſt part.—And Nathan faid nu 
David, Than art the man. 


HERE is no hiſtorical paſſage in Serip- 
ture, which gives a more remarkable 

inſtance of the deceitfulneſs of the heart of | 
man to itſelf, and of how little we truly know 
of ourſelves, than this, wherein David is con- 
victed out of his own mouth, and is led by 
the propnet to condemn and pronounce a ſe- 
vere judgement upon another, for an act of i 
injuſtice which he bad paſſed over in himſcit, 
and poſſibly reconciled to his own conſcience. 
To know one's ſelf, one would think, could 
be no very difficult leſſon ;—for. who, you 
will fay, can be truly ignorant of himſelh 


and the true diſpoſition of his own heart? 10 

If a man thinks at all, he cannot be a ftranger wv 

to what paſſes there: —he muſt be couſcious of:. 

his own thoughts and defires ; he muſt re- 
member his paſt purſuits, and the true ſprings It 

and motives, which, in general, have directed Y 

the actions of his life: he may hang out fahe 2 
colours, and deceive the world, but how can * 

5 a man deceive himſelf? That a man can— 7 
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evident, becauſe he daily does ſo.—Scripture 
tells us, and gives us many hiſtorical proofs 
of it, beſides this to which the text refers, — 


£6 


That the heart of man is treacherous to 


« itſelf, and deceitful above all things ;?? and 
experience, and every hour's commerce with 
che world, confirms the truth of this ſeeming 
paradox, * That though man is the only 
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creature endowed with reflection, and, con- 
ſequently, qualified to know the moſt of 
himſelf—yet, ſo 1t happens, that he ge- 
nerally knows the leaſt—and, with all the 
power which God has given him, of turn- 
ing his eyes inward upon himſelf, and tak- 
ing notice of the chain of his own thoughts 
and defires—yet, in fact, is generally ſo 
inattentive, but always ſo partial an ob- 
ſerver of what paſles, that he is as much, 
nay, often a much greater ſtranger to his 
own diſpoſition and true character, than 


ud all the world beſides.” | 

"ou By what means he is brought under ſo 
elf, wanifeſt a deluſion, and how he ſuffers him- 
rt? {elf to be ſo groſsly impoſed upon, in a point 
zer which he is capable of knowing ſo much bet- 
of ber than others, is not hard to give an account 
re- of; nor need we ſeek farther for it, than a- 


125 mongſt the cauſes which are every day per- 


ed verting his reaſon, and miſleading him. We 
lie are deceived in judging of ourſelves, juſt as 


we are in judging of other things, when our 


= paſſions and inclinations are called in as coun- 
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ſellors; and we ſuffer ourſelves ta ſee and re 
fon juſt ſo far, and no farther, than they gin 
us leave. How hard do we find it to paſs a 
equitable and ſound judgement in a matte 


where our intereſt is deeply concerned l- 
And, even where there is the remoteſt conf. 
deration of ſelf, connected with the point be. 


fore us, what a ſtrange bias does it hang u 


on our minds, and how difficult is it to di. 
engage our judgements entirely from it? WII 
what reluctance are we brought to think evilſ 
of a friend, whom we have long loved anti 


eſteemed ? and though there happens to be 


ſtrong appearances againſt him, how apt arM 
we to overlook, or put favourable conitruci 
tions upon them, and even ſometimes, when 
our zeal and friendſhip tranſport us, to aſſigu 
the beſt and kindeſt motives for the worſt ant 


moſt unjuſtifiable parts of his conduct? 


We are ſtill worſe caſuiſts, and the deceit 
is proportionably ſtronger with a man, When 
he is going to judge of himſelf that dearcli 
of all parties — ſo cloſely connected with hin 
— ſo much and ſo long beloved, - of whom be 
has ſo early conceived the higheſt opinion and 


eſteem, and with whoſe merit he has all 3. 


long, no doubt, found ſo much reaſon to bei 


contented. It is not an caſy matter to be ie 
vere, where there is ſuch an impulſe to be 
kind, or to efface at once all the tender im. 
preſſions in favour of ſo old a friend, which 
Aiſabled us from thinking of him as he , 
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and ſeeing him in the light, may be, in which 
very one elſe ſees him. 


hatte one's ſelf may appear at firſt ſight, it is o- 
d- therwiſe when we come to examine; ſince, 
-0nh not only in practice, but even in fpeculation 
it be. and theory, we find it one of the hardeſt and 


up moſt painful leſſons. Some of the earlieſt in- 
dil fſtructors of mankind, no doubt, found it ſo 
th too, and, for that reaſon, ſoon ſaw the neceſ- 
 eviiWſity of laying fuch a ſtrefs upon this great 
ande precept of ſelf-knowledge, which, for its ex- 
o de ellent wiſdom and uſefulneſs, many of them 


ſuppoſed to be a divine direction, — that it 


ame down from heaven, and comprehended 
chen the whole circle both of the knowledge and 
fin che duty of man. And indeed, their zeal 
and might eaſily be allowed. in ſo high an enco- 


eccit want of which fo often baffled their inftruc- 
yhen tions, and rendered their endeavours of re- 
arc forming the heart vain and uſeleſs. For, who 
lin could think of a reformation of the fault 
1 he within him, who knew not where they lay, 
ard or could ſet about correcting, till he had ſirſt 
come to a ſenſe of the defects which requir- 
o be ed it? 

le. But this was a point always much eaſier 
be recommended by public inſtructors, than 


ſhown how to be put in practice; and there- 
fore, others, who equally ſought the reforma- 
tion of mankind, obſerving that this dire 


So that, however eaſy this knowledge of 


mium vpon the attainment of a virtue, the 
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road which led to it was guarded on all fids 
by ſelf. love, and conſequently very difficult int: 
open acceſs, ſoon found out, that a different 
and more artful courſe was requiſite ;—y 
they had not ſtrength to remove this flatt.hl 
ing paſſion, which ſtood in their way, auf 
blocked up all the paſſages to the heart, thy 
endeavoured by ftratagem to get beyond it, 
and by a ſkilful addreſs, if poſſible, to deceirſW 
it. This gave riſe to the early manner «if 
conveying their inſtructions in parables, fable, 
and ſuch ſort of indirect applications, which 
though they could not conquer this principl 
of ſelf- love, yet often laid it afleep, or, af 
leaſt, overreached it for a few moments, til 
a juſt judgement. could be procurcd. b 
The prophet Nathan ſeems to have been 
great maſter in this way of addreſs. Daviiſ 
had greatly diſpleaſed Gon, by two grievou 
fins which he had committed; and the pro 
phet's commiſſion was, to go and bring hin 
to a conviction of them, and touch his heat 
with a ſenſe of guilt for what he had don 
againft the honour and life of Uriah. 1 
The holy man knew, that, was it any one 
caſe. but David's own, no man would har 
been ſo quick- ſighted in diſcerning the nature 
of the injury, — more ready to have redreſſed 
it, or who would have felt more compaſſion 
for the party who had ſuffered it, than b: 
bimſelk. „ 5 
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Inſtead, therefore, of declaring the real in- 
ntion of his errand, by a direct accuſation 
d reproof for the crimes he had commit- 
d; he comes to him with a fictitious com- 


her; and accordingly, he frames a caſe, 
pt ſo parallel to David's as he ſuppoſed 
ould awaken his ſuſpicion, and prevent a 
tient and candid hearing and yet, not fo 
id of reſemblance, in the main circum- 
ances, as to fail of ſtriking him, hen ſhown 
a proper light. 


cip: And Nathan came and ſaid unto him, 
r, u There were two men in one city, the one 
, til rich, and the other poor— the rich man 


had exceeding many flocks and herds, but 


en the poor man had nothing fave one little 
5a ewe lamb, which he had bought and nou- 
vouſ } riſked up—and it grew up together with 
p:o him, and with his children—1tt did eat of 
b his own meat, and drank of his own cup, 
nean and lay in his boſom, and was unto him as 
don daughter. — and there came a traveller un- 
co the rich man, and he {pared to take _ 
"nes his own flock and of his own: herd to-dre!: 
har for the wayfaring man that was come 8 
tur him, but took the poor man's lamb, and 
eſſed dreſſed it for the man that was Come unto 
Ton him.“ 
| be The caſe was 23 up wich great judge- 


ent and beauty, —the ſeveral minute. cir- 
umſtances which beightened the injury, truly 
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laint, of a cruel act of injuſtice done by an- 
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affecting, — and ſo ſtrongly urged, that il jaw, 
would have been impoſſible for any man, with 
a previous ſenſe of guilt upon his mind, to 
have defended himſelf from fome degree uf 
remorſe, which it muſt naturally have ex- 
cited. 

The ſtory, though it ſpoke only of the in. 
juſtice and oppreſſive act of another man,. — 
yet it pointed to what he had lately done 


himſelf, with all the circumſtances of its ag. I 
gravation :—and withal, the whole was fo plac 
tenderly addreſſed to the heart and paſſions, Wl tub; 
as to kindle, at once, the utmoſt horror and and 
indignation. And ſo it did, — but not again! this 
the proper perſon. —In his tranſport; he for- moi 
got himſelf ; — his anger greatly kindled a- gui 
gainſt the man z— and he ſaid unto Nathan, ¶ yet 
„ As the Losp liveth, the man that hath he 
& done this thing, ſhall ſurely die; and he not 
6 ſhall reſtore the lamb fourfold, becauſe he ll 1ut} 
« did this Wings and becauſe he had no lie 
6 pity.” life 

It can 3 be doubted have, but that ll — 
David's anger was real, and that he was, | {or 
what he appearcd to be, greatly provoked bac 
and exaſperated againſt the offender : and, in- i-l 
deed, his ſentence againſt him, proves he was ing 
fo above meaſure, For, to puniſh the man ll ter 
with death, and oblige him to reſtore four- up 
fold e was highly unequitable, and not lan 
 ouly diſproportioned to the offence, but far Wi hy 


2bove the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity of the 
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law, which allowed a much ſofter atonement, 


requiring, in ſuch a cafe, no more than an 
ample reſtitution and recompence in kind, 
The judgement, however, ſeems to have been 
truly ſincere and well-meant, and beſpoke ra- 


ther the honeſt raſuneſs of an unſuſpicious 


judge, than the cool determination of a con- 
{cious and guilty man, who knew he was go- 
ing to paſs ſentence upon himſelf. 

I take notice of this particular, becauſe it 
places this inſtance of ſelf-deceit, which is the 
ſubject of the diſcourſe, in the ſtrongeit light, 
and fully demonſtrates the truth of a fact in 
this great man, which happens every day a- 
mong ourſelves, namely, that a man may be 
guilty of very bad and diſhoneſt actions, and 
yet reflect ſo little, or ſo partially, upon what 
he has done, as to keep his conſcience free, 
not only from guilt, but even the remoteſt 
fuſpicions that he is tne man which in truth 
tie 13, and what the tedor and evidence of his 
life demonſtrate. If we look into the world 
— David's is no uncommon cale ;—we {ee 
:ome one or other perpetually copying this 
bad original—ftting in judgement upon him- 


ielt—hearing his own cauſe, and not know- 


ing what he is doing ; haſty in paſſing ſen- 
tence, and even executing it too, with wrath, 
upon the perſon of another, when, in the 
language of the prophet, one might ſay to 
him, with Juſtice, © 6 Thou art the man,”? 
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in the world, though we all join in the cry a- 
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Of the many revengeful, covetous, falle, 
and ibnatured perſons which we complain of 


gainſt them, —what man amongſt us ſingles 
out himſelf as a criminal, or ever once takes 
it into his head that he adds to the number !— 
or, where is there a man fo bad, who would 


not think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair impu- Þ 
tation, to have any of thoſe particular vices Þ 
laid to his charge ? : 
If he has the ſymptoms never ſo fivong | 


upon him, which he would pronounce infal- 
lible in another, they are indications of no 
juch malady in himielf—He ſees, what no 
one cle ices, ſome ſecret and flattering cir- 


cumſtances in his favour, which, no doubt, 


make a wide difference betwixt his caſe and 
the party's which he condemns. 

What other man ſpeaks ſo often and ve- 
hemently againſt the vice of pride, ſets the 
weakneis of it in a more odious light, or is 
more hurt with it in another, - than the proud 
man bin:ſelf-? It is the ſame with the pal- 
fionate, the deſigning, the ambitious, and 
ſome other common characters in life; and, 
being a conſequence of the nature of ſuch 
vices, and almoſt inſeparable from them, the 
effects of it are generally ſo groſs and abſurd, 
that here pity docs not forbid, it is pleaſant 
to ebſerve and trace the cheat through the 


fereral turnißgs and windings of the heart, 
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and detect it through all the ſhapes and ap- 
pearances which it puts on. 

Next to theſe inſtances of ſelf-deceit, and 
utter ignorance of our true diſpoſition and 
charaQer, which appear in not ſeeing that in 
ourſelves which ſhocks us in another man; 
there 1s another ſpecies ſtill more dangerous 
and delufive, and which the more - guarded 
perpetually fall into, frora the judgements 
they make of different vices, according to 
their age and complexion, and the various 
cbbs and Rows of their paſſions and deſires. 

Vo concelve this, jet any man look into 
his own heart, and obſerve in how different a 
degree of deteſtation numbers of actions ſtand 
chere though equally bad and vicious in 
themſelves, he will ſoon find, that ſuch of 
them as ſtrong inclination or cuſtom has 
prompted him to commit, are generally dreſſed 
out and paintcd with all the falſe beauties 
which a fſoſt and flattering hand can give 
them; and that the others, to Which he feels 


no propenſity, appear at once naked and de- 


formed, ſurrounded with all the true circum=- 
ſtanc+s of their folly and diſhnonour. 


When David ſurpriſed Saul ſleeping in the 


cave, and cut off the Kirt of his robe, we 
rea, his hcart ſmote him for what he had 
aw Strange, it ſMote biin not in this mat- 
ter of Uriat:, where it had [> much ſtronger 
reaſon to take the alarm A whole Var nad 


almoſt paſſed, from the firſt commiſſton 
Vol. J. * 
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this ;0juſtice, to the time the prophet was ſent 
to reprove him ;—and we read not once of 
any remorſe or compunction of heart for what 
he had done; and it is not to be doubted, 
kad the ſame prophet met him when he was 
returning up out of the cave, — and told him, 
that, ſcrupulous and conſcientious as he then 
ſeemed, and thought himſelf to be, that he 
was deceiving himſcii, and was capable of 
committing the fouleſt and moſt diſhoncurable 
actions; — that he ſhould one day murder & 
faithful and a valiant ſervant, whom he ought, 
in juſtice, to have loved and honoured ;—that 
he ſhould, without pity, firſt wound him 1 
the tendereſt part, by taking away his de: 
eit poſſeſnon,—and then — 5 
treacherouſly rob him of his life— Had Ne- 
than, in a prophetic ſpirit, foretold to David, 
that he was capable of this, and that he ſhould 
one day actually do it, and from no other mo- 
tive but the momentary gratification of a baſe 
and unworthy paſſion, he would have receiv- 
ed the prediction with horror, and ſaid, poſ- 
fibly, with Hazael, upon juſt ſuch another 
occeſion, and with the ſame ignorance of him- 
felf—What ! is thy fervant a deco, that be 
Gould do this great thing? And vet, in all 
Iikehhood, at that very time, there wanted 


nothing but the ſame degree of temptation, 
and the ſame opportunity, to induce him to 
the ſin which after wards overcame High: 
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Thus the caſe ſtands with us till. When 


the paſſions are warmed, and the ſin which 
preſents itſelf exactly tallies to the deſire, ob- 
ſerve how impetuouſly a man will ruſh into it, 
and act againſt all principles of honour, juſtice, 
and mercy, — Talk to him, the moment after, 
upon the nature of another vice to which he 
is not addicted, and from which, perhaps, his 
age, his temper, or rank in life ſecure him; 
take notice, how well he reaſons - with what 
equity he determines hat an honeſt indig- 
nation and ſharpneſs he expreſſes againſt it, 
and how inſenſibly his anger kindles againſt 
the man who hath done this thing. 

Thus are we nice in grains and ſeruples, 


but knaves in matters of a pound weight ;— 
every day ſtraining at gnats, yet ſwallowing 


camels; —miſerably cheating ourſelves, and 
torturing our reaſon to bring in ſuch a report 
of the ſin, as ſuits the preſent appetite and 
inclination. „ 5 

Moſt of us are aware of, and pretend to 


deteſt, the barefaced inſtances of that hypo- 


criſy by which men deceive others; but few 


of us are upon our guard to ſee that more 


fatal hypocriſy by which we deceive and over- 
reach our own hearts. It 1s a flattering and 
dangerous diſtemper, which has undone thou- 


ſands; — we bring the ſeeds of it along with 


us into the world, —they inſenfibly grow up 
with us from our childhood, —they ly long 
roncealed and undiſturbed, and have general - 
* | 
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Iv got ſuch deep root in our natures, by ti: 
time we are come to years of 1 2 
and reflection, that it requires all we have go. 
to defend ourſelves from their effects. 

To make the caſe ſtill worſe on our ſide, 
it is with this as with every grievous diſlem- 

er of the body, — tlie remedies are dangerous 
and doubtful, in proportion to our miſtak c 
and ignorance of the cauſe: for in the in- 
ſtances of ſelf.deceit, though the head is fick, 
and the whole heart faint, the patient ſeldom 
knows what he ails;—of all the things we know 
and learn, this neceſſary knowledge comes to 
us the laft. 

Upon what principles it happens thus, F 
how endeavoured to lay open in the firſt part 
of this diſcourſe ; which I conclude with a 
ſerious exhortation to ſtruggle againſt them; 
which we can only hope to do, by conyerſing 
more, and oftener with ourſelves, than the bu- 
ſineſs and diverſions of the world generally 
give us leave, 

We have a chain of thoughts, deſires, en- 
gagements and idleneſſes, which perpetually 
return upon us in their proper time and or- 
der—let us, I beſeech you, aſſign and ſet a- 
part ſome ſmall portion of the day for this 
purpoſe, —of retiring into ourſelves, and 
ſearching into the dark corners and receſſes of 
the heart, and taking notice of what is paſ- 
ling there. If a man can bring himfelf to do 
this taſk with à curious and impartial eye, ke 
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will quickly find the fruits of it will more 
than recompenſe his time and labour. He 
will ſee ſeveral irregularities and unſuſpected 
paſſions within him, which he never was a- 


ware of ;—he will diſcover, in his progreſs, 5 


many ſecret turnings and windings in his 
heart to which he was a ſtranger, which now 
gradually open and diſcloſe themſelves to him 
upon a nearer view: in thele labyrinths, he 
will trace out ſuch hidden ſprings and motives 
for many of his moſt applauded actions, as 
will make him rather ſorry, and aſhamed of 
himſelf, than proud. 

In a word, he will Ade His errors, 
and then ſee the neceſſity, with David, of 
imploring Gop to cleanſe him from his ſecret 
faults—and with ſome hope and confidence to 


ſay, with this great man after his conviction 


—< 'Try me, G Gov! and ſeek the ground 
% of my heart, - prove me, and examine my 
“thoughts, —look well if there be any way 
© of wickedneſs in me, and lead me in the 
* way everlaſting. ” 


Now, to Gon the Father, c. &r. 
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4 CHARITY SERMON. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


T x18 Sermon, with the followiig 
Dedication to the Lord Biſhop of Car- 
lifle, then Dean of York, was printed 
ſome years ago, but was read by very 
few: it is therefore reprinted in this 
Collection. 


RD —— —— 
TO THE 


VERY REVEREND 
RICHARD OSBALDESTON, D. D. 
DEAN OF YORK, 


SIR, 


HAVE taken the liberty to inſcribe 
this Diſcourſe to you, in teſtimony 

of the great reſpeQ which I owe to your 
character in general, and from a ſenfe of 
what is due to it in particular from every 


member of the Church of YORK. 


I wiſh I had as good a reaſon for doing 
that, which has given me the opportuni- 
ty of making ſo public and juſt an ac- 
knowledgment ; being afraid there can be 
little left to be ſaid upon the ſubject of 
Charity, which has not been often thought, 
and much better expreſſed, by many wha 
haye gone before: and indeed it ſeems ſo 
beaten and common a path, that it is not 


er 
7 


DEDICATION: 


an eaſy matter for a new-comer to dif- 
tinguiſh himſelf in it, by any thing, ex- 
cept the novelty of his Vehicle. 
I beg, however, Sir, your kind accept- 
ance of it, and of the motives which have 
induced me to addreſs it to you; one of 
which, I cannot conceal, in juitice to my- 
ſelf, becauſe it has proceeded from the 
. ſenſe of many favours and civilities which 
Wl [1 have received from you. I am, 


REVEREND SIR, 


Your moſt obliged, 


}, * 
1! U ma } 
4 , . 


and faithful 


humble Servant, 


LAURENCE STERNE. 


* 


- 
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And the barrel of meal waſted nut, neither did the cruſ+ 
cf oil fail, according to the wword of the Lord, which 
he ſpake by the prophet Elijab. 


HE words of the text are the record of 


a miracle wrought in behalf of the 


widow of Zarephath, who had charitably ta- 
ken Elijah under her roof, and adminiitercd 
unto him in a time of great ſcarcity and di- 
ſtreſs. There is ſomething very intereſting 
and affectionate in the manner this ſtory is re- 
lated in holy writ; and as it concludes with 
a jecond ſtill more remarkable proof of God's 
favour to the ſame perſon, in the reſtoration 
of her dead ſon to life, one cannot but con- 
ſider both miracles as rewards of that act of 
piety, wrought by Infinite Power, and left 


upon record in ſcripture, not merely as teſti- 


monies of the prophet's divine miſſion, but 
likewiſe as two encouraging inſtances of Gui 

;imighty's bleſſing upon works of charity 
and benevolence. | 

In this view, I have made choice of this 
piece of ſacred ſtory, which I ſhall beg leave 
to make uſe of as the ground-work for an ex- 
pertation to charity in general: and that 1 
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«2 


may better anſwer the particular purpoſe of 
this ſglemnity, I will endeavour to enlarge 
upon it with ſuch reflections, as, I truft in 
God, will excite ſome ſentiments of compaſ- 
Hon which may be profitable to ſo pious a de- 
ſign. 

Elijah had fled from two Jreatful evils, the 
approach of a famine, and the perſecution of 
Ahab, an enraged enemy ; and, in obedience 
to the command of God, had hid himſelf by 
the brook Cherith that is beſore En 
In this iafe and peaceful ſol:tude, bleſſed with 
daily marks of God's providence, the holy 
man «welt free, both from the cares and glo- 
ries of the world: by miraculous impulſe, he 
ravens brought him bread and ſliſb in the morn- 
ing, and br:ad and ficſh in the even and he 
drank $4 ine brook; till, by continuance of 
drought, (the windows of heaven being ſhut 
up in thoſe days for three years and fix 
months, which was the natural cauſe likewiſe 
of the famine), it came to paſs, after a while, 

that the brook, the great fountain of his ſup- 


port, dried up; and he is again directed by 


the word of the Lord where to betake him- 
ſelf for ſhelter. He is commanded to ariſe 
and go to Zarephath, which beloageth to 
Zidon, with an affurance that he had diſpoſ- 
ed the keart of a widow-woman there to ſuſ- 
tain him. 
The prophet follows the call of his God: 

—the ſame hand which brought him to the 
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gate of the city, had led alſo the poor wi- 
dow out of her doors, oppreſſed with ſorrow. 
She had come forth upon a melancholy er- 
rand, to make preparation to eat her laſt meal, 
and ſhare it with her child. 55 

No doubt, ſhe had long fenced agaiaft this 
tragical event, with all the thrifty manage- 
ment which ſelf-preſervation and parental love 
could inſpire 5 full, no doubt, of cares and 
many tender apprehenſions, left her tender 


Rock fhould fail them before the return of 


plenty. | | 50 
But as the was a widow, having Ioft the 
only faithful friend who would beſt have afſift- 
ed her in this virtuous ſtruggle, the preſent 
neceſſity of the times at length overcame her: 
and ſhe was juft falling down an eaſy prey to 
it, when Elijah came to the place where ſhe 
was. And be called unts her, and ſaid, Fetch 
me, I pray thee, alittle water it a vefjel that J 
may drink. And as. ſhe wuas going to fetch it, 
e called unth her, and ſaid, Bring me, I pray 
thee, a morſel of bread in thine hand. And 
ſhe ſaid, As the Lord thy God leveth, J Have 
not a cale, bit a handfu! of meal in a Varrel, 
and a little oil in a cruſe, and be bold I am ga- 
thering tæbo flicks, that I may go and dreſs 1? 
for me and my fon, that we may eat it and die, 
And Elijah ſaid unto her, Fear not; but go, 
and do as thou haſt ſaid : but made me therefore 
a little cake firſt, and bring it unto me, and afte? 
make for thee and for thy ſon. Fer thus ſaith 
Fol. J. G 3 
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ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the cruſe of oil 


the Lord God of Iſrael, The barrel * meal 


fail, until the day that the Lord ſendeth rain 
upon the earth. 

True charity is always unwilling to find 
excuſes—elſe here was a fair opportunity of 
pleading many: ſhe might have inſiſted over 
again upon her ſituation, which neceſſarily 
tied up her hands; — ſhe might have urged 
the unreaſonableneſs of the requeſt;— that 
ſhe was reduced to the loweſt extremity al. 
ready; and that it was contrary to juſtice and 
the firſt law of nature, to rob herſelf and 
child of their laſt morſel, and give it to a 
ſtranger. 

But, in generous ſpirits, compaſſion is 
ſometimes more than a balance for felf-pre- 
ſervation. For as God certainly interwove 
that friendly ſoftneſs in our nature, to be a 
check upon too great a propenſity towards 
{elf-love—ſo it ſeemed to operate here. — For 
it is obſervable, that, though the prophet 
backed his requeſt with the promiſe of an 
immediate recompence in multiplying her 
ſtock ; yet it is not evident ſhe was influenced 


at all by that temptation. For if ſhe had, 


doubtleſs it muſt have wrought ſuch a mix- 
ture of ſcli-iutereſt into the motive of her 
compliance, as muſt greatly have allayed the 
merit of the action. But this, I ſay, does 


not appear, but rather the contrary, from 
the reflection ſhe mak es upon the Whole 12 
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the laſt verſe of the chapter. Now, by this 

I know that thou art a man of God, and that 

the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth, 
Beſides, as ſhe was an inhabitant of Za- 


rephath, (or, as it is called by St Luke, Sa- 


repta, ſubject to Sidon, the metropolis of 
Phenicia, without the bounds of God's peo- 
vie), ſhe had been brought up in groſs dark- 
neſs and 1dolatry, in utter ignocance of the 
Lord God of Ifracl : or, if the had heard of 
his name, which 1s all that ſeems probable, 
ſhe had been taught to difbelieve the mighty 
wonders of his hand, and was ſtill leſs likely 
to believe his prophet. | 

Moreover, ſhe might argue, If this man, 
by ſome ſecret myſtery of his own, or through 


the power of his God, is able to procure ſo 


preternatural a ſupply for me, whence comes 
it to paſs, that he now ſtands in want him- 
felf, oppreſſed both with hunger and thirſt? 
It appears, therefore, that ſhe mult have 
been wrought upon by an unmixed principle 
of humanity.—She looked upon him as a fel- 
low partner almoſt in the {ame affliction with 
herſelf. —She conſidered he had come a wea- 
ry pilgrimage, in a ſultry climate, through an 


exhauſted country, where neither bread or 


water were to be had, but by acts of liberali- 

ty.—That he had come an unknown traveller ; 

and, as a hard heart never wants a pretence, 

chat this circumſtance, which ſhould rather 
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have befriended, might have helped t to op. 
preſs him. — She conſidered, (for charity i; 
ever fruitful in kind e that he was 
now far from his own country, and had ftray js 
ed out of the reach of the tender offices of 
ſome one who affectionately mourned his ab- 
ſence—Her heart was touched with pity-— 
She turned in filence, and went and did ac- 
cording as he had ſaid. And behiold, both ſhe, 
and he, and her houſe, did eat many days ; or, 
as in the margin, one whole 
barrel of meal waſted not, neither did the cruſe 


of oil fail, until the day that God ſeut rain upon 


2he earth, 


years 


And the 


Though it may not ſeem neceſſary to raiſe 
conjectures here upon this event, yet it is na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, the danger of the famine 


mother began to 


on the reſt 


of her days. 


being thus unexpectedly got over, that the 
fook hopefully forwards up- 
There were many 


widows in Iſrael at that time, when the hea- 
vens were ſhut up for three years and fix 
months; yet, as St Luke obſerves, to none 0 
them was the prophet ſent, ſave to this widow 
In all likelihood, ſhe would not 
be the laſt in making the ſame obſervation, 
and drawing from it ſome flattering conclu- 
fion in favour of her ſon.ä— Many a parent 
would build high upon a worſe foundation. — 
« Since the God of Iſrael has thus ſent his 
«© own meſſenger to us in our diſtreſs, to pal: 


cf Sarepla. 


« by {o many houſes of his own people, and 
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« ſtop at mine, to ſave it in ſo miraculous a a 


« manner from deſtruction, doubtleſs this is 
« but an earneſt of his future kind intentions 
« tous; at leaſt, his goodneſs has decreed 
« to comfort my old age, by the long life 
and health of my ſon :—but perhaps he 
has ſomething greater ſtill in ſtore for him, 
and I ſhall live to ſee the ſame hand here- 
after crown his head with glory and ho- 
«© nour.” We may naturally fuppoſe her in- 
nocently carried away with fuch thoughts, 
when ſhe is called back by an unexpected diſ- 
temper which ſurpriſes her ſon, and, in one 
moment, brings down all her hopes—for Hie 
fickneſs <vas fo ſore, that there was no breath 
(ft in him, | | 

The expoſtulations of immoderate grief 
are ſeldom juſt. For though Elijah had al- 
ready preſerved her ſon, as well as herſelf, 
from immediate death, and was the laſt cauſe 
to be ſuſpected of fo fad an accident; yet the 
paſſionate mother, in the hrſt tranſport, chal- 
lenges him as the author of her misfortunes z 
—as if he had brought down ſorrow upon a 
houſe, which had ſo hoſpitably ſheltered him. 
The prophet was too full of compaſſion, to 
make reply to ſo unkind an accuſation. He 
takes the dead child ou? of his mother's boſom, 


a oo _ co aa 
A aA aA «= 


and laid him upon his baun bed and he cried 
unta the Lord, and ſaid, O Lord my God! 


haft thou brought evil upon the widow with 
«hom I. ſcjourn, by laying her ſon ? © Is this 
| G 95 
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< partner of all her joys and all her cares; 


<6 reaſon to expect thy protection —beholqd, 
„ thou haſt withdrawn Her laſt prop; thou 


* the reward of all her charity and goodnels! 
c Thou haſt before this robbed ker of a dear 


4 and now that ſhe is a widow, and has mo 


* haſt taken away her child, the only ſtay ſlie 
«© had to reſt on.“ And Elijah cried unts 
Ged, and ſaid, © Lord my God, I pray the 
let this child*s foul come into him again, 

The prayer was urgent, and beſpoke the 
diſtreſs of a humane mind, deeply ſuffering 


in the misfortunes of loreover, 


his heart was rent with other paſſions; — he 
was zealous for the name and honour of bis 
God, and thought not only his omnipotence, 


but his glorious attribute of mercy concerned 


in the event : for oh! with what triumph 
would the prophets of Baal retort his own 
bitter taunt, and ſay, is God vas either tali- 
Ing, or he was purſuing, or was in a journey ; 


vr peradventure he fiept, and ſcould have bee: 


awanketd,—He was moreover involved in the 
ſucceſs of his prayer himſelf ;—honeſt minds 
are moft hurt by ſcandal. —And he was afraid 
Jeſt ſo foul a one, ſo unworthy of his charac- 
ter, might ariſe among the Heathen, who 
would report with pleafure, Lo, the wi- 
*& dow of Zarephath took the meſſenger ot 
« the God of Iſract under ber roof, and 
„ kindly entertained him, and fee how ſhe is 
25 rewarded ! furely che 8 was ungrate- 
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te ful; he wanted power, or, what 1s worſe, 
« he wanted pity !?? | 

Beſides all this, he pleaded not only the 
cauſe of the widow ; 1t was the cauſe of cha- 
rity itſelf, which had received a deep wound 
already, and would ſuffer ſtill more, ſhould 
God deny it this teſtimony of his favour. 
So the Lord hearkened unto the voice of Elijah, 
and the ſoul of the child came into him 1 
and he revived, And Elijah took the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber into 


the houſe, and delivered him unio his mother < 


and Elijah ſaid, See, thy ſon liveth. 

It would be a pleaſure to a good mind, to 
op here a moment, and figure to itſelf the 
picture of ſo joyful an event, — To behold, on 

one hand, the raptures of the parent, over- 
come with ſurprize and gratitude, and ima- 
cine how a ſadden ſtroke of ſuch impetuous 
joy, muſt operate on a defpairing counte- 
nance, long accuſtomed to ſadneſs.— To con- 
ceive, on the other ſide of the piece, the holy 


man approaching with the child in his arms— 


full of honeſt triumph in his looks, but 
{weetened with all os kind ſympathy which 
a gentle nature could overflow with upon fo 
happy an event. It is a ſubject one might 


recommend to the pencil of a great genius, 


and would even afford matter for deſcription 
here; but that it would lead us too far from 
the particular purpoſe, for which I have en- 
aged upon thus much of the — already; 


_ 
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the chief deſign of which is, to illuftrate, by 


a fact, what is evident both in reaſon and 
ſcripture, that a charitable and good action 13 
ſeldom calt away, but that, even in this life, 


tered, ſhall be gathered again with increaſe. 
Caſt thy bread upon the waters, and thou ſhalt 
find it after many days. Be as a father unto 
the fatherleſs, and inflead of a huſband unto 
their mother: ſo ſhalt thou be as the Son of the 
Moſt High, and he will love thee more than thy 
mother doth, Be mindful of good turns, for 
thou knoweſt not whot evil ſhall come uon the 
earth'; and when thou falleſt, thou ſhalt ſind a 
tay. It ſhall preſerve thee from all affidtior, 
and fight for thee againſt thy enemies, better than 
a mighty ſbield and a flrong ſpear. 

The great inſtability of temporal affairs, 
and the conſtant fluctuation of every thing in 


ing refuge in ſuch a ſecurity. 
What by ſucceſſive misfortunes ; by failings 


of projects: what by unſuitable expences of 
parents, extravagance of children, and the 
many other ſecret ways whereby riches make 
themſelves wings and fly away; fo many ſur- 
priſing revolutions do every day happen in fa- 
milies, that it may not ſeem ſtrange to ſay, 
that the poſterity of ſome of the moſt liberal 
_ contributors here, in the changes which one 


century may produce, may poſſibly find fhcl- 


it is more than probable, that what is ſo ſcat- 


this world, afford perpetual occaſions of tak- 


and croſs accidents in trade; by miſcarriage 
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ler under this very plant which they now ſo 
kindly water. Nay, fo q; aickly ſometimes 
has the wheel turned round, that many a man 
has lived to enjoy the bencht of that charity 
which his own piety e 

But, beſides this, and exclußve of the right 
which Gop's promiſe gives it to protection 
hercafter, charity and benevolence, in the or- 
dinary chain of effects, have a natural and 
more immediate tendency in themſelves, to 
reſcue a man from the accidents of the world, 
by ſoftening the heart, and winning every 
man's wiſhes to its intereſt. When a 9 
paſſionate man falls, who would not pity him? 
who, that had power to*do it, would not be- 
friend and raiſe him up? or could the moſt 


parbarous temper oſler an inſult to his dijccels, . 


without pain and reluctance? ſo that it is al- 
moſt a wonder that covetouſneſs, even in ſpite 
of itſelf, does not ſometimes argue a man into 
charity, by its own principle of looking for- 


war ds, and the firm ex pectation it would de- 


light in, of receiving its own again with 


uſury.— 80 evident is it in the comſe of 


God's providence, and the natural ftream of 
things, that a good office, one time or other, 
generally meets with a reward. —Generally, 


did I ſay—how can it ever fail ?—when, be- 
Tides all "this ſo large a ſhare of the recom- 


pence is fo inſeparable even from the action 
:itlelf, Aſk the man who has a tear of ten- 
Cerneſs always ready to ſhed over the. N infor. 
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on 
tunate; who, withal, is ready to diftribute, en 
and willing to communicate : aſk him, if the m 


beſt things which wits have ſaid of pleaſure, 

have expreſſed what he has felt, when, by a ti 
ſeaſonable kindneſs. he has made the heart of f 
the widow fing for joy. Mark then the ex- v 


preſſions of unutterable pleaſure and harmony t] 
in his looks; and ſay, whether Solomon has a 
not fixed the point of true enjoyment in tlie e 
right place, when he declares, <4 that he knew t 
* no good there was in any of the riches or 5 
* honours of this world, but for a man to do t 


« good with them in his li.“ Nor was it 
without reaſon he made this judgment.— 
Doubtleſs he had found and ſeen the inſuffi. 
ciency of all ſenſual pleaſures; how unable to 
furniſh either a rational or a lating ſcheme of 
happineſs 3 how ſoon the beſt of them va- 
niſhed; the lefs exceptionable in vanity, but 
the guilty both in vanity and vexation of ſpirii 
— But that this was of ſo pure and refined a 
nature, it burned without conſuming ; it was 
figuratively the widow's barrel of meal which 
waſted not, and cruſe of oil which never failed. 
It is an eaſy matter to add weight to the 
teſtimony of the wiſeſt man, upon the plea- 
ſure of doing good; or elſe the evidence of 
the philoſopher Epicurus is very remarkable, 
whoſe word in this matter is the more to be 
truſted, becauſe a profeſſed ſenſualiſt; who, 
amidſt all the delicacies and improvements of 
pleaſure which a luxuriant fancy might ſtrike 
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out, ſtill maintained, that the beſt way of 
enlarging human happineſs, was, by a com- 
munication of it to others, | 

And if it was neceſſary here, or there was 
time to refine upon this doctrine, one might 
farther maintain, excluſive of the happineſs 
which the mind itſelf feels in the exerciſe of 
this virtue, that the very body of man is never in 
a better ſtate than when he is molt inclined to 
do good offices :—that as nothing more con- 
tributes to health than a benevolence of tem- 
per, ſo nothing generally is a ftronger indica- 
tion of it. | 

And what ſeems to confirm this opinion, 
is an obſervation, the truth of which muſt be 
ſubmitted to every one's reflection - namely — 
that a diſinclination and backwardneſs to do 
good, is often attended, if not produced, by 
an indiſpoſit ion of the animal as well as ra- 
tional part of us: — ſo naturally do the foul 
and body, as in other caſes ſo in this, mutual- 
ly befriend, or prey upon each other. And 
indeed, ſetting aſide all abſtruſer reaſoning 
upon the point, I cannot conceive, but that 
the very mechanical motions winch maintain 
life, muſt be performed with more equal vi- 
gour and freedom in that man, whom a great 
and good ſoul perpetually inclines to ſhow 


mercy to the miſerable, than they can be in a 
poor, fordid, ſelfiſh wretch, whoſe little, con- 


tracked heart, melts at no man's affliction ; 
but tits brooding ſo intently over its own 
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pldts and concerns, as to ſee and feel nothiäg; 


hac 
, and in truth enjoy nothing, beyond himſelf! ſee 
and of whom one may ſay what that grea* to 
maſter of nature has, ſpeaking of a natural * 


ſenſe of harmony, which I think, with more 
juſtice, may be ſaid of compaſſion, that the 
man who had it not — 


he 

| w 
22 fa for treaſons, ſtratagems and ſpoils ; b1 
«© The MoTions of His jþirits are dull as night, ti 
« And his alſections dark as EREBUS. as 
— 0 you man be truſted.” 1 

i 

What divines ſay of the mind, naturaliſts b 
have obſerved of the body; that there is no h 
paſſion ſo natural to it as love, which is the h 
principle of doing good: —and though 1n- j 
ſitances like this juſt mentioned, ſeem far from 
being proofs of it, yet it 1s not to be doubted, l 
but that every hard-hearted man has felt much 0 


himſelf to do aught to fix and deſerve the 
character: and that what we ſay of long ha- 
bits of vice, that they are hard to be ſubdu- 


ed, may with equal truth be ſaid concerning 


the natural impreſſions of benevolence, that a 


man muſt do much violence to himſelf, and 
ſuffer many a painful ſtruggle, before he can 
tear away ſo great and noble a part of his 
nature.— Of this, antiquity has preſerved a 
beautiful inſtance in an anecdote of Alexan- 
der the tyrant of Pheres, who, though he 
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had ſo. induſtriouſly hardened his heart, as to 
ſeem to take delight in cruelty, inſomuch as 


to murder many of his ſubjects every day, 


withont cauſe and without pity 4; yet, at the 
bare repreſentation of a tragedy which related 
the misfortunes of Hecuba and Andromache, 
he was ſo touched with the fictitious diitreſ3 
which the poet had wrought up in it, that he 
burſt out into a flood of tears. The explica- 
tion of which inconfiſtency is eaſy, and caſta 
as great a luſtre upon human nature, as the 
man himſelf was a diſgrace to it. The caſe 
ſeems to have been this: in rea! life he had 
been blinded with paſſions, ana thoughtleſsly 
hurried on by intereſt or refentment :—but 
here, there was no room for motives of that 
kind: ſo that his attention being firſt caught 
hold of, and all his vices laid afleep ;—then 
NaTURE awoke in triumph, and ſhowed how 
deeply ſhe had ſown the feeds of compaſſion 
in every man's breaſt; when tyrants, with 
vices the moſt at enmity with it, were not 
able entirely to root it out. | 
But this is painting an amiable virtue, and 


ſetting ber off with ſhades which wickedneſs 


lends us, when one might ſafely truſt to the 
force of her own natural charms, and aſk, 
whether any thing under Heaven, in its own 
nature, is more lovely andengaging ? — To il- 
luſtrate this the more, let us turn our thoughts 
within ourſelves ; and, for a moment, let any 


number of us here imagine ourſelves at this 
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inſtant engaged in drawing the moſt perfed 
and amiable character, ſuch as, according to 
our conceptions of the Deity, we ſhould thick 
moſt acceptable to him, and moſt likely to be 
univerſally admired by all mankind— I 59- 
peal to your own thoughts, whether the fir: 
idea which offered itſelf to moſt of our ima- 
g1nations, would not be that of a compaſſion- 
ate benefaCtor, ſtretching ſorth his hand to 
raiſe up the helpleſs orphan? Whatever other 
virtues we ſhould give cur hero, we ſhould all 
agree in making him a generous friend, h 
thought the opportunities of doing good, 
to be the only charm of his proſperity : we 
ſhould paint him like the Pialmills river of 
Gol overflowing the thirſty parts of the earth, 
that he might enrich them, carrying plenty 
and gladneſs along with him. If this was 
not ſufficient, and we were ſtill defirous of 
adding a farther degree of perfection to fo 
great a character, we ſhould endeayour to 
think of ſome one, if human nature could 
_ furniſh ſach a pattern, who, if occaſion re- 
quired, was willing to undergo all kinds of 
affliction, to ſacrifice himſelf, to forget his 
deareſt intereſts, and even lay down his lice 
for the good of mankind—A.nd here--O 
merciful Saviour ! how would the bright 
original of thy unbounded goodneſs break in 
upon our hearts? Thou who becamęſt poor, 
2 We m 'ght be rich—though Lord of all 
this world vet * not where to jay thy heas 
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——and, though equal in power and glory 
to the great Gor of NaTukE, yet made/t thy- 
felf of no reputation, tooke/t upon thee the form 
of a ſervant—ſubmitting thyſelf, without o- 
pening thy mouth, to all the indignities which 
a thankleſs and undiſcerning people could of- 
fer; and at length, to accompliſh our ſalva- 
tion, becameſt obedient unto death, ſuffering thy- 
ſelf, as on this day ?, to be led like a lamb to 
the ſlaughter Je | 5 
The conſideration of this ſtupendous in- 
ſtance of compaſſion in the Son of Gov, is 
the moſt nnanſwerable appeal that can be 
made to the heart of man, for the reaſon- 
ableneſs of it in himſelf. —It is the great ar- 


gument which the apoſtles uſe in almoſt all 


their exhortations to good works Beloved, 
if Chriſt ſo loved us—the inference is una- 
voidable ; and gives ſtrength and beauty to 
every thing elſe which can be urged upon 
the ſubject. And therefore I have reſerved 
it for my laſt and warmeſt appeal, with which 
I would gladly finiſh. this difcourſe—that, at 
leaſt for their ſakes for whom it is preached, 
we might be left to the full impreſiion of ſo 
exalted and ſo ſeaſonable a motive—that by 
reflecting upon the infinite labour of this day's 


love, in the inſtance of CHRIS T's death, we 


may conſider what an immenſe debt we owe 


to each other—and by calling to mind the 


a Preached on Good - Friday. 
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therefore, this was the foundation of almoſt 


all miſchiefs, ſeem the den to be redreſſed 
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amiable pattern of his life, in doing good, 
we might learn in what manner we may beſt 
Ciſcharge it. 

And indeed, of all the methods in which a 
good mind magld be willing to do it, I be- 
lieve there can be none more beneficial, or 


comprehenſive in its effects, than that forth 
which we are here met together ;—the proper ag 
education of poor children being the ground- of 


work of almoſt every other kind of charity, d- 
as that which makes every other ſubſequent Wl q 
act of it aniwer the pious non of the h. 
iver. b 
Without this foundation firſt laid, how U 
much kindneſs in the progreſs of a benevolent f 
man's life is unavoidably caſt away? and ſome- ! 
times where it is as ſenſeleſs as the expoſing a 
tender plant to all the inclemencies of a cruel 
ſeaſon, and then going with ſorrow to take 
it in, when the root is already dead. I ſaid, 


every kind of charity, — and, might not one 
have added, of all policy too? ſince the many 
ill conſequences which attend the want of it, 
though grievouſly felt by the parties them- 
ſelves, are no leſs ſo by the community of 
which they are members; and moreover, of 


— Inſomuch, that when one conſiders the diſ- 
loyal ſeductions of Popery on one hand, and 
on the other, that no bad man, whatever he 
Pr ofeſſee, can be a * ſubject, one may ven · 


this laſt century, to riſe up and arm ourſelves 
J againft the rebellious effects which the want 
Jof them have brought down even to our 
doors. And in fact, if we are to truſt anti- 
C quity, the truth of which, in this caſe, we 

have no reaſon to diſpute, this matter has 


| political wiſdom, have choſe to make a public 
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ture to ſay, it had been cheaper and better 
for the nation to have bore the expence of in- 
ſtilling ſound principles and good morals into 
the neglected children of the lower ſort, eſpe- 
cially in ſome parts of Great Britain, than to 
be obliged, ſo often as we have been within 
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been looked upon of ſuch vait importance to 
the civil happineſs and peace of a people, that 
ſome commonwealths, the moſt eminent for 
concern of it; thinking it much ſafer to be 
entruſted to the prudence of the magiſtrate, 
than to the miſtaken tenderneſs, or natural 
partiality of the parent. | 
It was conſiſtent with this, and. beſpoke a 
very refined ſenſe of policy in the Lacedæmo- 
nians (though, by the way, I believe, differs 
ent from what more modern politics would 
have directed in like circumſtances), when 
Antipater demanded of them fifty children, 
as hoftages for the ſecurity of a diſtaut en- 
gagement, they made this brave and wife an- 
wer, „They would not they could not 
« conſent: — they would rather give him 
double the nuniber of their beſt up-grown 
% men,” —--Intimating, that however they 
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| every day . ſnipwreck, and are loſt for 


_ out aloud for the more immediate exerciſe of 


as the compendium of all charity, ſurely it is 


were diftreſſed, they would chooſe any incon. dare 
venience, rather than ſuffer the loſs of their fame 
country's education, and the opportunity L 
(which if once loſt can never be regained) fort! 
of giving their youth an early tincture of re- pov! 
ligion, and bringing them up ta a love of 1n- let! 


duſtry, and a love of the laws and conſtitu- 
tion of their country, —If this ſhows the great 
importance of a proper education to children 
of all ranks and conditions, what ſhall we ſay 


then of thoſe whom the providence of Gop 4 
has placed in the very loweſt lot of life, utterly 5 
caſt out of the way of knowledge, without 8 
a parent, — ſometimes, may be, without a 6 
friend to guide and infiruct them, but what 0 
common picy, and the neceſſity of their ſad 1 
fituation, engages :—where the dangers which 8 
ſurround them on every ſide are ſo great and _ 
many, that, for one fortunate paſſenger in " 
life, who makes his way well in the world . 


with ſuch early diſadvantages, and ſo diſmal a 8 


jetting out, we way reckon thouſands who 6 


ever. 
If ad 152 nfs under heaven which * 


compaſſion, and which may be locked upon 


his; and I am perſuaded there would want 
nothing more to convince the greateſt enemy 
0 theſe kinds of charities 9 it is ſo, but a 
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bare opportunity of taking a nearer view of 
ſome of the more diſtreſsful objects of it. 


Let him go into the dwellings of the un- 


fortunate, into ſome mournful cottage, where 


poverty and affliction reign together. 


There 


let him behold the diſconſolate widow—lſitting 


—ſ{teeped in tears—thus ſorrowing over the 


infant the knows not how to ſuccour “ Q 
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my child, thou art now left expoſed to a 
wide and vicious world, too full of ſnares 
and temptations for thy tender and unprac- 
tiſed age. Perhaps a parent's love may 
magnity thoſe dangers.— But when I con- 
fider thou art driven out naked into the 
midſt of them, without friends, without 
fortune, without inſtruction, my heart 
bleeds beforehand for the evils which may 
come upen thee. 
ed, is witneſs, fo low had his providence 


placed us, that we never indulged one 


with to have made thee rnich—virtuous we 
would have made thee—for thy father, 
ny huſband, was a good man, and feared 
tbe Lord :—and though all the fruits of his 


care and induſtry were little enough for our 


ſupport, yet he honeſtly had determined to 


have ſpared ſome portion of it, ſcanty as 


it was, to have placed thee ſafely in the 
way of knowledge and inſtruction.— But, 
alas ! he is gone from us, never to return 
more; and with him are fled the means of 


doing it: — For, b:hold the creditor is come 
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c upon us, to take all that we have.“ —Grief 
is eloquent, and will not eaſily be imitated.— 


ſolate widow uttering her complaint even in 
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But let the man, who is the leaſt friend to 
diſtreſſes of this nature, conceive ſome diſcon- 


this manner, and then let him conſider, if 
there is any ſorrow lite this ſorrow, where- Wl © c 


ail the Lord hath affiited her? or whether “e 


there can be any charity like that, of taking 1 } 


the child out of the mother*s boſom, and reſcuing 4 ( 


her from theſe apprehenſions? Should a 5 
heathen, a ſtranger to our holy religion, and 4 
the love it teaches, ſnould he, as he journeyed, 


come to the place where ſhe lay, when he ſaw, 0% 


avould he not have compaſſion on her? God for- 
bid a Chriſtian ſhould ie day want it; or at 
any time lool upon ſuch a diſtreſs, and paſs by 
on the other fide. | 

Rather let him do as his Saviovs taught 
him, bind up the wounds, and pour comfort 
into the heart of one whom the hand of Gop 
has ſo bruiſed, Let him practiſe what it is, 
with Elijah's tranſport, to ſay to the afflicted 
widow——— Se, thy ſon Iiveth /——liveth by 
my charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 
all the purpoſes which make life defirable, — 
to be made a good man, and a profitable ſub- 
jet : on one hand, to be trained up to ſuch 
a ſenſe of his duty, as may ſecure him an in- 
tereſt in the world to come; and with regard 
to this world, to be fo brought up in it, to a 
love of honeft labour and induftry, 23 all his 


ef lite long to cara and eat his bread with Joy 
— and thankfulneſs. 
to 


« Much peace and happineſs reſt upon 
the head and heart of every one who thus 
brings children to CRRIsT. — May the 
bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh, 
come ſeaſonably upon him.The Lord 
comfort him, when he moſt wants it; when 
he lies ſick upon his bed, make thou, O 
Gop! all his bed in his ſickneſs; and for 
+ what he now ſcatters, give him, then, that 
peace of thine which paſſeth all under- 
fanding, and which nothing in this world 
can either give or take away. Amen. 
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PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN IN THE 
TEMPLE. 


Luke xvii. 14. Iſt part. —7 tell you, this * went 
down to his bcuſe juſtiſed rather than the other. 


HESE words are the judgment which 

our SAVIOUR has left upon the beha- 

viour and different degrees of merit in the two 

men, the Phariſee and Publican, whom he 

repreſents, in the foregoing parable, as going 

up into the temple to pray. In what man- 

ner they diſcharged this great and ſolemn du- 

ty, will beſt be ſeen from a conſideration of 

the prayer which each is ſaid to have addrel- 
ſed to Gop upon the occaſion. 

The Phariſee, inſtead of an act of humili- 
ation in that awful preſence before which he 
ſtood, —— with an air of triumph and ſelf-ſuffi- 
ciency, thanks Gop that he had not made 
him like others —extortioners, adulterers, un- 
juſt, or even as this Publican.— The Publican 
is repreſented as ſtanding afar off, and, with 
a heart touched with humility, from a juſt 
ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, is ſaid only to 
have ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying Gop 
be merciful to me a finner, I tell you, adds 


ent 
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our SAV1OUR, this man went down to his 
houſe juſtiſied rather than the other. 

Though the juſtice of this determination 
ſtrikes every one at firſt fight, it may not be 
amiſs to enter into a more particular examina- 
tion of the evidence and reaſons upon which 
it might be founded, not only becauſe it mav 
place the equity of this deciſion in favour of 
the Publican in a ſtronger light, but that the 
ſubje& ſeems likely to lead me to a train of 
reflections not unſuitable te the ſolemnity of 
the ſeaſon . 

The Na was one of that ſcat, who, 
in our Savious's time, what by the auſterity 
of their lives—their public alms-deeds, and 


greater pretences to piety than other men, 


had gradually wrought themſelves into much 
credit and reputation with the people : and, 
indeed, as the bulk of theſe are eaſily caught 
with appearances, their character ſeems to 
have been admirably well ſuited to ſuch a pur- 
poſe.— If you looked no farther than to the 
outward part of it, you would think it made 
up of all goodneſs and perfection; an un- 
common ſanctity of life, guarded by great 
decorum and ſeverity of maniers—profuſe 
and frequent charities to the poor many 
acts of religion, much obſervance of the law, 
— much abſtinence much prayer. — 

It is painful to ſuſpect the appearance of 


fo much good and would have been ſo her, 


2 Preached in Lent. 
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had not our bleſſed Sayiovs left us their real 


pecle 

character upon record, and drawn up by him. na 
ſelf in one words That the ſect were like terly 
whiterned ſepulchres, all fair and beautiful M 
rrithout, and enriched there with whatever moul 
could attract the eye of the beholder ; but, thy 
when ſcarched withinfide, were full of cor- the t 
ruption, and of whatever could ſhock and yioo 
diſguſt the ſearcher. So that, with all their MW af 
atis of piety, and more extraordinary like 


ſtrictneſs and regularity in their out ward de-. but 
port ment, all was irregular and uncultivated Veſſe 
within —and all theſe fair pretences, how Pro. 


A 

miſing ſoever, blaſted by the indulgence of wor 
the worſt of human paſſions,.— pride — ſpirit un | foir 
pride, the worlt of all pride hypocriſy, (ci. WW nati 
love, covetouſneis, extortion, ci uelty, revenge. this 
What pity is-it that the ſacred name cf rell- bay 
gion ſhould ever have been borrowed, aud ties 
employed in ſo bad a work, as in covering ble 
over ſuch a black catalogue of vices,—or that Fay 
the fair form of virtue ſhould have been thus Pr 
diſgraced, and for ever drawn into ſuſpicion, an 
from the unworthy uſes of this kind, to which pet 
the artful and abandoned have often put her? da 
The Phariſee ſeems to have had not many day 
ſcruples of this kind, and the prayer he makes on 
uſe of in the temple i is a true picture of the be 


man's heart, and ſhows with what a diſpoſi- . 

tion and frame of mind he came to worſhip. — 
God! I thank thee that thou haſt formed 

me of different materials from the reſt of my 
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pecles, whom thou haſt created frail and vaia 
by nature, but by choice ad diſpoſition ut- 


terly corrupt and wicked. 


Me, thou haſt faſhioned in a different 


mould, and haſt infuſed ſo large a portion of 
thy Spirit into me, lo! I am raifed above 
the temptations and deſires to which fleſh and 
blood are fſubjet.—T thank thee that thou 
© haſt made me thus—not a frail veſſel of clay 
luke that of other men - or even this publican, 
but that 1 ſtand here a choſen and ſanctiſied 
veſſel unto thee. 


After this obvious paraphraſe upon the 


words, which ſpeaks no more than the true 
| ſpirit of the phariſee's prayer - you would 
naturally aſſc, What 3 was there for all 


this triumph—or vehat >undation could he 
have to infult in this manner over the infirmi- 
ties of mankind--or even thoſe of the hum- 
ble pyblican who ſtood before him? — Why, 
ſays he, I give tithes of all that I flels— 
Traly a very indifferent account of himſelf— 
and if that was all he had to offer i in his own 
behalf, Gop knows, it was but a weak foun- 
dation to ſupport ſs mich arrogance and ſelf- 
conceit; becauſe the obſervance of both the 
one and the other of theſe ordinances. might 
be ſuppoſed well enouch to be conſiſtent with 
the moſt pref gate of” life and manners 
The conduct and behaviour of the -pnbli . 
can appear very different--and, indeed, as 


much the reverſe to this az yon cowld- cope 
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ceive. But, before we enter upon that, a8 
have ſpoke largely to the character of the 
5 Phariſee, it will be but juſtice to ſay a word 
\_ or two in general to his.— Ihe publican was 
one. of that order of men employed by the 
| Roman emperors in levying the taxes and 
contributions which were from time to tim? 
exacted from Judea as a conquered nation. 
Whether from the porticular fate of that em- 
ployment, owing to the fixed averſion which 
men have to part with What is their own, or 
from whatever other cauſes it happened fo 
it was, that the whole let of men were od.. 
ous, inſomuch, that the name of a publican 
was a term of en and infamy 1 855 


Perhaps, the many 8 of rigour to 
which their office might direct them height. 
ened ſometimes by a mixture of cruelty and 
WA :nfolence of their own—and pellbly always 
1 made to appear worſe than they were, by the 
(UM loud clamours and miſrepreſentations of other: 
60 Quall might have contributed to form and fix 
Mt this odium. But it was here, no doubt, as in 
all other claſſes of men whoſe profeſſions ex- 
1000 poſe them to more temptations than that © 
1 bthers—that there are numbers who fill be- 
| have well, and who, amidſt all the ſnares and 
Wi. opportunities which ly in their way—paſs 
{lth through them not only with an unblemiſhed 
5 character, but with the inward teſtimony of 5 
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The 2 in all likelinood was one of 

hoſe — and the ſentiments of candour and hu- 
militv, which the view of his con: lition in- 
ſpired, are ſuch as could come _— from a 
beart and character thus deſcribed. 

He goes up into the temple to pay his ſa- 
criſice of prayer in the diſcharge of which, 
ie pleads no merit of his own'—enters into 
no compariſon with others - or juftiſication cf 
himſelf with God but, in reverence to that 
holier part of the temple, where his preſence 
was ſuppoſed more immediately to be diſplay- 
ed he keeps afar off—is afraid to lift up his 
eyes towards heaven but ſmites upon his 
breaſt, and, in a ſhort, but fervent ejacula- 
tion, —ſubmiſfively begs God to have mercy 
upon his fins. © O God i how precious! how hy: 
amiable ! is true humility-? what a difference 1 
in thy fight Joes it make to conſiſt bet wixt oh 
man and man! Pride was not made for a 
creature with ſuch manifold 1mperiections—- 
religious pride is a dreſs which fill worſe be- 
comes him, becauſe, of all others, it is that 
to which he has leaſt pretence the beſt of us 
fall ſeven times a day, and thereby add ſome 
degree of unprofitableneſs to the character of 
thoſe who do all that is commanded them. — 
Was I perfect, therefore, fays Job, I Would 
not know my foul, I would be ſilent, E wou! 
be ignorant of my own righteouſneſs ; for 
'rould J ſay I was perfect, it would prove me 
to be perverſe. From this introduction, J 
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will take occanon to recommend this virtue 0 
religious humility, which ſo naturally fall. 
from the ſubject, and which cannot more ef- 
ſectually be enforced, than by an inquiry into 
the chief cauſes which produce the oppolitc 
vice to it that of ſpiritual pride: for in th': 
malady of the mind of man— tlie caſe is paral- 
lel with moſt others of his body, the dangers 
of which can never rightly be apprehended, 
nor can remedies be applied either with judge- 
ment or ſucceſs, till they are traced back to 
their firſt principles, and the ſeeds of the dil. 
order are laid open and conſidered. 

And, firſt, I believe one of the molt gene- 
ral We ie of ſpiritual pride, is that which 
ſeems to have miſled the phariſee — a miſtaken 
notion of the true principles of his religion. 
He thought, no doubt, that the whole of it 
was comprehepded in the two articles of pay- 
ing tithes and frequent faſting, and that when 
he had diſcharged his conſcience of them — 
He had done all that was required at his 
hands, and might with reaſon go and thank 
God that he had not made him like others. 
lit is not to be queſtioned, but through 
force of this error, the phariſce might thin! 
Himſelf to be, what he pretended, a religious 
and upright man, —For, however he might be 
brought to act a double and infincere part in 
the eyes of men upon worldly views—it is 
not to be ſuppoſed—that when he ſtood by 
himſelf, apart in the temple, and no wit nec. 


2 2 
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ſes of what paſſed between him and his God 
—that he ſhould knowingly and wilfully 
have dared to act ſo open and barefaced a 


ſcene of mockery in the face of Heaven. 


| This is ſcarce  probable—and therefore it muſt 


have been owing to ſome deluſion in his edu- 
cation, which had early implanted in his 
mind falſe and wretched notions of the eſſen- 
tials of religion—which, as he grew up, had 
proved the ſeeds of infinite error, both in 
practice and ſpeculation, — 

With the reſt of his ſect he had been fo 
principled and inſtructed, as to obſerve a ſeru- 
pulous nicety and moſt religious exactneſs in 
the leſſer matters of his religion —its frequent 
waſhings—its faſtings, and other external 
nter no merit in themſelves, but to Rand 
exempted from the more troubleſome exact- 
neſs in the weightier matters of the law, 

which were of eternal and unchangeable obli- 
gation. So that they were in truth blind 
guides - who thus would ſtrain at a gnat, and 
yet ſwallow a camel; and, as our SAaviouR 


reproves them from a familiar in ſtance of do- 


meitie inconfiitency— would make clean the 


outſide of the cup and platter yet ſuffer the 


inſide the moſt material part, to be full of 
corruption and exceſs, From this knowledge 
of the character and principles of the phari- 
ſee, it is eaſy to account for his ſentiments 
and behaviour in the temple, which were jug 
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ſuch as they would have led one to have cx. 
pected. 
Thus it has always happened, by a fatali- 
ty common to all ſuch abuſes of religion, as 
make it to conſiſt in external rites and cere. 
monies, more than inward purity and integri- 
ty of heart. As theſe outward things are ea- 
ſily put in practice — and capable of being at- 
tained to without much capacity, or much 
oppolition to fleſh and blood it too naturaul- 
ly betrays the profeſſors of it into a ground- 
leſs perſuaſion of their own godlineſs, and a 
deſpicable one of that of others, in their re- 
ligious capacities, and the relations in which 
they ſtand towards God ; which is the very 
definition of ſpiritual pride. 

When the true heart and ſpirit of devotion 
is thus loſt and exſtinguiſhed under a cloud of 
oſtentatious ceremonies and geſtures, as is re- 
markable in the Roman church where the ce- 
lebration of high maſs, when fet off to the 
beſt advantage, with all its ſcenical decora- 
tions and finery, looks more like a theatrical 
performance, than that humble and ſolemn 
appeal which duft and aſhes are offering up to 


the throne of God ;—when religion, I ſay, 


is thus clogged and bore down by ſuch a 

weight of ecremonies——it is much eaſier to 
put 1n pretenſions to holineſs upon ſuch a 
mechanical ſyſtem as is left of i-, than where 
the character is only to be got and maintain- 


d by a painful conſlict and * wer a- 
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gainſt the paſſions. It is eaſter, for inſtance, 
for a zealous papiſt to croſs himſelf and tell 
his beads, than for an humble proteſtant to 


lubdue the luſts of anger, intemperauce, cru- 


elty, aud revenge to appear before his Ma- 
ker with that preparation of mind which be- 
comes him. The operation of being ſprin- 
kled with holy water, is net fo difficult in it- 
felf as that of being chaſte and fpotleis with- 


:n—conſcious of no dirty thought or diſho- 


neſt action. It is a much ſhorter way to 
kneel down at a confeſſional, and receive ab- 


{2lution, than to hve ſo as to deſerve it not 


at the hands of men but at the hands of 
God—who ſees the heart, and cannot be im- 
poſed on. The achievement of keeping Lent, 
or abſtaining. from fleſh on certain days, is 
not ſo hard, as that of abſtaining from the 
works of it at all times—eſpecially as the 
point is generally managed amongſt the richer 
fort, with ſuch art and epicuriſm at their ta- 
bles— and with ſuch indulgence to a poor 
mortiſied appetite that an entertainment up- 
on a faſt is much more likely to produce a 
ſurfeit, than a {it of ſorrow. 

One might run the parallel much farther : 
but this may be ſuilicient to ſhow how dan- 
gerous and deluſive theſe miſtakes are—how 
apt to miflead and overſet weak minds, which 
are ever apt to be caught by the pomp of ſuch 
external parts of religion. This 18 evident, 


that even in our own church, where there ig 
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the greateſt chaſtity in things of this nature— 
and of which none are retained in our worſhip, 
but what, I believe, tend to excite and aſſiſt 
it—yet ſo ſtrong a propenſity is there in our 
nature to ſenſe—and ſo unequal a match is 
the underſtanding of the bulk of mankind, 
for the impreſſions of outward things—that 
we ſee thouſands who every day miſtake the 
ſhadow for the ſubſtance, and, was it fairly 
put to the trial, would exchange the reality 
for the appearance. 

You ſee, this was almoſt univerſally the caſe 
of the Jewiſh church—where, for want of 
proper guard and diſtinction betwixt the 
means of religion and religion itſelf, the ce- 
remonial part, in time, eat away the moral 
part, and left nothing but a ſhadow behind. 
It is to be feared the buffooneries of the Ro- 
m1{h church bid fair to do it the ſame ill of- 
ce, to the diſgrace and ruin of Chriſtianity 
wherever popery 18 eſtabliſhed. What then 
remains, but that we rectify theſe groſs and 
pernicious notions of religion, and place it 
upon its true bottom? which we can only do 
by bringing back religion to that cool point of 
reaſon which firſt ſhowed us its obligation 
by always remembering that God is a ſpirit, 
and muſt be worſhipped ſuitable to his nature, 
2. e. in ſpirit and in truth—and that the moſt 
acceptable ſacrifice we can offer him, is a vir- 
tuous and an upright mind; and, however ne- 
«<ffary it is, not to leave the ceremonial and pox 
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tive part of religion undone—yet not, like 
the phariſee, to reſt there - and omit the 
weightier matters; but keep this in view per- 
petually, that, though the inſtrumental duties 


of religion are duties of unqueſtionable obli- 


gat ion to us— yet they are {till but insT&u- 
MENTAL DUTIES, Cconducive.to the great end 
of all religion which is to purify our hearts, 
and conquer our paſſions — and, in a word, to 
make us wiſer and better men better neigh- 
bours better citizens - and better ſervants to 


God. To hee, 6 FM 
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VINDICATION OF HUMAN NATUPE. 


RoMANS xiv. 7. — Fer none of us liveth to himſelf. 


% 


THERE is not a ſentence in ſcripture 
which ſtrikes a narrow ſoul with 
greater aſtoniſhment ; — and one might as ea- 
fily engage to clear up the darkeſt problem in 
geometry to an ignorant mind, as make a 
fordid one comprehend the truth and reaſon- 
ableneſs of this plain propoſition, —No man 
liveth to himſelf !—Why !—does any man 
live to any thing elſe ?—In the whole com- 
paſs of human life, can a prudent man ſteer 
to a ſafer point? Not live to himſelf !— 
To whom then Can any intereſts or con- 
cerns which are foreign to a man's ſelf, have 
ſuch a claim over him, that he muft ſerve un- 
der them—ſuſpend his own purfuits—ſtep 
out of his right courſe, till others have paſſed 
by him, and attained the ſeveral ends and 
purpoſes of living before him ? 

If, with a ſelfiſh heart, ſuch an inquirer 
ſhould happen to have a ſpeculating head too, 
he will proceed and aſk you, Whether this ſame 
principle, which the apoſtle here throws out, of 
the life of man, is not in fact the grand bias of 
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his nature ?—That however we may flatter 
ourſelves with fine-ſpun notions of diſintereſt- 
edneſs and heroiſm in what we do; that, were 
tne moſt popular of our actions ſtripped nak- 


ed, and the true motives and intentions of 


them ſearched to the bottom, we ſhould find 
little reaſon for triumph upon that ſcore.— 

In a word, he will ſay that a man is alto- 
gether a bubble to himſelf in this matter; and 
that, after all that can be ſaid in his behalf, 
the trueſt definition that can be given of bim 
is this, That he is a {claſh animal; and that 
all his actions have ſo ſtrong a e ne of 8 
character, as to ſhow, (to whomever elſe he 
was intended to live), that, in fact, he lives 
only to himſelf. 

Before I reply directly to this accuſation, 


TI cannot help . obſerving by the way, that 
there is ſcarce any thing which has done 
more diſſervice to ſocial virtue, than the fre- 


cuent repreſentations of human nature under 
this hideous picture of deformity, which, by 
leaving out all that is generous and friendly 
in the heart of man, has ſunk him below the 
level of a brute, as if he was a compoſition of 


all that was mean-ſpirited and ſelfiſh. Surely, 
it is one ſtep towards acting well, to think 
worthily of our nature; and, as in common 


life, the way to make a man honeſt i is, to ſup- 
poſe him fo, and treat him as ſuch —ſo here, 
to ſet ſome value upon ourſelves, enables us 
to 8 the character, and even * 


3 


— 
ENS | ; 
——_— . nn. ra = I" 


AAS. 


— 


wes e FITS I 

8 = 7 <= yy 2 — + 8 4 2 

S 
— 


* 2 EX 12 - * — 
=, *chae' OR £2 
Far pro * 2 4 — — 5 £ 
_ p <. Ea? 
; wa ag 4 oo Ns 


= 2 7 
9 2 2 * _ * 


r 
=. * 


3 


„ . a 
3 22 2 


8 


108 SEREMON VII. 


and adds ſentiments of generoſity and virtue 

to thoſe which we have already preconceived. 

The ſcripture tells us, That God made man 

in his own image — not ſurely in the ſenſitive 
and corporeal part of him that could bea: 

no reſemblance with a pure and Infinite Spi- 
9 rit; but what reſemblance he bore was un— 
1all doubtedly in the moral rectitude, and the 
Wes, kind and benevolent affections of his nature, 
1 And though the brightneſs of this image has 
1 been ſullied greatly by the fall of man in our 
firſt parents, and the characters of it rendered 
ſtill lefs legible, by the many ſuperinductions 
of his own depraved appetites ſince yet, it 13 
a laudable pride, and a true greatneſs of 
mind, to cheriſh a belief, that there 1s fo 
much of that glorious image {till left upon it, 
as ſhall reſtrain him from baſe and diſgracefu! 


actions; to anſwer which end, what thought 


6 can be more conducive than that, of our be— C5 
7 ing made in the likeneſs of the greatcſt« and : 
N beſt of Beings? This is a piain conſequence. bi 
7 And the conſideration of it ſhould have, in k 
17 ſome meaſure, been a protection to human q 
nature, from the rough uſage ſhe has me: ! 
al with from the ſatirical pens of fo many of the 
1 French writers, as well as of our own coun— \ 
1 try, who, with more wit than well-meaning, 5 


bave deſperately fallen foul upon the whole | 
ſpecies, as a ſet of creatures incapable either | 
af n friendſhi * or pu ublic ſpixit, but jnſt 


* 


SERMON VII. 109 


as the caſe ſuited their own intereſt and ad- 
vantage. s 

That there is ſelfiſnneſs and el e- 
nough in the ſouls of one part of the world, 
to hurt the credit of the other part of it, is 
what I ſhall not diſpute againſt; but to judge 


of the whole from this bad ſample, and, be- 


cauſe one man is plotting and artful in his na- 
ture—or a ſecond openly makes his pleaſure 
or his proſit the ſole centre of all his deſigns 
or becauſe a third ſtrait-hearted wretch fits 
confined within himfelf—feels no misfortunes 
but thoſe which touch himſelf: to involve the 
whole race without mercy under ſuch deteſt- 
ed characters, is a concluſion as falſe as it is 
pernicious 4 and, was it in general to gain 
credit, could ſerve no end but the rooting out 
of our nature all that is. generous, and plant- 
ing, in the ſtead of it, ſuch an averſion to 
cach other, as muſt untie the bands of ſocie- 
ty, and rob us of one of the greateſt plea- 
ſures of it, the mutual communications of 
kind offices; and, by poiſoning the fountain, 
render every thin 8 ſuſpected that flows through 
7 | 
To the honour of human nature, the ſcrip- 
ture teaches us, that Go made man upright, 
—and, though he has fince found out many 
Inventions, which have much diſhonoured this 
noble firuAnre, 3 et the foundition of it ſtands 


as it was, — the whale frame and deſigu of id. 


carried on upon ſocial virtus and public ſpirit, 
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and every member of us fo evidently ſupport. 
ed by this ſtrong cement, that we may ſay 
with the apoſtle, That no man liveth to hin 
ſelf. In whatſoever light we view him, wie 
ſhall ſee evidently, that there is no {tation or 
condition of his life, — no office, or relation, 
or eircumſtance, but there ariſes from it fo 
many ties, ſo many indiſpenſable claims upon 
him, as muſt perpetually carry him beyond 


any ſelfiſh conlideration, and ſhow plainly, 


that, was a man fooliſhly wicked cnough to 
deſign to live to himſelf alone, he would ei- 
ther find it impracticable, or he would loſe, 
at leaft, the very thing which made life itſelf 
deſireable. We know that our Creator, like 


an all-wiſe contriver, in this, as in all other 


of his works, has implanted in mankind ſuch 
appetites and inclinations as were ſuitable for 
their ſtate; that is, ſuch as would naturally 


lead him to the love of ſociety and friendſhip, 


without which, he would have been found in 
a worſe condition than the very beaſts of the 
field. No one, therefore, who lives in ſocie- 
ty, can be ſaid to live to himſelf ;—he lives 


to his Gop,—to his king, and his country; 


—— he lives to his family, to his friends, to all 
under his truſt; and, in a word, he lives to 
the whole race of mankind : whatſoever has 
the character of man, and wears the ſame 
image of God that he does, is truly his bro- 
ther, and has a juſt claim to his kindneſs. — 
That this is the caſe in fact, as well as in 


—— — 
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theory, may be made plain to any one who 
has made any obſervations upon human life.— 
Vhen we have traced it through all its con- 


nexions, viewed it under the ſeveral obliga- 


tions which ſucceed each other in a perpetual 
rotation through the different ſtages of a haſty 
pilgrimage, we ſhall find, that theſe do oper- 
ate ſo ſtrongly upon it, and lay us juſtly un- 
der fo many reſtraints, that we are every hour 
ſacrificing ſomething to ſocicty, in return for 
the benefits we receive from it. 

To illuſtrate this, let us take a ſhort "TEAK 
of the life of any one man, (not liable to 
great exceptions, but ſuch a life as is common 
to moſt); let us examine it merely to this 
point, and try how far it will anſwer ſuch a 
repreſentation. 

If we begin with him in that early age, 
wherein the ſtrongeſt marks of undiſguiſed 
tenderneſs and difiatercited compaſſion ſhow 
themſelves, — I might previouſly obſerve, with 
what impreſſions he is come out of the hand 


olf Gop, with the very bias upon his nature 


which prepares him for the character which 
he was deſigned to fulfil. —But let us paſs by 
the years which denote childhood, as no. law- 
ful evidence, you will ſay, in this diſpute; 
let us follow him to. the period when he has 
zuſt got looſe from tutors and governors, WA 
his actions may be argued upon with lets c- 
ception. If you obſerve, you will find, that 
one of the firſt and leading propenitics of lus 
| X 2 
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nature, is that which diſcovers 1felf in th 
deſire of ſociety, and the ſpontaneous love 
towards thoſe of his kind. And though the 
natural wants and exigencies of his condition 
are, no doubt, one reafon of this amiable im- 
pulſe, —Gop having founded that in him as a 
proviſional ſecurity t to make him ſocial ; by et, 
though it is a reaſon in nature—it is a reaſon, 
to him yet undiſcovered. 

Youth is not apt to philoſophize fo deeply 
— but follows—as it feels itfelf prompted by, 
the inward workings of benevolence — without. 
view to itſelf, or previous calculation either of 
the loſs or profit which may accrue. Agree- 
ably to this, obſerve how warmly, how heartily 
he enters into friendſhips, —how diſintereſted 
and unſuſpicious in the choice of them !—how 
generous and open in his profeſſions ! —how 
ſincere and honeſt in making them good! 
When his friend is in diſtreſs, —what lengths 
he will go,—what hazards he will bring upon 
himſelf, —what embarraſſment upon his af- 
fairs, to extricate and ſerve him ! If man is 
altogether a ſelfiſh creature, (as theſe moral- 
izers would make him), it is certain he does 
not arrive at the full maturity of it, in this 
time of his life. No. If he deſerves any ac- 
cuſation, it is in the other extreme, © That, 
& in his youth, he is generally more rooL 


c than KN AVE; — and ſo far from being ſuſ- 


oO 


pected of living to himſelf, that he lives ra- 
ther to every body elſe ; the unconſciouſneſs 
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of art and deſign in his own intentions, ren- 
dering him ſo utterly void of a ſuſpicion of it 
in others, as to leave him too oft a bubble to 
every one who would take the advantage.— 
But you will ſay, he ſoon abates of theſe tranſ- 
ports of diſintereſted love; and, as he grows 
older, - grows wiſer, and learns to live more 
to himſelf. 
Let us examine 
That a longer knowledge of the world, ad 
ſome experience of infincerity, —will teach 
him a leſſon of more caution in the choice of 
friendſhips, and leſs forwardneſs in the undiſ- 
tinguiſned offers of his ſervices, is what I 
grant. But, if he cools of theſe, does he 
not grow warmer {till in connexions of a dit- 
ferent kind? Follow him, I pray you, into 
the next ſtage of life, where he has entered 
into engagements, and appears as the father 
of a family, and you will ſee the paſſion ſtill 
remains— the- ſtream ſomewhat more. confined 
but runs the ftronger for it, —the ſame be- 
nevolence of heart, altered only in its courſe, 
and the difference of objects towards which it 
tends, Take a ſhort view of him in this light, 
as acting under the many tender claims which. 
that relation lays upon him,—ſpending many 
weary days, and ſleepleſs nights, —utterly for- 
getful of himſelf, —intent only upon his fami- 
ly, and, with an anxious heart, contriving 
and labouring to keep it from diſtreſs, againſt 
that hour when he ſhall be taken from i its pro- 


3 
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tection. Does ſuch a one live to birafelf > — 
He who riſes early, late takes reſt, and eats: 
the bread of carefulneſs, to ſave others it: 
ſorrow of doing ſo after him; does ſuch a une 
hve only to himſelf? — Ve who are parents, 
anſwer this queſtion for him. How oft hav: 
ye ſacrificed your health, —your eaſe, — your 
pleaſures, —nay, the very comforts of your 
lives, for the ſake of your children? How 
many indulgences have ye given up ?—Whi: 
ſelf-denials ahd difficulties have ye cheerfully 
undergone for them-?—In their fickneſs, or 
reports of their miſconduct, how have ye 
gone on your ay forrowing ? What alarms 
within you, when fancy forebodes but ima- 
ginary misfortunes hanging over them ?—But 
When real ones have overtaken them, and m:/- 
chief befallen them in the wway in which they hawe 
gone, how, ſharper than a ſword, have ye fel: 
the workings of parental kindneſs } ? In what- 
ever period of human life we look for prooj: 
of ſclfiſhneſs, —let us not ſeek them in this 
relation of a parent, whoſe whole life, when 
truly known, is often little elſe but a ſuccei- 
ſion of carcs, heart-aches, and diſquieting ap- 
prehenſions, — enough to ſhow, that he is bu: 
an inſtrument in the hand of Gon to provid. 
for the well-being of others, to ſerve their in- 
tereſt as well as his own. 
If you try the truth of this reaſoning up- 
on every other part or ſituation of the fams 


Ute, you will find it holds good in one degres 


I 
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or other. Take a view of it out of thoſe 


cloſer connexions both of a friend and parent. 


Couſider him, for a moment, under that na- 


tural alliance. in which even a heathen poet 
has placed him, namely, that of a man,—and 
as ſuch, to his honour, as one incapable of 
landing unconcerned in whatever concerns 


his fellow- creatures. Compaſſion has fo great 


a ſhare in our nature, and the miſeries of this 
world are ſo conſtant an exerciſe of it, as to 
leave it in no one's power, (who deſerves the 
name of man), in this reſpect to live o Him- 


lf | 
Ee cannot ſtop his ears againſt the cries of 
the unfortunate. — The ſad ſtory of the father- 
lis, and him that has no helper, zunſt be 
heard.— The ſerrowful fighing of the priſoner 
will come before bim; and a thouſand other 
untold caſes of diſtreſs, to which the life of 
man is ſubject, find a way to his heart, let 
intereſt guard the paſſage as it will: — , Ve 
bath this worla®s goods, and fecth his brother 
have need, he will not be able to ſhut up his 
bowels of compaſſion from him. 

et any man of common humanity look 
back upon his own life, as ſubjected to theſe 
ſtrong claims, and recolle& the influence they 
have had upon him — How oft the mere im- 
pulſes of generoſity and compaſſion have led 
him out of his way ?—in how many acts c£ 


charity and kindneſs, his fellow- feeling for o- 


thors has made him forget himſelf in neigb- 
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bourly offices, how oft he has acted againſt 


all conſiderations of profit, convenience, nay, 
ſometimes, even of juſtice jitſelf: Let him 
add to this account, how much, in the pro- 
greſs of his life, has been given up even to 
the leſſer obligations of civility and good 
manners, — what reſtraints they have laid him 
under; — how large a portion of time, how 
much of his inclination, and the plan of life 
he ſhould moſt have wiſhed, has from time to 
time been made a ſacrifice to his good nature 
and difinclination to give pain or diſguſt to 
others ! | 155 

Whoever takes a view of the life of man, 
in this glaſs wherein I have ſhown it, will 
find it fo beſet and hemmed in with obliga- 
tions of one kind or other, as to leave little 
room to ſuſpect, that man can live to himſelf : 
and ſo cloſely has our Creator linked us toge- 
ther (as well as all other parts of his works) 
for the preſervation of that harmony in the 
frame and ſyſtem of things which his wiſdom 
has at firſt eſtabliſhed, —that we find this bond 
of mutual dependence, however relaxed, is 
too ſtrong to be broke ; and I believe, that 
the moſt ſelfiſh men find it is ſo, and that 


they cannot, in fact, live ſo much to them- 


ſelves, as the narrowneſs of their own hearts 
ancline them. If theſe reflections are juſt, up- 
on the moral relations in which we ſtand to 
cach other, let us cloſe the examination with 
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a ort reflection upon the great relation in 
winch we ſtand to Gop. 

The firſt and moſt natural thought on this 
ſabject, which at one time or other will thruſt 
mn upon every man's mind, 18 this,. That 
there is a God who made me, to whoſe gift 
I owe all the powers and faculties of my ſoul, 
to whote providence I owe all the bleſſings of 
ry life, and by whoſe permiſſion it is that I 
excrciſe and enjoy them ;—that I am placed 
in this world as a creature but of a day, haſ- 
tening to the place from whence I ſhall not 
return that I am accountable for my con- 
duct and behaviour to this greateſt and wiſeſt 
of Beings, before whoſe judgment. ſeat I muſt 
finally appear, and receive the things done in 
my body —whether they are good, or whether 
they are bad. 

Can any one doubt, but the moſt inconſi- 
derate of men ſometimes ſit down coolly, and 
make ſome ſuch plain reflections as theſe upon 
their ſtate and condition? Hor that, after they 
have made them, can one imagine they loſe 
all elfect?— As little appearance as there is of 
religion in the world, there is a great deal of 
its iufluence felt in its affairs nor can one fo 
root out the principles of it, but, like nature, 
they will return again, and give checks and 
interrupt ions to guilty purſuits. There are 
ſeaſons, when the thoughts of a juſt Gop 
overlooking, and the terror of an after-reck- 
oning, hare made the molt determined trem- 
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ble, and ſtop ſhort in the execution of a wick. 
ed purpoſe. And if we conceive that the 
worſt of men lay ſome reſtraints upon them. 
ſelves from the weight of this principle, what 
ſhall we think of the good and virtuous part 
of the world, who live under the perpetual 
influence of it, who ſacrifice their appetites 
and paſſions, from a conſcience of their duty 
to Gor, and conſider him as the object to 
whom they have dedicated their ſervice, and 
make that the firſt principle and ultimate end 
of all their actions? — How many real and 
unafſected inſtances there are in this world, 
of men thus governed, will not ſo much con- 


cern us to inquire, as to take care that we are 


of the number: which may God grant, for 
the ſake of Jesus CnRisr. Amen. 
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EcCLES. ix. I11.—IJ returned and ſaw under the ſun, 

that the race is not to the ſwift, nor the baitle to the 
frrong,—neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to 
ren of under/landing, nor yet favour to men of ſill, — 
but time and chance happeneth to them all. 7 


HEN a man caſts a look upon this 
, melancholy deſcription of the world, 
and ſees, contrary to all his gueſſes ' and ex- 
pectations, what different fates attend the 
lives of men,—how oft it happens in the 
world, that there is not even bread to the 
wiſe, nor riches to men of underſtanding, &. 
The is apt to conclude with a ſigh upon it, 
—in the words—though not in the ſenſe of 
the wiſe man,—that time and chance happen- 
eth to them all. — That time and chance, — 
apt ſeaſons and fit conjunctures, have the 
greateſt ſway in the turns and diſpoſals of 
mens fortunes: and that, as theſe lucky hits 
(as they are called) happen to be for, or a- 
gainſt a man,—they either open the way to 
his advancement againft all obſtacles,—or 
block it up againſt. all helps and attempts; : 
that, as-the text intimates, neither wi/dom, 
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nor underſtanding, nor ſcili, ſhall be able to 


ſurmount them. i 
However widely we may differ in our rea- 
ſonings upon this obſervation of Solomon's, 
the authority of the obſervation is ſtrong be. 
yond doubt, and the evidence given of it in 
all ages ſo alternately confirmed by examples 
and complaints, as to leave the fact itſelf un- 
queſtionable, —That things are carried on 11 
this world, ſometimes fo contrary to al our 
reaſonings, and the ſeeming probabilities of 
ſucceſs, —that, even the rave is not to the 
ſwift, nor the battle to the firong, — nay, 


vrhat is ſtranger ſtill nor yet 3 to the 


wiſe, who ſhould laſt ſtand in want of it, — 


nor yet riches,to men of underſtand ing, who 


you would think beſt qualified to acquire 
them, — nor yet favour to men of ſkill, whoſe 
merit and pretences bid the faireſt for it but 
that there are ſonie ſecret and unſcen work- 
ings in human affairs, which baflle all our en- 


deavours, — and turn aſide the courſe of things 


in ſuch a manner, = that the moſt likely cauſes 
diſappoint and fail of producing for us the 
effect which we wiſhed and naturally expected 
from them. 

You will fee a man, of whom, was you to 
form a conjecture from the appearances of 
things in his fivour,—you would ſay was ſet- 
ting out in the world with the faireſt profpe& 
of making his fortune in it; — with all the 


advantages of birth to recommend bim — ef 
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perſonal merit to ſpeak for him, —and of 
friends to help and puſh him forwards : you 
will behold him, notwithſtanding this, diſap- 
pointed in every effect you might naturally 


have looked for, from them; every ſtep he 


takes towards his cement, ſomething in- 

viſible ſhall pull him back, ſome unforeſeen 
obſtacle ſhall riſe up perpetually i in his way, 
and keep him there. In every application he 
makes, —ſome untoward circumſtance ſhall 
blaſt it.— He ſhall riſe early, —late take reit, 
—and eat the bread of carefulneſs; - yet ſome 
happier man ſhall fill riſe up, and ever ſtep 
in before him, and leave him ſtruggling, ta 
the end of his life, in the very fame place in 
which he firſt began it. 

The hiſtory of a ſecond, ſhall in all reſpects 
be the contraſt to this. He ſhall come into 
the world with the moſt unpromiſing appear- 
ance, — ſhall ſet forwards without fortune, 
without fricnds—without talents to procure 
lim either the one or the other. Neverthe- 
leſs, you will ſee this clouded proſpect 
brighten up inſenſibly, unaccountably before 
him; every thing preſented in his way, ſhall 
turn out beyond his expectations ;—1n ſpight 
of that chain of unſurmountable difficulties 
which firſt threatened him time and chance 
ſhall open him a way,—a ſeries of fucceſsful 
occurrences ſhall lead him by the hand to tle 
ſummit of honour and fortune, and, in & 
word, without giving him the. you of think 
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men are full of inftances of this nature, — 
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ing, or the credit of projecting it, ſhall place 
him in ſafe poſſeſſion of all that ambition 
could wiſh for. 


The hiſtories of the lives and fortunes ot 
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where favourable times, and lucky accidents, 
have done for them, what wiſdom or {kill 
could not: and there is ſcarce any one who 
has lived long in the world, who, upon look- 
ing backwards, will not diſcover ſuch a mix. 


mat 
ture of theſe in the many ſucceſsful turns ple: 
which have happened in his life, as to leave the 
him very little reaſon to diſpute againſt the anc 


fact, and, I ſhould hope, as little upon the G 


concluſions to be drawn from it. yet 

Some, indeed, from a ſuperficial view cf th: 
this reprgſentation of things, have atheiſticl. ou 
ly inferred, - that becauſe there was ſo muc' Will thi 
of lottery in this life,—and mere caſnait; MI tir 
leemed to have ſuch a ſhare in the diſpoſal os hi. 
our affairs, — that the providence of God tou! of 
neuter and unconcerned in their ſeveral work- — 
ings, leaving them to the mercy of time and ſe 
chance, to be furthered or diſappointed as at 
ſuch blind agents directed. Whereas, in p 
truth, the very oppoſite concluſion follows. p 
For conſider, — if a ſuperior intelligent power e 
did not ſometimes croſs and overrule events in u 
this world - then our policies and deſigns in d 
it, would always anſwer according to the - 


wiſdom and ſtratagem in which they were 
laid, and every cauſe, in the courſe of thingy, 
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would produce its natural effect, without va- 
riation. Now, as this is not the caſe, it ne- 
cellarily follows, from Solomon's reaſoning, 
that, if the race is not to the ſwift, —if know- 
jedge and learning do not always ſecure men 
from want, — nor care and induſtry always 
make men rich, — nor art and ſkill infallibly 
make men high in the world; that there is 
ſome other cauſe which mingles itſelf in hu - 
man affairs, and governs and turns them as it 
pleaſes; which cauſe can be no other than 
the Firſt Cauſe of all things, and the ſecret 
and overruling providence of that Almighty 
God, who, though his dwelling is ſo high, 
yet he humbleth himſelf to behold the things 
thatere done on earth, raiſing up the poor 
out of the duſt, and lifting the beggar from 


the dunghill, and, contrary to all hopes, put- 
ting him with princes, even with the princes of 


his people ; which, by the way, was the caſe 
of David, who makes the acknowledgement ! 
And no doubt—one reaſon, why Gop has 
ſelected to his own diſpoſal ſo many inſtances 
as this, where events have run counter to all 
probabilities—was to give teſtimony to his 
providence in governing the world, and to 
engage us to a conſideration and dependence 
upon it, for the event and ſucceſs of our un- 
dertakings . For, undoubtedly—as I ſaid, 
—it ſhould ſeem but ſuitable to nature's law, 


* Vid. Tillotſon's ſermon on this ſubject. 
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that the race ſhould ever be to the ſwift, 
and the battle to the ſtrong ;—it is reaſonable, 
that the beſt contrivances and means ſhould 
have beſt ſucceſs : —and fince it often falls out 
otherwiſe in the caſe of man, where the 
wiſeſt projects are overthrown, - and the moſt 
hopeful means are blaſted, and time and 
chance happens to all ;—you muſt call in the 
Deity to untie this knot ;—for though, at 
ſundry times—ſundry events fall out,—which 
we, who look no farther than the events them- 
ſelves, call chance, becauſe they fall out quite 
contrary, both to our intentions and hopes,— 
yet, at the fame time, in reſpe& of Gov's 


' Providence overruling in theſe events, it were 


profane to call them chance, for they are 
pure deſignation, and, though inviſible, are 
ſtill the regular diſpenſations of the ſuperin- 
tending power of that Almighty Being, from 
whom all the laws and powers of nature are 
derived ;—who, as he has appointed, —ſo he 
holds them as inſtruments in his hands; and, 
without invading the liberty and free-will of 
his creatures, can turn the paſſions and defires 
of their hearts to fulfil his own righteouſneſs, 
and work ſuch effects in human affairs, which 
to us ſeem merely ca/ual,—but to him, cer- 
tain and determined, and what his infinite 
wiſdom fees neceſſary to be brought about, 
for the government and preſervation of the 


world, over which providence perpetually pre- 


 £des, 
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When the ſons of Jacob had caſt their bro- 
ther Joſeph into the pit for his deſtruction.— 
one would think, if ever any accident which 
concerned the life of man deſerved to be call- 
ed chance, it was this, that the company of 
Iſamaelites ſhould happen to paſs by, in that 
open country,, at that very place, at that 
time too, when this barbarity was committed. 
After he was reſgued by ſo favourable a con- 
tingency—his life and future fortune ſtill de- 
pended upon a ſeries of contingencies equally 
improbable. For inſtance, had the buſineſs 
of the Iſhmaelites, who bought him, carried 
them from Gilead, to any other part of the 
world bchdes Egypt; or, when they arrived 
there, had they fold their bond-ſlave to any 
other man but Potiphar, throughout the 
whole empire, —or, after that diſpoſal, had 
the unjuſt accuſations of his maſter's wife caſt 
the youth into any other dungeon, than that 
where the king's priſoners were kept,—or 
had it fallen out at any other criſis, than when 
Pharaoh's chief butler was caſt there too ;— 
nad this, or any other of theſe events, fallen 
out otherwiſe than it did, —a ſeries of unme- 
rited misfortunes had overwhelmed him—and, 
in conſequence, the whole land of Egypt and 
Canaan, From the firſt opening to the con- 
cluſion of this long and intereſting tranſac- 
tion, the providence of Gop ſuffered every 
thing to take its courſe : the malice and 
cruelty of Joſeph's 3 wrought the 
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worſt miſchief againſt him ;—baniſhed him 
from his country and the protection of hiz 
parent.— The laſt and baſeneſs of a diſap- 
pointed woman ſank him ſtill deeper ; — load. 
ed his character with an unjuſt reproach, 
and, to complete his ruin, doomed him, 
friendleſs, to the miſeries of a hopeleſs priſon, 
where he lay neglected. Providence, though 
it did not croſs theſe events, yet providence 
beat them to the moſt merciful ends. When 
the whole Drama was opened, then the wil- 


dom and contrivance of every part of it was 


diſplayed. Then it appeared, it was not they 
(as the patriarch inferred, in conſolation of 
his brethren), it was not they who ſold him, 
but Gop ;—1t was He ſent him thither before 
them z—his ſuperintending power availed it- 
ſelf of their paſſions, directed the operations 
of them, —held the chain in his hand, and 
turned and wound it to his own purpoſe. 


* Ye verily thought evil againſt me, —but 


Gop meant it for good ;—ye had the guilt 
of a bad intention, —his providence the glory 
of accompliſhing a good one,—by preſerving 
you a foſterity upon the earth, and bringing to 


paſs, as it is this day, to fave much people a- 


live.“ All hiſtory is full of ſuch teſtimonies, 
which, though they may convince thoſe who 
look no deeper than the ſurface of. things, 
that time and chance happen to all, —yet, to 
thoſe who look deeper, they manifeſt, at the 
fame time, that there is a hand much bus 
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in human affairs than what we vainly cal- 
culate ; which, though the projectors of this 
world overlook, —or àt leaſt make no allow- 
ance for in the formation of their plans, they 
encrally find it in the execution of them. 
And though the fataliſt may urge, that every 
event in this life is brought about by the mi- 
niſtry and chain of natural cauſes; yet, in 
anſwer, — let him go one Rep higher and 


conſider, —whoſe power it is, that enables 


theſe cauſes to ate knowledge it is 


that forcſees what will be their effects, -whoſe 


goodneſs it is that is invifibly conductiug 
them forwards to the beit and greatcit ends 
for the happineſs of his creatures. 

So that, as a great reaſoner juſtly diſt in- 
guiſhes upon this point, —“ It is not only re- 
ligiouſſy ſpeaking, but witli the ſtricteſt and 
moſt philoſophical truth of expreition, that 
the Scripture tells us, that Gor commandeth 
the ravens :—that they are His directions, 
which the <vinds and the ſeas obey, If his ſer- 


_ vant hides himfelf by the brook, ſuch an or- 


der of cauſes and effects ſhall be laid, — that 
the fowls of the air ſhall miniſter to his ſup- 
port. — When this reſource fails, and his pro- 
act is directed to go to Zarephath—for that 
he hes :ommanded a widow woman there to 
iuftain him, —the ſame hand which leads the 

;:rophct to the gate of the city— ſhall lead 
forth the diſtreſlecl widow to the ſame place, 
to take him under her roof, —and, though 
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upon the impulſe of a different occaſion, ſhall 
nevertheleſs be made to fulfil his promiſe and 
intention of their mutual preſervation.” 

Thus much for the truth and illuſtration of 
this great and fundamental doctrine of a pro- 
vidence ; the belief of which 1s of ſuch con- 


| ſequence to us, as to be the great ſupport and | 
comfort of our lives. 


Juſtly, therefore, might the pſalmiſt, up- 
on this declaration — that the Loxb is King, 
-—conclude, that the earth may be glad there- 
for, yea, the multitude of the iſles r be 
glad thereof. . VVV 

May Gop grant, che . may make 
us as virtuous, as it has reaſon to make us 
joyful; and that it may bring forth in us the 
fruits of good living to his praiſe and glory ; 
to whom be all might, majeſty, and dominion, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 
THE CHARACTER OF HEROW. 


PREACHED ON INNOCENTS DAY. 


V. 


Marr. ii. 17, 18. — Then was fulflled that which 2vas 
ſpoken by Jeremy the propbet, ſaying — IA Rama was 
there a voice beard, lamentation, and aweeping and 
great mourning, Rachael weeping for ber child; en; and 
would not be comforted, becauſe they are not. 


HE words which St Matthew cites 
here, as fulfilled by the cruelty and 
ambition of Herod, — are in the 3 iſt chapter 
of Jeremiah; 15th verſe. In the foregoing 
chapter, the prophet having declared Gop's 
intention, of turning the mourning of his 

people into joy, by the reftoration of the 
tribes which had been led away captive into 
Babylon ; he proceeds, in the beginning of 
this chapter, which contains this prophecy, 
to give a more particular deſcription of the 
great joy and feſtivity of that promiſed day, 
when they were to return once more to their 
own land, to euter upon their a 
ſions, and enjoy again all the privileges they 
had loſt, and, amonglt others, and what was 
avove them all, - the favour and protection at 
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hood, never to be reſtored back to her again, 
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Gov, and the continuation of his mercies to 
them and their poſterity. 

To make, therefore, the Ceci of this 
change the ſtronger upon their minds—he 
gives a very pathetic reprefentation of the 


preceding ſorrow on that day when they were 


firſt led away taptive. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, A voice was heard 


in Rama; lamentation and bitter weeping, 


Rachael weeping for her children, refuſing to 
be comforted, becauſe they were not. | 
To enter into the full ſenſe and beauty of 


this deſcription, it is to be remembered, that 


the tomb of Rachael, Jacob's beloved wife, 
as we read in the 35th of Geneſis, was fituat- 
ed near Rama, and betwixt that place and 
Bethlehem. Upon which circumſtance, the 
prophet raiſes one of the moft affecting ſcenes 


that could be conceived ; for, as the tribes, 


in their ſorrowful journey betwixt Rama and 
Bethlehem, in their way to Babylon, were 


ſuppoſed to paſs by this monumental pil- 


lar of their anceſtor Rachael, Jacob's wife, — 
the prophet, by a common liberty in rhetoric, 


introduces her as riſing up out of her ſe- 


pulchre, and, as the common mother of two 
of their tribes, weeping for her children, be- 
wailing the 14 cataſtrophe of her poſterity 
led away int a ſtrange land, —refuſing to be 
comforted, becauſe they were not,—loſt and 
cut off from their country, and, in all likeli- 
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The Jewiſh interpreters ſay upon this, that 
the patriarch Jacob buried Rachael in this 
very place, foreſeeing, by the ſpirit of pro- 


phecy, that his poſterity ſhould that way be 


led captive, that ſhe might, as they paſſed 
her, intercede for them.— _ 

But this fanciful ſuperſtructure upon the 
paſſage, ſeems to be little elſe than a mere 
dream of ſome of the Jewiſh Doctors; and 
indeed, had they not dreamed it when they 
did, it is great odds, but ſome of the Romiſh 
dreamers would have hit upon it before now. 
For as it favours the doctrine of interceſſions 
—if there had not been undemable vouchers 
for the real inventors: of the conceit, one 
ſhould much ſooner have ſought for it a- 
mongſt the oral traditions of this church, than 
in the Talmud, where it is.— | 

But this by the by. There is ſtill another 
interpretation of the words here cited by St 
Matthew, which al:ogether excludes this ſce- 
nical repreſentation I have given of them.— 
By which it is thought that the lamentation 
of Rachael, here deſcribed, has no immediate 
reference to Rachael, Jacob's wife ; but that 


it ſimply alludes to the ſorrows of her de- 


ſcendants, the diſtreſſed mothers of the tribes 
of Benjamin and Ephraim, who might ac- 
company their children, led intd captivity, as 
far as Rama, in their way to Babylon, who 
wept and wailed upon this ſad occaſion, and, 
as the prophet deſcribes them in the perſon 
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of Rachael, refuſing to be comforted for tlie 
loſs of her children, looking upon their de- 
parture without hope or proſpect of ever be- 
holding a return. 

Whichever of the two ſenſes you give the 
words of the prophet, the application of them 
by the evangeliſt is equally juſt and faithful. 
For as the former ſcene he relates was tranſ- 
ated upon the very ſame ſtage, —in the ſame 


diſtrict of Bethlehem near Rama,—where ſo 


many mothers of the ſame tribe now ſuffered 
this tecond molt affecting blow—the words of 
Jeremiah, as the evangeliſt obſerves, were li- 
terally accompliſhed; and, no doubt, in that 
lorrid day, a voice was heard again in Ra- 
ma, lamentation and bitter weeping—Rachael 


weeping for ker children, and refuſing to be 


comforted j—every Bethlemitiſh mother in- 
volved in this calamity, beholding it with 
hopeleſs forraw—pive vent to it—each one 
bewailiag her children, and lamenting the 
taranets of their lot, with the anguiſh of a 
heart as incapable of conſolation, as they 
were of redreſs, Monſter !—could no con- 
ſideration of all this tender ſorrow, ſtay thy 
hands ?—Could no reilection upon fo much 
bitter lamentation throughout the coaſts of 
Bethlehem, interpoſe and plead in behalf of 
fo many wretched objects, as this tragedy 
would make ?—Was there no way open to 
ambition, but that thou muſt trample upon 
the alfections of nature ?—Could no pity fox 
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the innocence of childhood—no ſympathy for 
the yearnings of parental love, incline thee 
to ſome other meaſures for thy ſecurity but 
thou muſt thus putileſsly ruſh in—take the 


victim by violence tear it from the embraces 


of the mother offer it up before her eyes 
leave her diſconſolate for ever—broken-hearted 
with a loſs—fo affecting in itſelt—ſo circum- 
ſtanced with horror, that no time, how friend- 
ly ſoeyer to the mournful—ſhould ever be able 
to wear out the impreſſion ? 

There is nothing in which the mind of man 


is more divided han i in accounts of this hor- 


rid nature. For when we conſider man, ag 
faſnioned by his Maker innocent and up- 
right —full of the tendereſt diſpoſitions with 
2 heart inclining him to kindneſs, and the love 
and protection of his ſpecies—this idea of 
vim would almoſt ſhake the eredit of ſuch ac- 
counts —ſo that, to clear them—we are 
forced to take a fecond view of man—very 
different from this favourable one, in which 
we inſenfibly repreſent him to our imagina- 


tions—that is—we are obliged to conſider 
him—not as he was made— but as he 18—2 


creature, by the violence and irregularity of 
his paſſions, capable of being perverted from 
all theſe friendly and bencvoleaf propenſities, 
and ſometimes hurried into exceſſes fo oppo- 
ſite to them, as to render the moſt unnatural 
and horrid accounts of what he does, but too 
probable.— The truth of this obſerration will 
Vol. J. M 
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be exemplified in the caſe before us. For, 


next to the faith and character of the hiſto- 


rian who reports ſuch facts, - the particular 
character of the perſon who committed them 
is to be conſidered as a voucher for their 
truth and credibility ;—and if, upon inquiry, 
it appears that the man acted but conſiſtent 
with himſelf, - and juft as you would have ex- 
pected from his principles, — the credit of the 
hiſtorian is reſtored, —and the fact related 
ſtands inconteſtible, from ſo ſtrong and con- 
curring an evidence on its ſide. — | 
With this view, it may not be an unac- 
ceptable application of the remaining part ot 
a diſcourſe upon this day, to give you a ſketc); 
of the character of Herod, not as drawn 
from Scripture,—-for, 1n general, it furniihes 
us with few materials for fuch defcriptious ;--- 
the ſacred Scripture cuts off, in few words, 


the hiſtory of the ungodly, how great foever 


they were in the eyes of the worid,—and, ©: 


the other hand, dwells largely upon the ſmall- 
eſt actions of the righteous. -Wie find all the 


eircumſtanees of the lives of Abraham, Iſaac, 


Jacob, and Joſeph, recorded in the miautei 
manner.— Tbe wicked ſcem only mentioned 
with regret; juft brought upon the ſtage, on 


purpoſe to be condemned. 'The uſe and ad- 


vantage of which conduct —is, I ſuppoſe, the 


reaſon as in general it enlarges on no cha- 


rater, but what is worthy of imitation. 


*Vis however undeniable, that the lives c 
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pad men are not without uſe ;—and whenever 
juch an one is drawn, not with a corrupt 
view to be admired, —but on purpoſe to be 
deteſted. —it muſt excite fuch an horror a- 
gainſt vice, as will ſtrike indireQly the ſame 
ood impreſſion. Ard though it is painful 
in the laſt degree to paint a man in the ſhades 
which his vices have caſt upon him, —yet 
when 1t ſerves this end, and at the ſame time 
ilaſtrates a point in ſacred Pegs An carries 
its own excuſe with it. 


This Herod, therefore, of whom the e- 


vangeliſt ſpeaks, if you take a ſuperſicial 
view of his life, you would ſay, was a com- 
pound. of good and evil; that though he was 
certainly a bad man,—yet you would think 
the maſs was tempered at the ſame time with 
a mixture of good qualities. So 'that, in 
courſe, as is not uncommon, he would appear 
with two characters very different from each 
other. If you looked upon the more favour- 
able ſide, you would fee a man of great ad- 
dreſs,.— popular in his behaviour, —generous, 
— prince: like in his entertainments and ex- 
pences, and, in a word, ſet off with all ſuch 
virtue and ſhowy properties, as bid high for 


the countenance and e of the 


world, -*' 55 

View him in another light, he was an am- 
bitious, deſigning man,—ſuſpicious of all the 
world, —rapacious, implacable in his temper, 
without ſenſe of religion,—or feeling of 
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humanity.—Now, in all ſuch eomplex cha- 
racters as this, —the way the world uſually 

Judges, is,. —to ſum up the good and the bat 
againſt each other, — deduct the leffer of theſ- 


articles from the greater, and (as we do in 


paſſing other accounts) | give credit to the man 
for what remäins upon the balance. Now, 
though this ſeems a falr.— yet I fear it is of. 
ten fallacious, reckoning, *. ich, though 
it may ſerve in man ordinary caſes of pri- 
vate life, yet will not hold good in the more 
notorious inſtances of mens Hyves, eſpecially 
when ſo complicated with good and bad, as 
to exceed all eommon bounds and proportions. 
Not to be deceived in ſuch caſes, we muſt 


work by a different rule, which, though it 


may appear leſs candid—yet, to make amends, 
J am perſuaded will bring us, in general, 
much nearer to the thing we want, —Which i 18 
truth. The way to which is—in' all judge- 
ments of this kind, to diſtinguiſh and carry 
in your eye the principal and ruling paſſion 
which leads the character and ſeparate that 
from the other parts of it, —and then take 
notice, how far his other qualities, good and 
bad, are brought to ſerve and ſupport that. 
For want of this diſtinction, —we often think 
ourſelves inconſiſtent creatures, when wWeare 

the fartheſt from it, and all the vari ty 
ihanes and contradictory appearances we Put 
on, are, in truth, but ſo many different At- 
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137 
tempts to gratify the ſame governing ap- 
etite.— 

With this clew, let us endeavour to unravel 
this character of Herod, as here given. 

The firſt thing which ſtrikes one in it, is 
ambition, an immoderate thirſt, as well as 
jealouſy of power: how inconſiſtent ſoever 
in other parts, his character appears invari- 
able in this, and every action of his qife was 
true to it. From hence we may venture to 
conclude, that this was hig ruling paſſion.— 
and that moſt, if not all the other wheels 
were put in mot ion by this firſt ſpring. Now 
tet us conſider how far this was the caſe in 
fact. 

To begin with the worſt part of him 
I ſaid, he was a man of no ſenſe of religion, 
or at leaſt no other ſenſe of it, but that which 
ſerved his turn; — for he is recorded to have 
built temples in Judea, and erected images in 
them for idolatrous worſhip, — not from a 
perſuaſion of doing right, for he was bred a 
Jew, and conſequently taught to abhor all 
idolatry but he was, in truth, ſacrificing a 
his time to a ſacred idol of his own, his ruling 
paſſion ; for, if we may truſt Joſephus, his 
ſole Va. ſo groſs a compliance was, to in- 
gratiate himſelf with Auguſtus and the great 
men of Rome, from whom he held his power. 
With this he was greedy and rapacious + 


— how could he be ctherwiſe, with ſo de- 


vouring an appetite as ambition to provide for: 
M | 
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—He was jealous in his nature, and ſuſpi- 
cious of all the world. Show me an ambi. 
tious man that is not ſo; for as ſuch a man's 
hand, like Iſhmael's, is againſt every man, he 
concludes, that every man's hand, in courſe, 
is againſt him. 8 t 

Few men were ever 2 of more aftoniſh- 
ing acts of cruelty——and yet the particular 
inſtanees of them in Herod, were ſuch as he 
was hurried into, by the alarms this waking 
paſſion perpetually gave him. He put the 
whole Sanadrim to the-ſword,—fparing nei- 
ther age, or wiſdom, or merit; — one can- 
not - ſuppoſe, ſimply from an inclination to 


cruelty—no—they had oppoſed the eſtabliſh- 


ment of his power at Jeruſalem, 

His own ſons, two hopeful youths, he cut 
off by a publie execution. — The worſt men 
Have natural affection and ſuch a ſtroke as 
this would run ſo contrary to the natural 
workings of it, that you are forced to fuppoſe 
the impulſe of ſome more violent inclination 
to overrule and conquer it. And ſo it was; 
ior the Jewiſh hiſtorian tells us, it was jea- 
louſy of power his darling object —of which 
he feared they would one day or other diſpoſ- 
ſeſs him. —Sufficient inducement to tranſport 
a man of ſuch a temper 1 into the bloodieft ex- 
geſſes. 
Thus far this one fatal and extravagant paſ- 
ſion, accounts for the dark fide of Herod's 
character. This governing principle being 
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firft laid open—al his other bad actions fol- 


low in courſe, like ſo many ſymptomatic com- 
plaints from the ſame diſtemper. 

Let us fee, if this was not the caſe even 
of his virtues too. 

At firſt ſight, it ſeems a r a 
man, ſo black as Herod has been thus far de- 
{cribed—ſhould be able to ſupport himfelf in 
the favour and friendſhip of ſo wiſe and pe- 
netrating a body of men, as the Roman ſe- 
nate, of whom he held his power. To coun- 
terbalance the weight of ſo bad and deteſted a 


character and be able to bear it up, as He- 


rod did, —one would think he muſt have been 
maſter of ſome great ſecret, worth inquiring 
after: — he was ſo. But that ſecret was no o- 
ther than what appears on this reverſe of his 


character. He was a perſon of great addreſs 
popular in his outward behaviour ;—he was 


generous, prince: like in his entertainments and 
expences. The world was then as corrupt, 


at leaſt, as now—and Herod underſtood it 


knew at what price it was to be bought—and 
what qualities would bid the 2 for its 
good word and approbation. 

And, in truth, he judged this matter ſo 
well, —that notwithſtanding the general odium 
and prepoſſeſſion which aroſe againſt fo hate- 


ful a character in ſpight of all the ill impreſ- 


ſions from ſo many repeated complaints of his 
cruelties and oppreſſions—he yet ſtemmed the 


dorr ent —and by the 1 TR of theſe 
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popular virtues, bore himſelf up againſt it all 


his life. So that, at length, when he was 


ſummoned to Rome, to anſwer for his crimes 
—Joſephus tells us—that by the mere mag- 
nificence of his expences—and the apparent 
generoſity of his behaviour, he entirely con- 
futed the whole charge and ſo ingratiated 


himſelf with the Roman ſenate—and won the 


heart of Auguſtus—(as he had that of An- 


thony before) that he ever after had his fa- 


vour and kindneſs ; which I cannot mention, 
without adding—that it is an eternal ftain 
upon the character and memory of Auguſtus, 
that he fold his countenance and protection 
to ſo bad a mian, for ſo mean and baſe a con- 
ſideration. 

From this point of view, 15 we look back 


upon Herod his beſt qualities will ſhrink in- 


to little room, and, how glittering ſoever in 


appearance, when brought to this balance, are 
found wanting. And in truth, if we would not 


willingly be deceived in the value of any virtue, 


or ſet of virtues, in ſo complex a character we 
muſt call them to this very account; examine 
whom they ſerve— what paſſion, and what 
principle, they have for their maſter, When 


this is underſtood, the whole clew is unravel- 
led at once, and the character of Herod, as 
complicated as it is given us in hiſtory—when 
thus analyſed, is ſummed up in three words 


— That he war a man of unbounded ambition, 
who tuck at nothing to gratify it; — ſo that 
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not only his vices were minifterial to his rulin 


paſſion, —but his virtues too (if they deſerve 
the name) were drawn in, and lifted into the 


ſame ſervice. 5 
Thus much for the character of Herod 
the critical review of which has many obvious 


uſes, to which I may truſt you, having time 
but to mention that particular one which firſt 


led me into this examination, namely, that 
all objections againſt the evangeliſt's account 
of this day*s flaughter of the Bethlemitiſh in- 
fants—from the incredibility of fo horrid an 
account—are filenced by this account of the 


man ; fince in this he ated but like himſelf, 


and-juft ſo as you would expect, in the ſame 
circumſtances, from every man of ſo ambitious 
a head—and ſo bad a heart. Confider, what 
havock ambition has made—how often the 
lame tragedy has been acted upon larger the- 
atres—where not only the innocence of child- 
hood—or the grey hairs of the aged, have 
found no prote&ion—but whole countries, 
without diſtinction, have been put to the 
ſword; or, what is as cruel, have been driven 
forth to nakedneſs and famine, to make way 
for new ones, under the guidance of this paſ- 
ſion.— For a ſpecimen of this, reflect upon 
the ſtory related by Plutarch: when, by 
order of the Roman ſenate, ſeventy populous 


cities were unawares ſacked and deſtroyed at 


one prefixed hour, by P. Æmilius by whom 
one hundred and fifty thouſand unhappy peo- 
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ple were driven in one day into captivity to 


be ſold to the higheſt bidder, to end their 
days in cruel labour and anguiſh, As aſto- 
niſhing as the account beſore us is, it vaniſhes 


into nothing, from ſuch views; ſince it is 


plain from all hiſtory, that there is no wick - 
edneſs too great for fo unbounded a cauie ; 
and that the moſt horrid accounts in hiſtory 


are, as I ſaid above, butt too probable effects 


of — — 


ie Gem of kis mercy Jefend mankiud 
from future experiments of this kind and 
grant, we may make a proper uſe of them, 
for the ſake of Ireen Carr. Amen. 


JOE 


SERMON X. 


Job's ACCOUNT OF THE SHORTNESS. AND 
"TROGNERS _ LIFE, CONSIDERED. 


Jos xiv. I, 2.— Man that is born af 's a ab,, is of 
few days, and Full of trouble: He cometh forth like 


a floxcer, and is cut down ; he fleeth * as a Soadow, | 


and conlinueth not. 


FETHERE is ſomething i in this reflection 

of holy Job's, upon the ſhortneſs of 
life, and inſtabt! lityv of human affairs, ſo beau- 
tiful and truly ſublime, that one might chal- 
lengze the wr itings ol the moſt celebrated ora- 


tors of antiquity, to produce a ſpecimen of 


cloguence, ſo nove and thoroughly affecting. 
Whether this effect be owing, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to the pathetic nature of the ſubject re- 
flected on, —or 10 the eaſtern manner of ex- 


preſſion, in a ſtyle more exalted and ſuitable 


to ſo great a ſubject, —or (which is the more 
likely account) becauſe they are properly the 
words of that, Being, who firlt inſpired mar. 
with language, and taught his mouth to ut- 
ter,. —who opened the lips of the dumb, and 
made the tongue of the infant eloquent td 
which of theſe we are to refer the beauty and 
lablimity of this, as well as that of number. 
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leſs other paſſages in holy writ, may not ſeem 
now material; but ſurely, without theſe helps; 
never man was better qualified to make juſt 
and noble reflections upon the ſhortneſs of 
human life, and inſtability of human affairs, 
than Job was, who had himſelf waded through 
ſuch a fea of troubles, and in his paſſage had 
encountered many viciſſitudes of ftorms and 
ſunſhine, and by turns had felt both the 
extremes, of all the happineſs, aud all the 
wretchedneſs, that mortal man is heir to. 
The beginning of his days was crowned 
with every thing that ambition could wiſh for 
he was the greateſt of all the men of the 


Eaſt, —had large and unbounded poſſeſſione, 
and no doubt enjoyed all the comforts and ad- 


vantages of life, which they could adminiſter. 


| —ÞPerhaps you will ſay, a wiſe man might 


not be inclined to give a full looſe to this kind 
of happineſs, without ſome better ſecurity 
for the ſupport of it, than the mere poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſuch goods of fortune, which often 
{lip from under us, and ſometimes unaccount- 


ably make themſelves wings, and fly away.— 
But he had that ſecurity too ;—for the hand 
of Providence, which had thus far protected, 


was ſtill leading him forwards, and ſeemed en- 
gaged in the preſervation and continuance of 
theſe bleſſings: Gop had ſet a hedge about 
him, and about all that he had, on every ſide ; 
he had bleſſed all the works of his hands, and 


his ſubſtance increaſed every day. Indeed, 
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cren with this ſecurity, riches, to him who 
hath neither child nor brother, as the wiſe man 
obſerves, inſtead of a comfort, prove ſome- 
times a fore travel and vexation.— The mind 
of man is not always fatisfied with the reaſon- 
able aſſurance of its own enjoyments, but will 
look forwards ; and, if it diſcovers fome ima- 
ginary void, the want of ſome beloved object 
to fil his place after him, will often diſquiet 
itfelf in vain, and fay, „„ For whom do 
] labour, and bereave myſelf of reft ?? 
This bar to his happineſs, Gop had like- 
wiſe taken away, in bleſſing him with a nu- 
merous offspring of ſons and daughters, the 
appareut inheritors of all his preſent happi- 
1218, Plealing reflection! to think the 
bleſſings Gop has indulged one's {elf in, ſhall 
be handed and continued down to a man's 
own feed. How little does this differ from a 
ſecond enjayment of them, to an affectionate 
varent ! who naturally looks forward with as 
trong an iutereſt upon his children, as if he 
was to live over again in his own poſterity. 
What could be wanting to finiſh ſuch a 
picture of a happy man Surely nothing, 
| except a virtuous diſpoſition to give a reli ih 
to theſe bleſſings, and direct him to make a 
proper ufe of them — He had that too; for 
re was a perfect and upright man, one that 
ſeared Gop, and eſchewed evil. 
In the midft of all this proſperity, which 
was as great as could well fall to the ſhare of 
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one man, —uuliiſt all the world locked ga 


and ſmiled upon him, and every thing beth 
him ſeemed to promiſe, if poſhblc, an ea 
of happineſs in one inftant—all is changed 
into ſorrow and utter deſpair.— 

It pleaſes Gop, for wiſe purpoſes, to blaſt 
the fortunes of his houſe, and cut off the 
hopes of his poſterity, and, in one mournful 
day, to bring this great prince from his pe. 
lace down to the dunghill. His flocks aul 
herds, in which conſiſted the abundance of 
his weaith, were part conſumed by a fire from 
heaven, the remainder taken away by the 
{word of the enemy. His ſons and daughters, 
whom, it is natural to imagine, fo good a 
man had ſo brought up in a ſenſe of their 


duty, as to give him all reaſonable hopes of 


much joy and pleafure in their future lives ;—- 
natural proſpect for a parent to look forwards 
at, to recompenſe him for the many cares 
and anxieties which their infancy had coi: 
him !—thele dear pledges of his future hap- 
pineſs were all, all ſnatched from him at one 
blow, juſt at the time that one might ima- 
gine they were beginning to be the comfor: 
and delight of his old age, which moſt want- 
ed ſuch ftaves to lean on :—and as circum- 
Rances add to an evil, ſo they did to this ;— 

for it fell out not only by a very calamitous 
accident, which was grievous enough in it- 
ſelf; but likewiſe upon the back of his other 
misfortunes, when he was ill prepared to bear 


- 
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due Bi a ſhack; and, what would ſtill ad to 
it, it happened at an hour when he had leaſt 
icaſon to expect it, when he would naturally 
think his children fecure and out of the way 
of danger“ For whilit they were feaſting 
« and making merry in their eldeſt brother's 
« houſe, a great wind out of the wilderneſs 
ſmote the four corners of the houic, and it 
fell upon them,” 

Such a concurrence of misfortunes, is not 
the common lot of many : and yer there are 
inſtances of ſome who have undergone as ſe— 
vere trials, and bravely ſtruggled under them 
perhaps by natural force of ſpirits, the advan- 
tages of health, and the cordial aſſiſtance of a 
friend: —and with theſe helps, what may not 
a man ſuſtain But this was not ſob's caſe; 
for ſcarce had theſe evils fallen upon him, 
when he was not only borne down with a 
grievous diſtemper, Which afflicted him from 
the crown of his head to the ſole of his foot, 
but likewiſe his three friends, in wheſe kind 
conſolations he might have found a medicine, 
even the wife of his boſom, whoſe duty it 
was, with a gentle hand, to have ſoftened all 
his forrows,—inſtead of doing this, they cru- 
elly iuſulted and became the reproachers ef 
his integrity, O Gop! what is man hen 
thou thus bruiſeſt him, and makeſt his burden 
heavier, as his ſtrength grows leſs ?— Who, 

that had found himfelf thus aner imple of the 


many chances aad changes of this mortal life; 
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—when he conſidered himſelf now firippec 
and left deſtitute of fo many valuable bl-:- 
ſings, which, the moment belore, thy prox. 
dence had PRs vpon his head ;—when he 
reflected upon this gay delightſame ſtructure, 
in appearance ſo ftrongly built, ſo pleafingly 
| ſurrounded with every thing that could flatter 
his hopes and withes, and beheld it all levellec 
with the ground in one moment, and the 
whole proſpe& vaniſh with it, like the Fa 
ſcription of an enchantment ;—who, I ſay, 
that had ſcen and felt the ſhock of ſo Art 
a revolution, would not have been furniſhes 
with juſt and beautiful reflections upon the oc- 
caſion? and ſaid with Job, in the words ot 
the text, „ That man that is born of a wo- 
* man, is of few days, and full of miſery ;— 

c that he cometh forth like a flower, and iz 
te cut down; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, anc 
« continueth not.” * 

The words of the text are an epitome cf 
the natural and moral vanity of man, and con- 
tain two diftin& declarations concerning lis 
ſtate and condition in each reſpect. 

Firſt, That he is a creature of few days ; 
and, ſecondly, That thoſe days are fall of 
trouble. 

1 ſhall make ſome reflections upon each of 
theſe in their order, and conclude with a prac- 
tical leſſon from the whole. | 

And, firſt, That he is of few days. "The 
compariſon which Job makes uſe of, Tas 
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man cometh forth like a flower, is extremely 
beautiful, and more to the purpoſe than the 
moſt elaborate proof, which, in truth, the ſub- 


ject will not eaſily admit of ;—the ſhortnets 


of life being a point ſo generally complained 
of in all ages ſince the flood, and ſo univer- 
ſally felt and acknowledged by the whole ſpe- 
cies, as to require no evidence beyond a ſimi- 
litude; the intent of which is not ſo much. 
to prove the fact, as to illuſtrate and place it 
in ſuch a light as to ſtrike us, and bring the 
impreſſion home to ourſelves, in a more at- 
fecting manner. 

Man comes forth, ſays Job, like a flower, 
and is cut down. He is ſent into the world 
the faireſt and nobleſt part of God's works, — 
faſhioned after the image of his Creator, with 


retpect to reaſon and the great faculties of the 


mind. He cometh forth glorious as the flower 
of the field —as it ſ. arpaſſes the vegetable 
world in beauty, ſo does he the animal world 
in the glory and excellency of his nature. 
The one —if no untimely accident oppreſs 


it, ſoon arrives at che full period of its per- 


ection, —is ſuffered to triumph for a few mo- 
ments, and is plucked up by the roots in the 
very pride and gayeſt ſtage of its being or, 
if it happens to eſcape the hands of violence, 
in a few days it neceſlarily ſickens of itſelf, 
and dies away. 

Man likewiſe, though his progreſs is flower, 


_#nd his duration ſomething longer, vet the 
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periods of his growth and declenſion are neu 
the ſame, both i in the nature and manner 0 
them. 

If he eſcapes the dangers whicl threater 
his tenderer years, he 1s ſoon got into the ful 
maturity and ſtrength of life; "and if be is fo 
fortunate as not to be hurried: out of 1t they, 
by accidents, by his own folly and intempe. 
rance—if he eſcapes theſe, he naturally de- 
cays of himſelf ;—a period comes faſt upon 
him, beyond etch he was not made to laſt. 
Like a flower or fruit which may be pluck- 
ed up by force, before the time of their m- 
turity, yet cannot be made to ontgrow the 

period when they are to fade and drop of 
themſelves; when that comes, the hand os 
nature then plucks them both off, and no ar: 
of the botaniſt can uphold the one, or fit 
of the phyſician preſerve the other, beyond 
the periods to which their original frames and 
conſtitutions were made to extend. As Good 
has appointed. and determined the ſeveral 
growths and decays of the vegetable race, ſo 
he ſeems as evidently to have preſcribed the 
ſame laws to man, as well as all living crea- 
tures, in the ſirſt rudiments of which, there 
are contained the ſpecific powers of their 
growth, duration, and extinction ; and, when 
the evolutions of thoſe animal powers are ex- 
hauſted and run down, the creature expires 
and dies of itſelf, as ripe fruit falls from the 
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free, or a flower preſerved beyond its bloom, 
crops and periſhes upon the ſtalk. 

Thus much for this compariſon of Job's, 
which though it is very poetical, yet conveys. 
a juſt idea of the thing referred to.—* That 
« he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continueth 
« not,“ —is no leſs a faithful and fine repre- 
ſentation of the ſhortneſs and vanity of hu- 
man life; of which one cannot give a better 
explanation, than by referring to the origi- 

nal, from whence the picture was talen. — 
Wich how quick a ſucceſſion do days, months, 
and years, paſs over our heads? how truly 
like a ſhadow that departeth, do they flee a- 
way inſenſibly, and ſcarce leave an impreſſion 

vith us !—When we endeavour to call them 
back by reſlection, and conſider in what man- 


ner they have gone, how unable are the beſt 


of us to give a tolerable account !--and, were 
it not for ſome of the more remarkable flagen 
which have diſtinguiſhed a few periods of this 
rapid progreſs -e ſhould look back upon i- 
all, as Nebuchadnezzar did upon his dream, 
when he awoke in the morning ;—he was ſen- 
ſible many things had paſſed, and troubled 
him too; but had paſſed on ſo quickly, they 
had left no footſteps behind, by which he could 
be enabled to trace them back. — Melancholy 
account of the life of man ! which generally 

runs on in ſuch a manner, as ſcarce to allow 
time to make reflections which way it has 
gone. | | 
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How many of our firſt years ſlide by in the 


innocent ſports of childhood, in which we 


are not able to make reflections upon them ? 
—how many more thoughtleſs years eſcape us 
in our youth, when we are unwilling to do 
it, and are ſo eager in the purſuit of pleaſure, 
as to have no time to ſpare, to ſtop and con- 


ſider them? 


When graver and riper years come on, and 
we begin to think it time to reform, and ſet 
up for men of ſenſe and conduct, then the 
bufineſs and perplexing intereſts of this world, 
and the endleſs plotting and contriving how 
to make the moſt of it, do ſo wholly employ 
us, that we are too buſy to make reflections 
upon ſo unprofitable a ſubject.—As familics 
and children increaſe, ſo do our affections, 
and with them are multiplied our cares and 
toils for their preſervation and eſtabliſhment ; 
all which take up our thoughts ſo cloſely, 


and poſſeſs them ſo long, that we are often 


overtaken by grey hairs before we ſee them, 
or have found leiſure to conſider how far we 
were got,—what we have been doing, —and 
for what purpoſe God ſent us into the world. 
As man may juſtly be ſaid to be of few days, 
conſidered with reſpe& to this haſty ſucceſ- 
ſion of things, which ſoon carries him into 


the decline of his life, —ſo may he likewiſe 


be faid to flee like a ſhadow, and continue 


not, when his duration is compared with o- 
ther parts of Gop's works, and even the 
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works of his own hands, which outlaſt him 
many generations ;—whilft, as Homer ob- 
ſcrves, like leaves, one generation drops, and 
another ſprings un, to fall again, and be for- 
gone 

But, when we farther conſider his days in 
the light in which we ought chiefly to view 
them, as they appear in thy fight, O Gov! 
with whom a thouſand years are but as yeſ- 
terday ;—when we rellect that this hand- 
breadth of life is all that is meaſured out to 
us from that eternity for which he is created, 


how does his ſhort ſpan vaniſh to nothing in 


the compariſon ! lt is true, the greatelt | por- 
tion of time will do the ſame, when compared 
with what is to come; and therefore, ſo ſhort 
and tranſitory a one, as threeſcore years and 
ten, beyond which all is declared to be labour 
and ſorrow, may the eaſier be allowed: and 


yet how uncertain are we of. that portion, 


ſhort as it is? Do not ten thouſand accidents 
break off the ſlender thread of human life, 
long before it can be drawn out to that ex- 
tent — The new-born babe falls down an eaſy 
prey, and moulders back again into duſt, like 


aà tender bloſſom put forth in an untimely 


hour. — The hopeful youth, in the very pride 


and beauty of life, is cut off; ſome cruel diſ- 


tember, or unthought-of accident, lays him 
proitrate upon the earth, to purſue Job's com- 
pariſon, like a blooming flower, ſmit and 
thriveled up with a malignant blaſt, —In this 
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Aage of ute chances multiply upon ue, — tl. 
ſecds of diſorders are ſown by intemperance 
or neglect, —infectious diſtempers are more 
caſily contracted, — hen contracted they rage 
with greater violence, and the ſucceſs in many 
caſes is more Joubtiut, inſomuch that they 
who have exerciſed themſelves in computa. 
tions of this kind, tell us, „ That one half 
« of the whole ſpecies which are born into 
« the world, go out of it again, and are all 


dead in ſo ſhort a ſpace as the rſt ſeven- 


& teen years.“ 

Theſe reflections may be ſofficiert to illuſ. 
trate the firſt part of Job's declaration, 4 That 
ce man is of few days.” Let us examine the 
truth of the other, and ſee, whether he is not 
likewiſe full of trouble, 

And here we mutt not take our account 
from the flattering outfide of things, which 
are generally ſet off with a glittering appear- 
ance enough, eſpecially in what is called 
higher life Nor can we ſafely truſt the evi- 
dence of ſome of the more merry and thought- 
Jeſs amongſt us, who are ſo ſet upon the en- 
joyment of life, as ſeldom to reflect upon the 
troubles of it ;—or who, perhaps, becauſe 
they are not yet come to this portion of their 
inheritance, imagine it is not the common 
1ot.— Nor, laſtly, are we to form an idea of 
it, from the deluſive ſtorics of a few of the 
moſt proſperous paſſeugers, who have fortu- 


mately ſailed through, and eſcaped the rougher 
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tolls and diſtreſſes. But we are to take our 
account from a cloſe ſurvey of human life, 
and the real face of things, ſtripped of every 
thing that can palliate or gild it over. We 
muſt hear the general complaint of all ages, 
and read the hiſtories of mankind, If we 
look into them, and examine them to the 
bottom, what do they contain, but the hif- 
tory of fad and uncomfortable paſſages, which 
a good-natured man cannot read but with 
oppreſſion of ſpirits ?—Conſlider the dreadful 
ſucceſſion of wars in one part or other of the 
earth, perpetuated from one century to ano- 
ther, with ſo little intermiſſion, that mankind 
have ſcarce had time to breathe from them, 
ſince ambition firſt came into the worid.— 
Conſider the horrid effects of them in all thote 
barbarous devaltations we read of, where whole 
nations have been put to the ſword, or have 
been driven out to nakedneſs and famine, ta 
make room for new comers,—Conhider how 
great a part of our ſpecies, in all ages down 
to this, have been trode under the feet of 
cruel and capricious tyrants, - who would nei- 
ther hear their cries, nor pity their diſtreſſes. 
— Conſider ſlavery, —what it is, how bitter 
a draught, and how many millions have been 
made to drink of it; which, if it can poiſon 
all earthly happineſs, when exerciſed barely 
upon our bodies, what muſt it be, when it 
comprehends both the ſlavery of body and. 
mind: — o conceive this, look into the hiſ- 
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tory of the Romiſh church and her tyrants, 
(or rather executioners), who ſeem to have 
taken pleaſure in the pangs and convulſions 


of their fellow. creatures. —Examine the in. 
quiſition; hear the melancholy notes ſounded 


in every cell, —Confider the anguiſh of mock 
trials, and the exquiſite tortures conſequent 
thereupon, mercileſsly inflicted upon the un- 
fortunate, where the racked and weary foul 
has ſo often wiſhed to take its leave but 
cruelly not fuffercd to depart. —Confider how 
many of theſe helpleſs wretches have been 
haled from thence, in all periode of this tv- 
rannic uſurpation, to undergo the maſſacr-s 

and flames to which a falſe aud a bloody reli 
5 has condemned them. 

If this ſad hiſtory and detail of the more 
public cauſes of the miſeries of man, are not 
ſufficient, let vs behold him in another light, 
with reſpect to the more private cauſes of 
them, and ſee whether he is not full of trou— 
ble likewiſe there, and almoſt born to 1t, as 
naturally as the ſparks fly upwards. If we 
conſider man as a creature full of wants and 


neceſſities, (whether real or imaginary}, which 


he is not able to ſupply of himſelf ;—what a 
train of diſappointments, vexations, and de- 
pendencies, are to be ſeen iſſuing from thence, 
to perplex and make his being uneaſy : Ho 
many joſtlings and hard ſtroggles do we un- 


dergo, in Baking our way in the world — 


How barbarouſly held back — How ottes 
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and baſely overthrown, in aiming only at get- 
ting bread ?—How many of us never attain 
it —at leaſt not comfortably, —but, from vari- 
cus and unknown cauſes, eat it all their lives 
long in bitterneſs ? | 

If we fhift the ſcene, and look upwards, 
towards thoſe whoſe ſituation in life ſeems to 
place them above the ſorrows of this kind, 
yet where are they exempt from others !—Do 
not all ranks and conditions of men meet with 
ſad accidents, and numberleſs calamities in 
other reſpects, which often make them go 
heavily all their lives long ? 

How many fall into chronicel infirmities, 
which render both their days and nights reſt- 
leſs and infupportable ?—How many of the 
Higheſt rark are tore up with ambition, or 
ſoured with diſappointments —and how 
many more, from a thouſand ſecret cauſes 
of diſquiet, pine away in filence, and owe 
their deaths to ſorrow and dejection of heart? 
If we caſt our eyes upon the lowelt clais 
and condition of - fe,—the ſcene is more me- 
lancholy fi}. —Milioas of our fellow-crea- 
tures, born to no inheritance but poverty and 
trouble, forced, by the neceſſity of their lots, 
to drudgery and painful employments, and 
hard ſet with that too, to get enough to keep 
themſelves and families aliv TIN that, upon 
the whole, w nen we have examined the true 
mate and cor. Cit; on of human life, and have 


made tome a! .OWances for a few fugacions, 


Fe. 
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deceitful pleaſures, there is ſcarce any thing 
to be found, which contradicts Job's deſcrip. 
tion of it—Whichever way we look abroad, 
we ſec ſome legible characters of what God firſt 
denounced againſt us, © That in forrow we 
„ {ſhould eat our bread, till we return to the 
& ground, from whence we were taken *.“ 

But ſome one will ſay, Why are we thus 
to be put out of love with human life ?!—To 
what purpoſe is it to expoſe the dark ſides of 
it to us, or enlarge upon the infirmities which 
are natural, and conſequently out of our power 
to redreſs? 

I anſwer, that the ſubject is nevertheleſs of 
great importance, ſince it is neceſſary every 
creature ſhould underſtand his preſent ſtate 
and condition, to put him in mind of behav- 
ing ſuitably to it.— Does not an impartial 
ſurvey of man— the holding up thts glaſs to 
ſhow him his defects and natural infirmities, 
naturally tend to cure his pride, and clothe 
lim with humility, which is a dreſs that beſt 
becomes a ſhort-lived and a wretched creature ? 
— Joes not the conſideration, of the ſhortneſs 
of our life, convince us of the wiſdom of de- 
dicating ſo ſmall a portion to the great pur- 
poſes of eteraity ? 

Laftly, When we refle& that this ſpan of 
life, ſhort as it is, is chequered with ſo many 
troubles, that there is nothing in this world 


* N. B. Moſt of theſe reflections upon the miſeries 
of life, are taken from M oolaſton, 
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fociags up, or can be enjoyed without a mix- 


ture of ſorrow ;—how inſenſibly does it in- 
cline us to turn our eyes and aſſections from 
ſo gloomy a proſpect, and fix them upon that 
happier country, where afflictions cannot fol- 
low us, and where Gop will wipe away all 
tears from of our faces, for ever and erer! 


Amen. 
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JAMES i. 2 26. if any : man among yor ſeem is be religi Fo 
0:15, and bridieth not his tongue, but deceiveth bis wwn 
Leart, that man's religion is vain, 


F the many duties owing both to Gov 

and our neighbour, there are ſcarce 

any men ſo bad, as not to acquit themſelves 

of ſome, and few ſo good, I fear, as to prac- 
tiſe all. 

Every man ſeems willing enough to com- 
pound the matter, and adopt ſo much of the 
ſyſtem, as will leaſt interfere with his princi- 
pal and ruling paſſion; and for thoſe parts, 
which would occaſion a more troubleſome op- 
poſition, to conſider them as hard fayings, 
and ſo leave them for thoſe to practiſe, whoſe 
natural tempers are better ſuited for the ftrug- 
gle. So that a man ſhall be covetous, op- 
preſſive, revengeful, neither a lover of truth, 
or common honeſty, and yet, at the fame 
time, ſhall be very religious, and ſo ſanctiſied, 
as not once to fail of paying his moraing and 
evening ſacrifice to God, So, on the other 
hand, a man ſhall live without Gop in the 
world, have neither any great ſenſe of reli- 


- 


A 


5101, or indeed pretend to have any, and yet 
be of niceſt honour, conſcientiouſly juſt and 
fair in all his dealings. And here it is that 
men generally betray themſelves, deceiving, 
as the apoſtle ſays, their own hearts; of which 
the inſtances are ſo various, in one degree or 
other throughout human life, that one might 
ſafely ſay, the bulk of mankind live in ſuch a 
contradiction to themſelves, that there is no 
character ſo hard to be met with, as one, 
which, upon a critical examination, will ap- 
pear altogether uniform, and, in every point, 
conſiſtent with itſelf. 

If ſuch a contraſt was only obſervable in 
the different ſtages of a man's life, it would 
ccaſe to be either a matter of wonder, or of 
jutt reproach. Age, experience, and much 
rellection, may naturally enough be ſuppoſed 
to alter a man's ſenſe of things, and ſo entire- 
ly to transform him, that, not only in out- 
ward appearances, but, in the very caſt and 
turn of his mind, he may be as unlike and 
different from the man he was twenty or thirty 
years ago, as he ever was from any thing of 
his own ſpecies. This, I ſay, is naturally to 
be accounted for, and, in ſome caſes, might 
be praiſeworthy too : but the obſervation 1s 
to be made of men in the ſame period of their 
lives, that in the ſame day, ſometimes in the 
very ſame action, they are utterly inconſiſtent 
and irreconcileable with themſelves, —Look at 
4 man in one light, and he ſhall ſeem wiſe, 
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penetrating, diſcreet, and brave: behold him 
in another point of view, and you Tee a crea- 
ture all over fully and indiſcretioa, weak and 
timorous, as cowardice and 1ngdiſcretion can 


make him. A man ſaall appear gentle, cour- 


tcous, and benevolent to all mankind ; follow 
lum into his own houſe, may be yau ſee a ty- 
rant, moroſe and ſavage to all whaſe happt- 

teſs depends upon his kindneſs. A third, in 
his general behaviour, is found to be generous, 
Giſintereſted, ha and friendly hear but 


the fad lor of the friendleſs orphans, too 
credulouſly trufling all their little ſubſtance 


into his hands, and he ſhall appear more ſor- 
did, more pitileſs and unjuſt, than the injur- 


ed e e have bitterneſs to paint him. 


Another ſhall be charitable to the poor, un- 
charitable in his cenſures and opinions of all 
the reſt of the world beſides ;—temperate in 
his appetites, intemperate in his tongue; ſhall 
have too much conſcience and religion to 


cheat the man who trufts him, and perhaps, 


as far as the buſineſs of debtor and creditor 
extends, ſhall be juſt aud ſcrupulous to the 


uttermoſt mite; yet, in matters of full as 


great concern, where he is to have the hand- 
ling of the party's reputation and good name, 
the deareſt, the tendereſt property the man 
has, —he will do him irreparable damage, and 
rob him there without meaſure or pity. 

And this ſeems to be that particular piece 


of inconſiſtency and contradiction which the 
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text is levelled at; . in wulch the words ſeem 
ſo pointed, as ig St James had known more 
flagrant iuſtances of this kind of deluſion, 
than what had fallen under the obſervation of 
any of the reſt of the apoſtles; he being more 
remarkably vehement and copious upon that 
ſubje& than any other. | 

Doubtleſs ſome of his converts had been 
notoriouſly wicked and licentious, in this re- 
morſcleſs practice of defamation and evil- 
ſpeaking, Perhaps the holy man, though 
ſpotleſs as on angel, (for no character is too 
ſacred for calummy to blacken), had grievouſ- 
ly ſuffered himielf, and, as his bleſſed Matter 
foretoid bim, had been cruelly reviled, and 
evil {poker of, 

All his labours in the goſpel, his unaffected 
and perpetual ſolicitude for the preſervation 
of his flock, his watchings, his faſtings, his 
poverty, his natural ſimplicity and 1nnocence 


of life, al! perhaps, were not enough to de- 


fend him from this uuruty weapon, fo full cf 
deadly poiſon. And what in all likclihood 
might move his ſorrow and indignation more, 
ſome who ſeemed the molt devout and zealous 
of all his converts, were the moſt mercileſs 
and uncharitable in that reſpect; having a 
form of * full of bitter envyings and 
ſtrife. 

Wich ſuch it is that he expoſtulates ſo 
largely in the third chapter of his epittie ; 
and there is ſomething in his vivecity, tem- 
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perea with ſuch aflection and concern, as well 
fuited the character of an inſpired man. M 
brethren, ſays the apatite, theſe things ought 
not to be.— The wiſdom that is from above, 
is pure, pcaccable, gentle, full of mercy, 
without parttality, without hypocriſy. The 
ee from above that heavenly religion 
which J have preached to you, is pure, alike 


and conſiſtent with itſelf in all its parts; like 


its great Author, it is univerſally kind and 
benevolent in all caſes and circumſtances. Its 
firit glad-tidings were peace upon earth, good- 
vill towards men. Its chief cor ner-· ſtone, its 
wot diſtinguiſhing character, is love, that 


kind principle which brought it down, —in 
* : * 89 Py .* @ 
the pure exerciſe of which, conſiſts the chief 


enjoyment of heaven, from waence it came. 
zut this practice, my brethren, cometh not 
from above, but is carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, 


Full of confuſion and every evil work. Re- 


fect then a moment—Can a fountain ſend 
forth, at the ſame place, ſweet water and bit- 
ter? Can the fig-tree, my brethren, bear 
olive-berrics, either a vine, figs? Lay your 
2 upon your hearts, and let your conſci- 

ces ſocn .—Uugat not the ſame juſt priv- 
ciple which reſtrain you from cruelty and 
wrong in one caſe, equally to withhold you 
from it in another ?—Should not charity and 
good-will, like the principle of life, cireulat- 
ing through the ſmalleſt veſſels in every mem- 


ber, ought it not to operate as regularly upoꝗ 
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vou, throughout, as well upon your words, 
as upon your actions? 

If a man is wiſe, and endued with know- 
lodge, let him ſhow it, ont of a good con ver- 
ſation, with meekneſs of wiſdom. But-—if 
any man amongſt you ſeemeth to be religious 
—ſcemetit to be—for truly religious he can- 
not be—and bridleth not his tongue, but de- 
ceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is 
vain.ä— This is the full force of St James's 
reaſoning; upon which I have dwelt the 
more, it being the foundation upon which is 
grounded this clear decifion of the matter left 
us in the text; in which the apoſtle ſeems to 
have ſet the two characters of a ſaint and a 
anderer at ſuch variance, that one would 3 


thought they could never have had a heart to 


have met together again. But there are no al- 
liances too ftrange for this world. How many 
may we obſerve every day, even of the gentler 
ſex, as well as our own, who, without con- 
viction of doing much wrong, in the midit of 
a full career of calumny and defamation, riſe 
up punctual at the ſtated hour of prayer, leave 

the cruel ſtory half untold till they return, go, 


and knee! down before the throne of heaven, 


thank God that he had not made them like 
others, and that his Holy Spirit had enabled 
them to perform the duties of the day, in fo 
Chriſtian and conſcientious a manner! 

This delufive itch for ſlander, too common 
in all ranks of people, whether to gratify a 
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be*tle ungencrous reſentment; whether, of. 
tener, out of a principle of levelling, from a 
rarrowneſs and poverty of ſoul, ever impa- 
tient of merit and ſuperiority in others; whe- 


ther, from a mean ambition, or the inſatiate 


luſt of being witty, (a talent in which ill-na- 
ture and malice are no ingredients); or, laſt. 

ly, whether, from a natural cruelty of diſpo— 
fition, abſtracted from all views and conſide- 
rations of ſelf : to which one, or whether to 
all jointly, we are indebted "Wy this contagious 
malady ; thus much is certain, from whater er 
ſeeds it ſprings, the growth and progreſs of 
it are as deſtructire to, as they are unbecom- 
ing, a civilized people, To paſs a hard and 
ill-natured reflection upon an undeſigning ac 


tion; to invent, or, hich is equally bad, to 


propagate, a vexatious report, without colour 
and grounds; to plunder an innocent man of 
his character and good name, a jewel which per- 
haps he has ſtarved himſelf to purchaſe, and 


probably would hazard his life to ſecure ; to 


rob him, at tne fame time, of his happineſs 
and peace of mind, - perhaps his hread,—the 
bread, may be, of a virtnons family; and ali 
this, as Solomon fays of the madman, who 
cuſteth brebrands, arrows and death, and faith, 
Am I not in ſport ? all this, out of wanton- 
neſs, aud oftener from worſe motives; the 
whole aypears ſuch a complication of badneſs, 
as requires no words or warmth of fancy to 
age! ravatcs Pride, treachery, envy, hypo- 


A 
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eriſy, malice, cruelty and ſelt- lore, may have 
been ſaid, in one ſhape or other, to have oc- 
caſioned all the frauds and mitchicfs that ever 
happened in the world : hut the chances a- 
gainſt a coincidence of them all in one perſon, 
are ſo many, that one would have ſuppoſed 
the character of a common flandercr as rare 
and difficult a production in nature, as that of 
a great genius, which ſeldom 8 above 
once in an age. 

But, whatever was the cafe when gt James 
wrote his epiſtle, we have been very ſucceſs- 
ful, in later days, and have found out the art, 
by a proper management of liglit and ſhade, 


to compound all theſe vices together, ſo as to 


vive body and ſtrength to the whole, whilft 
20 one but a diſcerning artiſt is able to diſco- 
ver the labours that Jan in Snifhing the pic- 
ture.— And indeed, like many other bad ori- 
ginals in the world—it ſtands in need of all 
the diſguiſe it has. — For who could be en- 


amoured of a chara er made up of fo loathſome 


a compound — could they behold it naked 
in its crooked and deformed thape—with all 
its natural and deteſted infirmities laid open to 
public view ? 

And therefore,! it were to "> wiſhed, that 
one could do in this malignant caſe of the 


mind—wbat is generally done for the public 


good, in the more malignant and epidemical 
caſes of the body that 15—when they are. 
found infeQiouz—to write a hillory of the diſ- 
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temper, and aſcertain all the ſymptoms of the 


malady—ſo that every one mi ht know whom 
he might venture to go near, „with tolerable 
ſafety to himſelf.— But, alas! the ſymptoms 
of this appear in ſo many ſtrange and contra- 
dictory ſhapes, and vary fo wonderfulty with 
the temper and habit of the patient, that they 
are not to be claſſed—or reduced to any one 
rezular ſyſtem. 

Ten thouſand are the vehicles in which this 
deadly poiſon is prepared and communicated to 
the world ;—and by ſome artful hands, it is 
done by 10 ſubtle and nice an infuſion, that it 
is not to be taſted or diſcorered but by its ef. 
ect CS, 

- How frequently is the honeſty and integri- 
ty of a man diſpoſed of by a ſmile ora rug! 
How many good and generons actions have 


been ſunk into oblivion 55. a diſtruſtful look 


Tor ſtamped with the imputation of procecd- 
ing from bad motives, by a myſterious and 


ſcaſonable whiſper? 

I. ook into companies of thoſe, whoſe gen- 
tle natures hould difarm them—we ſhall find 
no better account. How large a portion of 
chaſtity is ſent out of the world by diſtaut 
hints —-uodded away, and cruelly winked into 
ſuſpicion, by the envy of thoſc. who are paſt 
all temptation of it themſelves ?— How often 
does the reputation of a helpleſs creature bleed 
by a report-—which the 2 y, who is at the 
b. Une to propagate it, bchoids with much pi. 
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ty and feliow. feeling—that me is heartily ſor- 
ry for it—hopes in God it is not true? — 
however, as Archbiſhop Tillotſon wittily ob- 
ſerves upon it, is reſolved, in the mean time, 
to give the report her paſs, that, at leaſt, it 
may have fair play to take its fortune in the 
world —to be believed or not, according to 
the charity of thoſe into whoſe hands it ihall 
happen to fall, | 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of expedi- 
ents, to fatiats as well as diſguiſe itfelf, But 
if theſe fſmoother weapons cut ſo ſore—what 
ſnall we fay of open and untluſhins ſcandal— 
ſabjected to no caution—tied down to no re- 
trains | If the one; like an arrow ſhot in 
ic dark, does nevertheleſs fo much ſecret 
mifch! ef—this, like the peſtilence which rag- 
eih at noou-day, ſweeps all before it, level- 
ling, without diſtinction, the good and the 
bad; a thouſand fall beſide it, and ten thou: 
nd on its right hand they fall ſo rent 
and torn in Rd tender part of them, fo un- 
mercifully butchered, as ſometimes never to 
recover, either of the wounds, or the anguiſſt 
of hcart—-which they have occafioned, — 

But there is nothing ſo bad, which will not: 
admit of ſomething to be faid in its defence. 

And here it may be aſked— Whether the 
inconveniences and ill effects vchich the world 
feels from the licentiouſneſs of this praCtic* 
—are not ſufficiently counterbalanced by the 


real influence it has upon mens lives and come 
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duct — That if there was no evil-ſpeaking in 


the world, thouſands would be encouraged 10 


do ill, and would ruſh into many indecorume, 


ke a horſe into the battle, were they ſure to 


eſcape the tongues. of men. 

That if we take a general view of ti 
world—we ſhall find, that a great deal of 
virtue—ar leaſt of the outward appearance c. 
it, is not ſo much from any fixed Princip, 
as the terror of what tlie world will ſay, and 
the liberty it will take upon the occaſions we 
mall give. | 

That if we deſcend to particulars, num 


bers are every day taking more pains to bt 
y day 2 P 


well ſpoken of, than what would actually eu 
able theni to live ſo as to deſerve it. 

That there are many, of both ſexes, who 
can ſupport life well enough without hond 
or chaſtity, who, without reputation, (whict 
is but the opinion which the world has of tic 
matter), would hide their heads in ſhame, and 


fink down i in utter deſpair of. happineſs. No 
doubt, the tongue is a weapon which doe 


chaſtiſe many indecorums which the laws d 
men will not reach—and keeps many in aw, 
whom couſcience will not; and where the ca: 
is indiſputably flagrant, the ſpeaking of it 
ſuch words as it deſerves, ſcarce comes with: 
in the prohibition. In many caſes, it is hart 
to expreſs ourſelves fo as to nx a diſtinction be. 

twixt oppoſite characters and ſometimes it 


may be as much a debt we owe to virtue, and 


/ 
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ne great a piece of juſtice to expoſe a vicious 
churacter, and paint it in its proper colours, 
as it is to ſpeak well of the deſerving, and de- 
ſeribe his particular virtues. And indeed, 
when we inflict this puniſhment upon the bad, 
merely out of principle, and without indul- 
geaces to any private paſhon of our own— 
it is a caſe which happens ſo ſeldom, that one 
might venture to except it. 

However, to thoſe 0 in thas A 
ere really concerned for the cauſe of Virtue, I 
cannot help recommending what would mnch 
more effectually ſerve her intereſt, and be a 
furer token of their zeal and attachment to 
her ;—and that is—in all ſuch plain inſtances, 
where it ſeems to be a duty to fix a diſtinction 
betwixt the good and the bad—to let their 
actions ſpeak it inſtead of their words, or at 
leaſt, to let them both ſpeak one language. 
We all of us talk ſo loud againſt vicious cha- 
racters, and are ſo unanimous in our cry a- 
gainſt them that an unexperienced man, who 
ouly truſted his ears, would i imagine the whole 
world was in an uproar about it, and that 
mankind were all aſſociating together, to hunt 
vice utterly out of the world, Shift the 
ſcene and let him behold the reception which 


vice meets with he will ſee the conduct and 


behaviour of the world towards it, ſo oppo- 

Rte to their declarations—he will find all he 

heard, ſo contradifted by what he ſaw—as 

19 lei him in doubt which of his ſenſes he 
T2 
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is to truſt —or in which of the two cafes man. 
kind were really in earneſt. Was there vir. 
tue enough in the world to make a general 
ſtand againſt this contradiction that is—w2; 
every one who delerved to be ill ſpoken of— 
Jure to be ill looked on— too; Mas it a cer. 
tain conſequence of the lois of a man's cha- 
racter— to loſe his friends, to loſc the advan. 
tages of his birth and fortune—and thence- 
forth be univerſally ſnunned, een Mkt 
ed 


Was no quality a ſhelter againſt the inde. 
corums of the other ſex, but was every wo- 
man, without diſtinction - Who had juſtly 
forfeited her reputation, from that moment 
was ſhe ſure to forfeit likewiſe all claim to ci. 
vility and reſpect 

Or, in a word — could it be eſtabliſhed as a 


law in our ceremonial, that wherever charac- 


ters in either ſex were become notorious—it 
Should be deemed inſampus either to pay or 


receive a viſit from them, and that the door 


mould be ſaut againſt them in all public pla. 
ces, till they had ſatisfied the world by giving 
teſtimony of a better life A few ſuch plain 
and honeſt maxims, faithfally put in practice 
— would force us upon ſome degree of reſor- 
mation. Till this is done, it avails little that 
We have no mercy 3 them with our tongues, 
unce they eſcape, without fecling any other 
neon enis nce. E | | 
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n- We all cry out that the world is corrupt — 

ir- and, I fear, too juſtly but we never reflect, 

ral what we have to thank for it, and that it is 

25 our open countenance of vice which gives the 

— lie to our private cenſures of it, which is its 

r. chief protection and encouragement. 'To 13 

a- thoſe, however, who ſtill believe that evil- I; 

n- {peaking is ſome terror to-evil-doers, one may i” 

22 anſwer, as a great man has done upon the oc- & 10 

t- caſion—that after all our exhortations againſt Kh ; 
it, it is not to he feared, but that there will 1 

e- be evil-ſpeaking enough left in the world to © 

0- chaſtiſe the guilty, and we may ſafely truſt 5 ? 

ly them to an ill-natured world, that there will 1 

nt be no failure of juſtice upon this ſcore. The 14 

i- paſſions of men are pretty ſevere executioners, 


and to them let us leave this ungrateful taſk 
and rather ourſelves endeavour. to cultivate 
that more friendly one recommended by the 
apoſtle —of letting all bitterneſs, and wrath, 
and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put away 
from us —of being kind to one another — 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God, for Chriſt's fake, forgave us. Amen. 
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SERMON XIE 
JOSEPH'S HISTORY CONSIDERED. 
FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 


GENEvs |. IS. - And when Foſeph's brethren fav the: 
their father was dead, they ſaid, Joſt 7b will perad. 
venture hate us, and will —_— requite us all th: 
evil which we did unto him. 


HERE are few inſtances of the -exer- 
cife of particular virtues, which ſeem 
harder to attzin to, or which appear more 
amiable and engaging in themſelves, than 
thoſe of moderation, and che forgiveneſs of 
injuries; and when the temptations againſt 
them Happen to be heightened by the bitter. 
noſs of a provocation on the one hand, and 
the i fairneſs of an opportunity to retaliate on 
re other, t! e inſtances hen arg truly great 
nd heroic. The words of the text (which 
are the confaltution of the ſons of Jacob a- 
mongſt themſelves upon their father Ifrael's 
death „ When, becauſe 1 it was in Joſeph's power 
fo revenge the deadly injury they had former- 
ly Gone him, they concluded in courſe, that 
it was his intention), will lead us to a beauti- 
fo! example of this Kind, in the character and 
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5 behaviour of Joſeph conſequent thereup- 
on; and as it ſeems a perfect and very en- 
gaging pattern of forbearance, it may not be 
improper to make it ferve for the ground- 
work of a diſcourſe upon that ſubject. "Te 
hole tranſaQ: ON, from the Grft oc callon 
given by Joſcph in his youth, to this Tait act 
of remiſſion, at the concluſion © E tus ifs, 
may be ſaid to be a alice + q hidkory. 
nere is, not only in the manner throughout, 
ſuch a happy, though uncommon mixture of 
ſimplicity and ' grandeur, which is a 2 
character ſo hard to be united, that it is fal- 
dom to be met with in compoſi Ons deen ty : 
human; but it is likewiſe related with tue 
greateſt variety of tender and . ig eir- 
cumſtances, whica would afford matter for 
reflections uſcful for the conduct of almoſt 
every part and ſtage of a man's lite, But as 
the words of the text fs as well as the intca- 
tiou and compaſs of this diſcourſe, particu- 
larly confine me to ſpeak only to ove point, 
namely, the forgivenets of in; urice, it will be 
proper only to conſider ſuch circum: {ances on 
the ſtory, as wi il place this inſtance of it in 
its juſt light ; ; and tlien proceed to make a 
more general uſe of the great ex: ample of 
moderation and forbearance which it fets be- 
fore us. 

It ſeems ſtrange, at Gif ſight, that after 
the ſons of Jacob had fallen into Joiepu” O 
power, —when they were forced by the fore- 
$ 0 
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neſs of the famine to go down into Egypt to 
buy corn, and had found him too good a man 
even to expoſtulate with them for an injury, 


which he ſeemed then to have digeſted, and 


piouſſy to have reſolved into the overruling 
providence of Gop, ſor the preſervation of 
much people, —how they could ever after 
queition the uprightneſs of his intentions, or 
entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion that his reconci- 
liation was diſſembled. Would one have i- 
magined, that the man who had diſcovered 
ſuch a goodneſs of ſoul, that he ſought where 
to weep, becauſe he could not bear the 


ſtruggles of a counterfeited harſhneſs, could 


ever be ſuſpected afterwards of intending a 


real one, —and that he only waited till their 


father Iſrael's death, to requite them all the 
evib which they had done unto him? What 
ſtill adds to this difficulty, is, that his affec- 
tionate manner in making himſelf known to 
them ;—his goodneſs in farbearing, not only 
to reproach them for the injury they had for- 
merly done him, but extenuating and excuſ- 
ing the fault to themſelves, —his comfort ing 
and ſpeaking kindly to them, and ſecondins 
all with the tendereſt marks of an undiſguiſed 
forgiveneſs, in falling upon their necks, and 
weeping aloud, that all the houſe of Pharaoh 
heard him ;—that moreover, this behaviour 
of Joſeph could not appear to them to be the 
effect of any warm and ſudden tranſport, 
which might as ſuddenly give way to other 
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reflections, but that it evidently ſprung from 
a ſettled principle of uncommon gencrofity 
in his nature, which was above the tempta- 
tion of making uſe of an opportunity for re- 
renge, which the courſe of (5309's providence 
had put into his hands for better purpoſes ; 
and what might Kiil ſeem to confirm this, 
was the evidence of his actions to them af- 
terwards, in bringing 
houſzhold, up out of 
them near him in the land of Goſhen, the 
richeſt part of Egypt, where they had fo 
many years experience of his love and kind- 
And yet, it is plain, all this did not 
clear his motive from ſuſpicion, or at leaſt 
themſelves from ſome apprehenſions of a 
change in his conduct towards them. 
was it not that the whole tranſaction was 
wrote under the direction of the Spirit of 
truth, and that other hiſtorians concur in do- 
ing jultice to Joſeph's character, and ſpeak of 
him as a compaſſionate and merciful man, one 
would be apt, you will ſay, to imagine here, 
that Moſes might poſſibly have omitted ſom: 
circumſtances of Joſeph's behaviour, whick 
lad alarmed his brethren, betwixt the time 
of his firſt reconciliation and that of their 
father's death. For they could not be ſuſpi- 
cious of bis intentions without ſome cauſe, 
and ſear where no fear was. — But does not + 
guilty conſcience oſten do fo,—and, tru 


them, and all their 
Canaan, and placing 


And, 
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it has the Pr yet wants the power to 
think itſelf ſafe? 
And could we look into the hearts of thoſe 
who know they deſerve ill, we ſhould find 
many an inſtance, where a aduch from a 
injured hand, where there was leaſt reaſon to 
expect one, has ſtruck deeper, and touched 
the heart with a degree of remorſe and con- 
cern, which perhaps no ſeverity or reſentment 
could have reached. This reflection will! 
ſome meaſure help to explain this aifficulty 
which occurs in the ſtory. For it is obſerv. 
able, that when the injury they had done their 
brother was firſt committed, and the fact was 
freſh upon their minds, and moſt likely to 
have filled them with a ſenſe of guilt, we find 
no acknowledgement or complaint to one an- 
other of ſuch a load, as one might imagine 
it had laid upon them; ; and, from that event, 
through a long courſe of years to the time 
they had gone down to Egypt, we read not 
once of any ſorrow or compusktivu of heart 
which they had felt during all that time, for 
what they had done. They had artfully i im- 
poſed upon their parent and (as men are in- 
genious caſuiſts in their own affairs) they 
had, probably, as artfully impoſed upon their 
own conſciences ; —and, poſſibly, had never 
impartially reflected upon the action, or con- 
ſidered it in its juſt'light, till the many acts 
of their brother's love and kindneſs had 
brought it before them, with all the circum» 
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Aances of aggravation which his behaviour 
would naturally give it.— They then began 
maturely to aides what they had done 
* they had firſt undeſervedly hated him 

n his childhood for that, which, if it was a 
og of complaint, ought rather to have 
been charged upon the indiſcretion of the 
parent, than conſidered as a fault in him.— 
That, upon a more juſt examination, and a 

etter knowledge of their brother, they had 
. eren that pretence: — It was not a 
blind partiality which ſcemed firſt to have di- 
rected their father's affection to him, though 


then they thought ſo;— for, daakelefs. {9 mach | 


oodneſs and benevolence as ſhone forth in 
555 nature, now that he was a man, could not 
ly all of it ſo deep concealed in his youth, 
but the ſagacity of a parent's eye would diſ- 
cover it; and that, in courſe, their enmity 
towards him, was founded upon that which 
ought to have won their eflcen, Flat if he 
had incautiouſſy added envy to their ill-will, 
in reporting his dreams, which preſaged his 


fiture greatneſs; it was but the indiſcretion 


ef 2 youth unpractiſed in the world, who 
had not yet found out the art of Jiffembbiog 
his, hopes and expectations, and was ſcarce 
arrived at an age to comprehend there was 
ſuch a thing in the world as envy and ambi- 


ton.—'That if ſuch offences in a brother, ſo 


fairly carried their own excuſes with them; 


what could they ſay for themſclves, when 
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they conſidered it was for this they nad almick 
unanimouſly conſpired to rob him of his life, 


— and, though they were happily reſtrained 


from ſhedding his blood, upon Reuben's re- 
monſtrance,—that they had, nevertheleſs, all 
the guilt of the intention to anſwer for ?— 
That, whatever motive it was, which then 
ftayed their hands, their conſciences told 
them, it could not be a good one, ſince they 

had changed the fentence for one no leſs ond 
in itſelf, and what, to an invenuous nature, 
was worſe than death, to be fold for a ſlave :-- 
the one was common to all,—-the other only 
to the unfortunate. OVhat it was not compal. 
lion which then took place; for, had ther? 
been uny way open to that, his tears and en- 
treaties muſt have found it, when they ſaw 


the anguiſh of his foul, when he befought, 


and they wovld not hear, —'I'bat if auglit ſtill 
could heigliten the remorſe of baniſhing 2 
youth, without provecation, for ever from 
his country, and the protection of his parent t, 
fo be expoſed naked to the buffetings of the 
world, and the rongh hand of ſome mercileſs 
ary they would find it in this reflection, 
That the many afflictions and hardſhip: 
which they might naturally have expected 
would overtake the lad, conſequent upon this 
action, had actually fallen upon him.” 
That, beſides the anguiſh of ſuſpected vir- 
tue, he had felt that of a priſon, where he 


had long lain neglected in a friendleſs condi- 
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de they had injured, gradbally heightened the 
£23 idea of their own guilt, till at length they 
| could not conceive Rios the. treſpaſs could be j 
Ps ſorgiven them ;—it appeared with fuch freſh vn 
circumſtances of a gravation; that; though bY 
hie they were oeinseef his reſentment ſlept, yet 

they thought it only ſlept, and, was likely, 

ſome time or other, to awake, and moſt pro- 

he bably then, that their father was dead, when 


the confideration of involving him in his re. 
I 91. J. 6 * 8 


— 4 


1 14 
a lion; 5 and where the affliction of a was ren⸗ Ft 
5 gered ſtill ſharper, by the daily expectation of * 
bs being remembered by Pharaoh's chief butler, nt 
= and Che diſappointment of tinding himſelf un- C7 
" gratefully forgotten.— And though Moſes 1 
0 tells us, that he fo und favour in the ſight of 38 
en the keeper of the priſon, yet the Pſalmiſt ac- VL, 
1 quaints us, that his ſufferings were ſtill griev- 175 
15 me —that his fel wwere hurt with fitters; #51: 
tel and the iron entered ce into his foul. And bis 
ei no doubt, his brethren thought the ſenſe of 1 
Fa their injury muft have entered at the ſame oh 
7 time, and was then riverted and fixed in his 15 
of mind for ever. N nd 
15 It is natural to imagine 'they argued and 15 
* reflected in this manner; and there ſeems no Fi 
285 neceſũty of ſeeking for the reaſon of their un- BY 
ad, caſineſs and diſtruſt, in Joſeplo's conduct, or 0 
Ll in any other external cauſe; ſince the ibward "ol 

5 workings of their qun minds will eaſily ac- 1 
885 count for the evil they: appr ehended. A ſe- RI 
55 ries of benefits and kindnefſes ſrom the man > i 4 
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venge had ceaſed, and all the duty and com. 
paſſion he owed to the grey hairs and hapyi. 
neſs of a parent was diſcharged and buricd 
with him. 

This they expreſs in the conſultation hel! 


| amongſt themſelves, in the words of the text ; 


and 1n the following verſe, we find thein 2c. 
cordingly ſending to bim, to deprecate the 
evil they dreaded ; and, either becauſe ther 
thought their father's name more powerfal 
than their own in this application—or rather, 
that they might not commit a freſh injury in 
ſeeming to ſuſpect his ſincerity, they pretend 
their father's direction; for we read, they ſent. 
meſſengers unto Joſeph, ſaying, Thy father 
did command before he died, ſaying.— 8 

ſhall ye ſay unto Joſeph, Forgiv e, I prev 
thee now, the treſpaſs of thy brethren, Ki 
their fin, for they did unto. thee evil: and 
now we pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of ti. 
ſervants of the Gon of thy father.“ Te 
addreſs wes not without art, and was conce:- 

ed in ſuch words as ſcemed to ſuggeſt an, er. 
gument in their favour, —as if it would nt 
become him, who was but a fello w- ſerrant c. 
their father's Gon, to harbour revenge, or 1 f 
the power their father's Gop had given biin 
againſt his children. Nor was there a reafor 


in any thing, but the, ſears of a guilty con- 


ſcience to apprehend it, as appears from the 
reception which the addreſs met, which was 
zuclr as beſpoke an uncommon goodneſs 0: 


* 
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m. rature; for, when they thus ſpake unto him, 
pi- —the hiſtorian ſays, he wept. Sympathy 
leck for the ſorrow and diſtreſs of ſo many ſons of 
his father, all in his power,—pain at ſo open 
eld and ingenuous a confeſſion of their guilt, — 
t; concern and pity for the long puniſhment they 
_ muſt have endured by ſo ſtubborn a remorſe, 
the which fo many years ſeemed not to have di- 
ey minſaced, —the affecting idea of their condi- 
vel tion, which had ſeemed to reduce them to the 


ner, neceſſity of holding vp their hands for mercy, 
7 11 when they had loft their protector, —ſo many 
ent tender paſſions, ſtruggling together at once, 
ſent overcame him ;—he burſt into tears, which 
ipoke what no language could attempt. 1t 
vill be needleſs, therefore, to enlarge any far- 
ther upon this incident, which furniſhes us 


An with ſo beautiful a picture of a compaſſionate 
and and forgiving temper, that I think no words 
the 


can heighten it; but rather let us endeavour 


1. to find out by what helps and reaſoning the 
ei patriarch might be ſuppoſed to attain to ſo 
„en Wi exalted and engaging a virtue. Perhaps you 
net will ſay, „ That one, ſo thoroughly convin- 
t ©: eed, as Joſeph ſeemed to be, of the overrul- 
„ie ing providence of Gop, which ſo evidently 
hin makes uſe of the malice and paſſions of men, 
aton Wand turns them as inſtruments in his hands to 


work his own rightcouſueſs, and bring about 
his eternal decrees, —and of which his own 


wal inftory was fo plain an inſtance, could not 
ei bare far to ſeek for an argument to forgive- 


Q z, 


* 4 11 N of — — * od a x . 
2 K mere r 22 r 1 * . 
A > Wo a3. 7 Ds Ia - r 8 
4 22 N 3 1 K r * -« 4 
* . — — „ A ee, RS OY 
- m— * A . . — — = 


CO 2 
"3, 5 8 
- . VB LEGS 
4. mas N [OE 
—— on — 
93 


* * A 9 * 1 wy 
— RE = 0 7 — 1 
« s 2 « 4 . - 


2 — 


: 6 i iy, 


D be as + - 
S 
2 S — . 
* 2 1 


= 0 — * : 
2 = — . 3M 7A. i * P25 
2 5 - * Hes 8 2 — 2 
8 i R 1 * n * 
2 — 2 * 7 . — » — 4 2 "od — 
— _ I => 1 — 2 - T I : = ” - 
——— "x 2 . < = K 2 = 
© 3 . i wy r . 21 — — 
— 4 — * 


220 ©h& 
. . $A PEI 


— r 
2 n . — N 
—— — — * IX & 
r ne RISES... D 2 
* — = EPR IR 
” " — — 22 
— 1 


— 3 — 3 l 
So AS own > = oo, cn 

. r — 
. OED. : 


S__ i, * 
SED 
— * 

— — 


— 
_— — 


— 


. 
*5=Y 
» 
4h 
4 
1 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
; 
J 
„ 
1 
I 
4 . 
0 
7 
: 
. 
1.4 
8 1 
» 
„ 
WT 
| 
1/18 
= 1 i 
. 1 
6 1 , 
; 15 
1 
1 
U 
| vo 
{ z 
i 
1 
1 
N. 
„„ 
11 
t 
T0 T2 
1 1 
8 
. 


— — 
* 


184 | SERMON XII. 


neſs, or feel much ſtruggle in Kifiing an in. 
clination againſt it.“ But let any man lay 
his hand upon his heart, and ſay, how often, 
in inſtances where anger and revenge had ei 
ed him, has this doctrine come in to his aid? 
In the bitterneſs of an aſſront, how often 
has it calmed his paſſions, and checked the 
fury of his reſentment?— True and univer. 
ially believed as the doctrine is amongſt us, it 
ſeldom does this ſervice, though ſo well tit 
ed for it, and, like ſome wiſe ſtatute, never 
executed or thought of, though i in full force, 
lies as unheeded as if it was hot in being, 
It is plain it was otherwiſe in the preſent 
inſtance, where Joſeph ſcems to acknowledge 
the influence it had upon him, in his lars 
tion, — That it was not they, but Gop who 
ſent him.” And does not this virtue ſhine 


the brighteſt in ſuch a pions or of 


the perſuaſion to ſo benevolent a purpoſe ? 
Without derogating from the merit of his 
forbearance, he might be ſuppoſed to have 
caſt an eye upon the change and uncertainty 
of human affairs which he had ſeen himſelf 
and which had convinced him we were all in 
one ancther's power by turns, and ſtand 1 in 
need of one another's pity and compaſſion:— 
and that, to reſtrain the cruclties aud ſtop the 


inſclences of mens reſentments, Cop has i 


eracred it, in the courſe of his providence, 
Phat, very often in this world our Yevenges 
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feturn upon our own heads, and mens violent 


ten, dealings upon their own pats. | 

eig That beſides theſe conſiderations, — that in 
id? generouſly forgiving an enemy, he was the 
ten trueſt friend to his own character, and ſhould 
the Lain more to it by ſuch an inſtance of ſubdu- 


vcr. ing his ſpirit, than if he had taken a city.— 
„it The brave know only how to forgive j—it is 


t- che moſt refined and generous pitch of virtue 
er human nature can arrive at.“ Cowards have 
rce, done good and kind actions, co wards have 

even fought—nay ſometimes even conquered; 
ſent but a coward never forgave.— It is not in 
dge his nature z— the power of doing it flows 
ara- only from a ſtrength and greatneſs of ſoul, 
vho BW conſcious of its own force and ſecurity, and 
Une above the little temptations of reſenting every 
1 of WY fruitleſs attempt to interrupt its happineſs. 


| Moreover, ſetting aſide all conſiderations of 
his his character, —in paſſing by an injury, he 


ave was the trueft friend likewiſe to his own hap- 
nty pineſs and peace of mind ; he never felt that 
cif, fretful ſtorm of paſſions which hurry men on 


in to acts of revenge, or ſuffered thoſe pangs of 
| in borror which purſue it.— Thus he might poſ- 
— libly argue, and no farther ;—for want of a 
the better foundation and better helps, he could 
% raiſe the building no higher to carry it up- 
ace, Wards to its perfection, we mult call in to cur 
ges 214 that more fpiritual and refined dottrine 


* Chriſtian hero. 
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zutroduced upon it by CnRIST ; namely, to 


Forgive a brother, not only to ſeven times, 


but to ſeventy times ſeven—that is, w ithout 
limitation. 
In this the excellency of the goſpel is ſaid, 
by ſome one, to appear to a remarkable ad. 
vantage; “ That a Chriſtian is as much dif. 
poſed to love and ſerve you, when your cne- 
my, as the mere moral man can be, when he 
is your ſriend.”— This, no doubt, is the ten- 
dency of his religion but how often, or in 
what degrees it fucceeds, —how nearly the 
practice keeps pace with the theory, the All- 
wiſe Searcher into the hearts of men alone 
3s able to determine. But it is to be feared, 


that ſuch great effects are not ſo ſenſibly felt, 


asa ſpeculative man would expect Irom tuch 


powerful motives : and there is many a Chri- 


Mian ſociety, wh: ch would be glad to com- 
Pound among themſelves for ſome leſſer de- 
crees of perfection on one hand, were they 
ſure to be exempted, on the other, ſrom the 
bad effects of thoſe fretful paſſions which are 

ever taking, as well as ever giving the occa- 
ſions of ſtrife : the beginnings of which, So- 


Iomon aptly compares to the letting out of 


waters, the opening a breach which no one 


can be ſure to ſtop, till it has proceeded to 
the moſt fatel events. 

With juſtice, therefore, might the ſon of 
Sirach conclude, concerning pride—that ſe- 
tet ſt Bream which adminiſters to the overflow 


2 2 
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ings of reſentments, — that it was not made 
for man, nor furious anger for him that is 


born of a woman: that the one did not be- 


come his ſtation, and that the other was de- 
ſtructive to all the happineſs he was intended 
to receive from it. How miſerably, then, 
muſt thoſe men turn tyrants againft them- 
{clves, as well as others, who grow ſplenetick 
and revengeful, not only upon the little una- 
voidable oppoſitions and offences they muſt 
meet with in the commerce of the world, but 


upon thoſe which only reach them by report; 


and accordingly torment their little ſouls with 
meditating how to return the injury, before 
they are certain they have received one? 


 Whather this eager ſenſibility of wrongs and 


reſentm. ent, ariſes from that general cauſe to 
which the fon of Sirach ſeems to reduce all 
free anger and paſſion; or whether to a cer- 
tuin ſourneſs of temper, which ſtands in every 
body's way, and therefore ſubject to be often 
hurt from whichever cauſe the diſorder 
{prings, the advice of the author of the hook 
of Eceleſiaſticus is proper: * Admoniſli a 
friend, ſays he, it may be he hath not done 

it; and if he have, that he do it not again. 
Admoniſh thy friend, it may be he hath not 
la:d it; and if he have, that he ſpeak it not 
again. There is that ſlippeth in his ſpeech, 
but not from his heart: and who is he, who 
hath not offended with his tongue!“ 
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J cannot help taking notice, hete, of a 
certain ſpecies of forgiveneſs which is ſeldom 
enforced or thought of, and yet is noway be- 
low our regard ;—I mean the forgiveneſs of 
thoſe, if we may be allowed the on. 
whom we have injured ourſelves. One would 
think, that the difficulty of forgiving, coul1 
only reſt on the fide of him who has received 
the wrong; but the truth of the fact is often 
otherwiſe. The conſciouſneſs of having pro- 
voked another's reſentment, often excites the 
aggrefſor to keep beforehand with the man 
he has hurt, and not only to hate him for the 
evil he expects in return, but even to purſue 
him down, and put it out of his * to 
make repriſalss 

The baſeneſs of this is loch, that it is ful. 
ficient to make the fame obſervation which 
was made upon the crime of parricide among it 
the Grecians:—it was fo black, —their legiſ- 
lators did not ſuppoſe it could be committed, 
and therefore made po law to puniſh it. 


„ 


SERMON XIII. 


vor OF SETTING BOUNDS TO OUR 
DESIRES» 


2 Kix cs, iv. 13.— Aud he faid unto him, Say now , 
wito ler, Beleld, thou op been careful for us wwiih alt 
{his care: —What is to be done for thee ! —<ve"iGef? thou 
be ſpoken for to the Ling, or the captain of the boſt ® 
And ſbe anſwered, I dwell ameng mine own people. 


HE firſt part of the text 1s the words 
which the prophet Eliſha puts into 

the mouth of his ſervant Gehazi, as a meſſage 
of thanks to the woman of Shunem, for her 
great kindneſs and hoſpitality, of which, af. 
ter the acknowledgment of his juſt ſenſe, 
which Gehazi is bid to deliver in the words, 
* Behold, thou haſt been careful for us 
with all this care ;*—he directs him to in- 
Guire in what manner he may beſt make a re- 
turn, in diſcharge of the obligation; What 
ſhall be done for thee? Wouldeſt thou be ſpo- 
ken for to the king, or the captain of the 
hoſt? The laſt part of the text is the Shu- 
namite's anſwer, which implies a refuſal of the 
lonour or advantage which the prophet in- 
tended to bring upon her by ſuch an applica- 


tion, which ſke indirectly expreſſes in her 


contentment and ſatisfaction with what tag 
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enjcyeò in her preſent lation : “ I dwell a. 


Cn? 


Fr? „ o g 5 
mong mine own people.” This inſtance ci 


ſelf-denial in the Shunamite, is but propeily 
the introduction to her ſtory, and gives vile 
to. that long and very pathetic tranſaction 


which follows in the Tapernatural grant of a 


child, which Gop had many years denied 
II affe ing loſs of him as ſoon as he 
as grown up, —and his reſtoration to life by 
Elis, after he had been ſome time dead; 
the whole of which, though extremely inte- 
reſting, and from duch izcidents as would 
afford ſufficient matter for inſtruction, yet as 
it will not fall within the intention of this 
diſcourſe, I ſnall beg leave, at this time, 
barely to conſider thoſe previous circumſtances 
of it, to which the text confines me, upon 
which 1 ſhall enlarge with ſuch reflections as 
occur, and then proceed to that practical uſ⸗ 
and exhortation which will naturally fall from 
it. 
We find, that after Eliſha had reſcued the 
diſtreſſed widow and her two ſons from the 
hands of the creditor, oy the miraculous 
multiplication of her oil, that he paſſed on to 
Shunem, where we reed was 2 great woman, 


and ſhe conſtrained him to eat bread ; and o 
it was, that as often as he paſſed by, be turu- 
ed in thither to eat bread, The ſacred hiſto- 


rian ſpeaks barcly of her temporal condition 
and flation in life— That ſue was a great 
ts woman” but deſcribes not the more ma- 
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terlal part of ker, ker virtues and character, 
becauſe they were more evidently to be diſ- 
covered from the tranſaction itſelf, from which 
it appears, that ſhe was not only wealthy, but 
likewife charitable, and of a very conſiderate 

turn of mind. For, after many repeated in- 
vitations and entertainments at her houte, 
finding his ocœaſions called him to a frequent 
paſſage that way z ſhe moves her huſband to 
ſet up and furniſh a lodging for him, with all 
the conveniences which the fimplicity of thoſe 

times required : © And the ſaid unto her huf- 
band, Behold now, I perceive that this is an 
holy man of God, vrhich paſſeti by us conti- 
nually ; let us make kim a little chamber, 1 
pray thee, on the wall, aud let us ſet for him 
there a bed, and a table, aud a tool, and a 
candleſtick ; and it ail be when he comet 
to us, that he ſhall tura in thither,”.---She per- 
ceived he was a holy 1 he had had Wavy 
opportunities & as Is baud by them contiuual- 
, of obſerving his behaviour and deportment, 
wich ſhe had carefully remarked, and ſaw 
plainly what he was. The ſanctity and ſim- 


pany of his manners—the feverity of his 


lie—his zeal for the religion of his God, and 


we pncommon fervency of his devotion when 
he worſhipped before him, which ſeemed his 
whole bufineſs and empioyment upon earth; 

all beſpoke him, not a man of this world, 


but one whoſe heart and aſfeckions were tiz- 


ed upon another object which was deares, 
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and more important to him. * as ſuch 
outward appearances may, and often have, 
been counterfeited, ſo that the actions of a 


man are certainly the only interpreters to be 


reed on, whether ſuch colours are true cr 
fiiſe ;—ſo ſhe had heard that all was cf a 
piece there, and that he was throughout con- 
ſiſtent:— that he had never, in any one in. 
ſtance of his life, ated as if he had any views 
in the affairs of this world, in which he had 
never intereſted himſelf at all, but where the 
glory of his God, or the good and preferva- 
tion of his fellow-creatures at firit inclined 
him :—that, in a late inſtance, before he 
came to Shunem, he had done one of th: 
kindeſt and moſt charitable actions that a 
good man could have done, in affiſting tlie 
widow and fatherieis ;—and, as the fact was 
fingular, and had juſt happened before her 
knowledge of him, no doubt, the had heard 
the ſtory with all the tender circumſtance: 
which a true report would give it in his fa- 
ee namely, That a certain woman, whoſe 
huſband was lately dead, and had left her with 
her children in a very helpleſs condition— 
very deſtitute—and, what was ſtill worſe, 
charged with a debt ſhe was not able to 


pay that her creditor bore exceeding hard 


upon her, and, finding her little worth in 


| ſubſtance, was coming to take the advantage 


which the law allowed, of ſeizing her two 


ſons for his bondſmen ets that ſhe had not 


4A < 
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only loſt her huſband, which had made her 


ct miſcrable enough already, but was going to 
5 de bereaved of her children, which were the 


by only comfort and ſupport of her life :—that, 


4 ry, he was touched with compaſſion for her 
4 misfortunes, and had uſed all the power and in- 
! © * . * 8 : . 

. tereſt which he had with his God to relieve and 

in- 


befriend her, which, in an unheard of manner, 
: 4 by the miraculous increaſe of her oil, which 
q 


J was the only ſubſtance ſhe had left, he-had fo 


= bountifully effected, as not only to diſentangle 
oy her from her difficulties in paying the debt, 
| but withal, what wos {till more generous, to 
+ enable her to live comfortably the remainder 
5 of her days. She conſidered, that charity 
15 and compaſſion was ſo leading a virtue, and 
_ rad ſuch an influence upon every other part 
525 of a man's character, as to be a ſufñciept 
ow proof, by itſelf, of the inward diſpoſition 
wie and goodneſs of the heart ; but that ſo en- 
15. gaging an inſtance of it as this, exerciſed in 
„ ſo kind and ſeaſonable a manner, was a de- 
aun monſt rat ion of this—and that he was, in truth, 
. what out ward circumſtances beſpoke, Aa holy 
le. man of God. As the Shunamite's principle 
% and motive for her hoſpitality to Eliſha was 


= juſt—as it ſprung from an idea of the worth 
| and merit of her gueſt, fo likewiſe was the 
manner of doing it kind and conſiderate. It 
1s obſervable, ſhe does not ſolicit her huſband 
to aſſign him an apartment in her own houſe, 


Pol. 


2 ˙ 


upon her coming to Eliſha with this ſad ſto- 
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but to build him a chamber on the wall apait: 


—ſhe confidered-—tnat true piety wanted no v 
witneſtes, and was always moft at eaſe when 2 
molt private that the tumult and diſtrac. 

tion of a large family were not fit for the fi. 7 
lent meditations of fo holy a man, who would 2 
perpetually there meet with ſomething, either * 
to interrupt his een or offend the purity * 
of his manners; — that, coreover, under ſuch Ir 
an independent root, where he could take 


ſhelter as often as his occaſions required, ine 
thought he might taſte the pleaſure which 
was natural to man, in poſſeſiing ſomething 


like what he could call his on and, What m 
is no ſmall part of conferring a favour, he * 
would ſcarce ice! the weight of it, or at lea n 
much ſeldomer in this manner, than where a Wl a 
daily invitation and repetigon of the kindnef v 
perpetually put him in mind of his obligaticn. n 
It any thing could Nil add to this—it was- f. 
that it did not appear to be the dry offer of Mil ic 
a faint civiuty, but that it Came directly from t 
the heart. There is a nicety in honeſt minds, 1 
which vill not accept of a cold and ſuſpeRel v 
offer—and, even when it appears to be fincer: v 
and truly meant, there is a modeſty in tru: fa 
merit which kuows not how to accept it; ic 
and, no doubt, ſhe had one, if not both at 
theſe difficu! ties, to conquer in their turns. p 
For we read, that ſhe conſtrained bim, and, i it 
w 


in all Fkelinood, forced his acceptance of :. 
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with all the warmth and friendly openneſs of 
a humane and hoſpitable temper. 

It is with benefits as with injuries, in this 
reſpect, that we do not fo much weigh the 
accidental good or evil they do us, as that 
which they were deſigned to do ns ;—that is, 
we conlider no part of them fo much as their 
intention. And the prophet's behaviour con- 
{quent upon this, ſhows he beheld it through 
this medium, or in ſome ſuch advantageous 
light as J have placed it. | 

There is no burden fo heavy to a grateful 
mind, as a debt of kindneſs unpaid ;—and 
we may believe Eltiha felt it ſo, from the ear- 
neſt deſire which he had, upon the 1mmed:- 
ate receipt of this, to diſcharge himſelf of it, 
which he expreſſes in the text in the warme! 
manner z—* Behold, thou haſt been carefub 
for us with all this rare :—what ſhall be done 
for thee ?—wouldeit thou be ſpoken for tv 


ne king, or the captain of the hoft ??— 
There is a degree of honeſt impatience in the 


words, ſuch as was natural to a good man, 
who would not be bchind hand with his bene- 
factor.— But there is one thing which may 
ſeem ſtrange at firſt ſight, that, as her ſtation 
and condition in life were ſuch, that the ap- 
peared rather to have abounded aiready, than 
Hood in want of any thing in this world, 
which ſuch an application could ſupply li 
the prophet ſhould not rather have propofcct 
lome ſpiritual advantage, which, as it woult 
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better have become the ſanctity of his charac. 

ter on the one hand, ſo, on the other, it 

would have done a more real and laſting fer. 
vice to his friend. 

But we are to reflect, that, in returning 
favours, we act differently from what we do 
in conferriug them: —in the one caſe, we 
ſimply conſider what is beit—1n the other, 
what is molt acceptable. The reaſon is, that 


we have a right to act according to our own 


ideas of what will do the party moſt good, in 
the caſe where we beſtow a favour ;—but, 
where we return one, we loſe this right, and 
act according to his conceptions who has ob- 


liged us, and endeavour to repay in ſuch a 


manner as we think 1s moſt hkely to be ac- 
cepted in diſcharge .of the obligation.—So 
that, though we are not to imagine Elia 
could be wanting in religious duties, as well 
as wiſhes to ſo hoſpitable a friend, we may 
yet luppole, he was directed here by this 
principle of equity—and that, in reflecting in 
what manner he ſhould requite his benefactreſo, 
he had conſidered, that, to one of her affluent 


Condition, who had all the reaſonable com- 
forts of an independent life if there was any 


paſſiou yet uuſatisficd, it mult certainly be 
ambition: that though, in general, 1t was an 
irregular appetite, which, in moſt caſes, it 
was dangerous to gratify, yet, in effect, it 
wes only fo far criminal, as — power which 


FR is acquired was perverted to bad and victouz 
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from the ſpecimen ſhe had already given of 
her diſpoſition, which ſhowed that, if ſhe 
did wiſh for an increaſe of wealth and honour, 
ſhe wiſhed 1t ouly as it would enable her more 
generouſly to extend her arm in kind offices, 
and increaſe the power as well as the oppor- 
tunittes of doing good. | | 

In juſtice to Eliſha's motive, which muſt 
have been good, we muſt inppole ſhe conſider- 
ed his offer in this light ; and what principal- 
ly led him to propoſe it, was the great inte- 
reſt which he had with the king of Ifracl at 
that time, which he had merited by a ſignal 
ſervice ; and, as he had no views for himſelf, 
he thought it could not be employed fo well 
as in eftabliſing the fortune of one, whoſe 
virtue might be ſo fafcly truſted with it. It 
was a juſtifläble prepoſſeſſion in her favour — 
though one not always to be relicd on; for, 
there is many a one, Who, in a moderate ſta- 
tion, and with a leſſer degree of power, has 
behared with honour and unblemiſſied reputa- 
tion, and who has even borne the buftetings 
of adverſe fortune well, and manifeſted great 
preſenee and ſtrength of mind under it, whom, 
nevertheleſs, a high exaltation has at once o- 
vereome, and fo entirely changed, as if the 


party had left, not onfy his virtue, but even 


imſelt, behind him. 
Wocther the Shunamite dreaded to make 


517 


: dangerous experiment of herſcli-- or, 


R 3 


3 


purpoſes, which it was not likely to be here, 
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which is more likely, that ſhe had learned ta 
{et bounds to her deſires, and was too well 
ſatisfied with her preſent condition, to be 
tempted out of it, ſhe declines the offer, in 
the cloſe of the text, —““ I dave// amoyngſt 
mine own fecſle e'“ as if ſhe had ſaid, The 
intended kiadneſs is ſar from being ſmall ; 
but it is not uſeful! to me: I hve here, as 
thou art a vitnels, in peace, in a contented 
obſcurity not ſo high as to provoke envy, 
Nor {o low as to be trodden down and deſpiſed. 
Ia this ſafe and middle tate, as I have lived 
amongſt my own people, fo let me die, out of 
the reach both of the cares and glories of the 
world.—-It is fit, O holy man of God! that 
1 learn, fore time or other, to ſet bounds to 
my debres; zud if I cannot fix them now, 
chen I have already more than my wants re— 
<iire, when (hall 1 hope to do it: — Or, how 
mould J expect, that even this increaſe of ho- 
nout or fortune would fully ſatisfy and con- 
rent my ambition, ſhould I now give way 
40 it: RO 

So EBgapging an iuſtance of unaftected mo- 
deration and ſelf-denial, deicrves well to be 
confidered by the buſtlers in this world; — 
becauſe, if we are to truſt the face and courie 
of things, we ſcarce ſee any virtue ſo hard to 
be put in practice, and which the generality 
of mankind ſeem ſo unwilling to learn, as 
this, of knowing when they have enough, 


aud when it is time to give over their worldly 
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purſuits, —Aye ! But nothing is more eaſy, 
you will anſwer, than to fix this point, and 
and ſet certain bounds to 1t.—** For my 
own part, you will ſay, I declare, I want 
and would wiſh no more, but a ſufficient 
competency of thoſe things which are requi- 
lite to the real uſes and occaſions of life, ſuit- 
able to the way I have been taught to expect 
from uſe and education.” But recollect how 
{dom it ever happens, when theſe points are 
ecured, but that new occaſions and new ne- 
celũt ies preſent themſelves, and, every day as 
vou grow richer, freſh wants are diſcovercd, 
which rife up before you, as you aſcend the 
nll; fo that every ſtep you take—every ac- 
ceſſion to your fortune, ſets your deſires one 
degree farther from reſt and ſatisfation ;— 
tat ſomething you have not yet graſped, and 


poſſibly never ſhall—that devil of a phantom, 
unpolleſſcd and unpoſſeſſable, is perpetually 


naunting you, and ſtepping in betwixt you 
and your contentment.—Unhappy creature! 
to think of enjoying that bleſſing without 
moderation: — or imagine that ſo ſacred a 
temple can be raiſed upon the foundation of 
wealth or power I- If the ground-work is 
not laid within your own mind, they will as 
Joon add a cubit to your ſtature, as to your 
'appineſs,—To be convinced it is ſo, pray 
ook up to thoſe who have got as high as 
tacir warmeſt wiſhes could carry them in this 
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aſcent o you ee they live the better, 
the longer, the merrier—or that they lep 


the ſounder in their beds, for having twice as 


much as they wanted, cr well know how to 
diſpoſe of: Of all rules for calculating hap. 
pineſs, this is the moſt deceitful, and which 


few, but weak minds, and thoſe unpractiſed 


in the world too, ever think of applying as 
the meaſure in ſuch an eftimation. Great and 
inexpreſſible may be the happineſs, which a 
moderate fortune ana modern deſires, with 
a conſciouſnefs of virtue, will fecure. Many 
are the ſilent pleaſures of the honeſt peaſant, 
who riſes cheerful to his labour ;—why ſhould 
they not ?—Look into his houſe, the ſeat of 
each man's happineſs z—has he not the ſame 
domeſtic endearments—the ſame j joy and con: 
fort in his children, and as flattering hopes of 
their doing well, to enliven his hours and 
glad his heart, as you could conceive 1n the 
nigheſt ſtation ?—And I make no doubt, in 
general, but if the true ſtate of his joys and 
ſufferings could be fairly balanced with thoſe 
of his betters, whether any thing would ap- 
pear at the foot of the account, but what 
would recommend the moral of this diſcourſe. 


| — This, I own, is not to be attained to, by 


the cynical ſtale trick of haranguing againſt 
the goods of fortune they were never in- 
tended to be talked out of the world—but, 
as virtue and true wiſdom ly in the midale 
of extremes—on one hand, not to negleò 
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and deſpiſe riches, ſo as to forget ourſelves, 7 
and, on the ether, not to purſue and love 
them, ſo as to forget God ;—to have them 
ſometimes in our heads—but always ſome- 
thing more important in our hearts. 
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* 


SELF-EXAMINA“TION. 


IsaTAR 1. 3. — The ox Bnowweth hit uner, and the of 
His maſter's crib—but Vra. 1 doth not know m people 
daoib not conſider. 


T is a ſevere, but an affectionate reproach 
of the prophet's, laid againſt the Iſrael- 
ites which may fafely be applied to every 
heedleſs and unthankful people, who are nei- 
ther won by God's mercies, nor terrified by 
his pumſhments. There is a giddy, thought- 
leſs, intemperate ſpirit gone forth into the 
world, which poſleſſes the generality of man- 
kind z—and the reaſon the world is undone is, 
becauſe the world does not confider—conſi- 
ders neither awful regard to God, nor the 
true relation themſelves bear to him. Could 
they conſider this, and learn to weigh the 
cauſes, and compare the conſequences of 
things, and to exerciſe the reaſon which God 
has put into us, for the government and di- 
rection of our lives there would be ſome 
hopes of a reformation : —but, as the world 
goes, Were i is no leiſure for ſuch inquiries— 
| and, ſo full are our minds of other matters, 


1 
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that we have no time to aſk, or a heart to an- 
ſwer, the queſtions we ought to put to our- 
ſelves. 

Whatever our condition is, it is good to 
be acquainted with it in time, to be able to 
ſupply what is wanting, and examine the, ſtate 
of our accounts, before we come to give them 
up to an impartial judge. 

The moſt rice ſee the reaſonable- 
neſs of this—there being few, 1 believe, ei- 
ther ſo thoughtleſs, or even ſo bad, but that 
they ſometimes enter upon this duty, and 
have ſome ſhort intervals of ſclf-examination, 


which they are forced upon, if from no other 


motive, yet at leaſt to free themſelves from 
the load and oppreſſion of ſpirits they muſt 
neceſſarily be ſubje& to without it. But as 
the ſcripture frequently intimates—and obſer- 
vation confirms it daily—that there are many 
miſtakes attending the diſcharge of this duty 
I cannot make the remainder of this dif- 
courſe more uſeful, than by a ſhort 3 
into them. I ſhall therefore, firſt, beg leave 
to remind you of ſome of the many unhappy 
ways by which we often ſet about this irk- 
ſome taſk of examining our works, without 
being either the better or the wiſer for the 
employment. 

And firſt, then, let us hewin with that 
which is the foundation of almolt all the other 
falſe meaſures we take in this matter—that i is, 


the letting about wie examination af om 
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works, before we are prepared with honeft 


diſpoſitions to amend them. This is begin. 
ning the work at the wrong end. Theſe pre- 
vious diſpoſitions in the heart, are the wheels 
that ſhould make this work go eaſily and ſuc- 
ceſsfully forwards z— and, to take them off, 
and proceed without them, it is no miracle, 
if, like Pharaoh's chariots, they that drive 
them — drive them heavily along. 

Beſides, if a man is not ſincerely inclined 
to reform his faults, it is not likely he ſhould 
be inclined to ſee them—nor will all the 
weekly preparations that ever were wrote, 
bring him nearer the point —ſo that, with 
how ſerious a face ſoever he begins to exe- 
mine—he no longer does the office of an in- 
quirer—but an apologiſt, whoſe buſineſs 1s 
not to ſearch for truth—but ſkilfully to hide 
it. 80 long, therefore, as this pre- engage. 
ment laſts betwixt the man and his old habits 
— there is little proſpect of proving his works 
to any good purpoſe—of whatever kind they 
are, with ſo ſtrong an intereſt and Power on 
their ſide.— As in other trials, ſo in this, it 
is no wonder if the evidence is puzzled and 
confounded, and the ſeveral facts and circum- 
ſtances ſo twiſted from their natural ſhapes, 
and the whole proof fo altered and confirmed 
on the other ſide—as to leave the laſt ſtate of 
that man even worſe than the firſt, 

A. ſecond unhappy, though general mif- 


take, in this great m of proving our works 
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—is that which the apoſtle hints at; in the 
doing it, not by a direct examination of our 
own actions, but from a comparative view of 
them, with the lives and actions of other 
men. 

When a man is going to enter upon this 
work of ſelf- examination there 1s nothing fo 
common, as to ſee him look round him 
iaſtead cf looking within him. He looks 
round——finds out ſome one who is more ma- 
licious—ſees another that is more covetous, a 
third that is more proud and imperious than 
himſelf—and fo indirectly f forms a judgement 


a proving of his own works, as the apoſtle 
direcs him, but rather from proving the 
works of otters, and, from their infirmities 
and deiects drawing a deceitſul concluſion in 
{our of himſelf.— In all competitions of this 


ts kind, ane may venture to ſay, there will be 
28 ever ſo mych ſelf. love in a man, as to draw a 
ey alattering likeneſs of ↄne of the parties and 
on it js well—if ke has not ſo much malignity 


it too. as to give but a coarſe picture of the o- 
nd her —gniſhed with ſo many hard ſtrokes, as 


m- to make the one as ualike its original as the 
es, other. 
ed Thus the Phariſee, when be a the 


of temple, — no ſooner ſaw the publican, but 


chat moment he formed the idea to himſelf of 
all the vices and corruptions that could poſ- 
ks Wl bly enter inte the man's chargctat: and 


7 
n 43 


of himſelf, not from a review of his life, and 
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with great dexterity ſtated all his own virties 
and good qualities overagainſt them, —his ab- 
ſtinence and frequent faſtings, exactneſs in 
the debts and ceremonies of the law ;—not 
balancing the account, as he ought to have 
done, in this manner What! though this 
man is a publican and a ſinner, have not I 
my vices as well as he? Tt is true, his parti- 
cular office expoſes him to many temptations 
of committing extortion. and injuſtice bat 
then—am rot I a devourer of widows houtcs, 
and guilty of one of the moſt crurl inſtances 
of the ſame crime? He poſſibly is a profane 


perſon, and may ſet religion at nought; but 


do not 1 myſelf, for a pretence, make long 
prayers, and bring the greateſt of all ſcandals 
upon religion, by making it the cloak to my 
ambition and worldly views! II he, laſtiy, 
is debauched or intemperate; am not J con- 
ſcious of as corrupt and wanton diſpoſitions, 
—and that a fair and guarded outfde is my 
beſt pretence to the oppoſite character? 

If a man will examine his works by a com- 
parative view of them with others - this, no 
doubt, would be the fairer way, and leaſt 
likely to miſlead him. But as this is ſeldom 
the method this trial is gone through, in fact 
it generally turns out to be as treacherous and 
deluſive to the man himſelf, as it is uncandid 
to the man who is dragged into the compari- 
ſon ; and whoever judges of himſelf by this 


rule, ſo long as there is no ſcarcity of vicious 
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cliaracters in the world, —it is to be feared, 
he will often take the occaſions of triumph 


and rejoicing, where, in trüth, he ought ra- 
ther to be torry and aſhamed. 

A third error, in the manner of -proving 
our works, is what we are guilty of, when 
we leave ont of the calculation the only ma- 
terial parts of them ;— 1 mean, the motives, 
and firit principles, from whence they pro- 
ceed, There is many a fair inftance of gene- 
roſity, chaſtity, and ſelf-denial, which the 
world may give a man the credit of, — which, 
it he would give himſelf the leiſure to _—_— | 
upon, and trace back to their firſt ſprin 
he would be conſcious, proceeded from luck 
views and intentions, 8s, if known, would 
not be to bis honour. The truth ef this may 
be made evident by a thouſand inſtances in 
life ;—and yet there is nothing more uſual, 
than for a man, when he 1s going upon this 
duty of ſelf. examination, —inſtcad of calling 
his own ways to remembrance,—to cloſe the 
whole 1 inquiry at once, with this ſnort clial- 
lenge, © That he Fr the evorll t9 fay 70 of 
« i.“ If the world has no expreis evi- 
dence, this indeed may be an argument of his 
good luck, —but no latisfactory one of the 
rea! goodneſs and innocence of his life. A 
man may be a very bad man, —and yet, 
through caution, th. rough decp laid policy 
aud deßign, may ſo guard all outward appear- 
«R's, as never to want this negative tellimo- 
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ny on his ſide, that the <vor ld Enows ho evil of 
him,—how little ſoever he deſerves it. Of alt 
aſſays upon a man's ſelf, this may be ſaid to 
be the ſlighteſt ; this method of proving the 
E of our works—differing but little in 
ind from that unhappy one, which many 
unwary people take in proving the goodneſs 
of their coin——who, if it happens to be ful. 
picious, inſtead of bringing it either to the 
balance or the touchſtone to try its worth—- 
they ignorantly go forth—try if they can 
Paſs it upon the world ;—if fo, all is well, 
and they are ſaved all the expence and pains 
of inquiring after, and detecting the cheat, 
A fourth error, in this duty of examina. 
tion of mens works, —is thai of committing 
the taſk to others ;—an error into which 
thouſands of well-meaning. creatures are en- 
ſnared in the Romiſh church, by her doc- 
trines of auricular confeſſion, of works of ſt 
pererogation, and the many lucrative practices 
raiſed upon that capital ftock ; the trade of 
which 1s carried to ſuch a height i in popiſh 
countries, that if you was at Rome or Naples 


now, and was diſpoſed, in compliance with q 
the apoſtle's exhortation in the text, to ſet A 
about this duty, to prove your own Work5,— t 


it is great odds whether you will be ſuffered 


to do it yourſelf, without interruption ; wy { 
you might be ſaid to have eſcaped well, it 1 
| the firſt perſon you conſulted upon 1t, i : 
aot talk you out of your reſolution, and po 
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Fly your ſenſes too, at the ſame time. Prove 


your works !—for heaven's ſake, deſiſt from 
fo raſh an undertaking ;—what !—truſt your 


own ſkill and judgement in a matter of ſo 
much difficulty and importance—when there 


are ſo many whoſe buſineſs it is—who under- 
ſtand it ſo well, and who can do it for you 
with ſo much ſafety and advantage ? 

If your works muſt be proved, you weuld 
be adviſed, by all means, to ſend them to un- 
dergo this operation with fome one who 
knows what he is about, —either ſome expert 
and noted confeſſor of the church,—or to 
ſome convent or religious ſociety, who are in 


poſſeſſion of a large ſtock of good works of 


all kinds, wrought | up by faints and confeſ- 


ſors, where you may ſuit yourſelf, —and ei- 
ther get the defects of your own ſupplied, — 

or be accommodated with new ones, ready 
proved to your hands, ſealed and certified to 
be ſo by the Pope's commiſſary, and the no- 
taries of his ecclefialtic court. There needs 
little more to lay open this fatal error, than 
barely to repreſent it. So ſhall only add a 
mort remark, —that they who are perſuaded 


to be thus virtuous by proxy, and will prove 


the goodneſs of their works only by deputies, 
will have no reaſon to complain againſt. 
Gob's juſtice, if he ſuffers them to go to hea- 
ven only 1 in the ſame manner, that 1 is, by der 
Puties too. 
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210 SrRMONY XIV. 
The laſt miſtake which 1 ſhall kave 1 time to 


mention, is that which the Me thodiſls have 
revived; for it is no new error, but one which 
has miſled thouſands before theſe days, where. 


ever enthuſiaſm had got footing, and that i-, 


the attempting to prove their works by that 
very argument which is the greateſt proof 
of their weakneſs and ſuperitition ; I mean, 
that extraordinary impulſe and iutercourſe 
with the Spirit of Gop which they pretend 
to, and whoſe operations (if you truſt them) 


are ſo ſenfibly felt in their hearts and ſouls, 


as to render, at once, all other proofs of their 
works needleſs to themſelves. This, I own, 
is one of the moſt ſummary ways of proceed. 
ing in this dut y of ſelf. examination; and as 
it proves a man's works in the groſs, it faves 
him a mug of ſober thought aud i 7 al. 
ter many vexatious particufar 8. 


Indeed, if the premiſes were true, the in- 


ſerence is direct. For, when a man dreams 
of theſe inward workings, and wakes Witl 
the impreſſion of them ſtrong upon his brain; 
it is not ſtrange he mould think himſelf a 

choſen veſſel, ſanctiſied within, and ſealed up 
unto the perſect day of redemption ; and, ſo 
long as ſuch a one is led captive to this error, 
there is notliing in nature to induce him to 
this duty of examining his own works in the 
ſenſe of the prophet: for, however bad they 
are, ſo long as his credulity and en 
equal chem, it is impoſſible they ſhoula dit. 
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turb his conſcience, or frighten him into 2 
1cformation. Theſe are ſome of the unbappy 
mittakes in the many methods this work is 
{et about, which in a great meaſure rob us 
of the fruits we expected, and ſometimes fo 
entirely blaſt them, that we are neither the 
detter or wiſer for all the pains we have 
taken. 

There are many other falſe ſteps which lead 
ns the fame way ; but the delineation of theſe, 
however, may ſerve at preſent, not only as ſo 
many land-marks to guard us from this dan- 
gerous coaft which I have deſcribed, but to 
direct us likewiſe into that ſafe one, wher 
we can only expect the reward the goipel en 
miſes. For if, according to the firſt recited 
caules, a man fails in examining his works, 
from a difinclination to reform them, from 
partiality of compariſons, from flattery to his 
own motives, and a vain dependence upon 
the opinion of the world; the concluſion is 
unavoidable, that he muſt ſearch for the qua- 
lities the moſt oppoſite to theſe for his con- 
ductors; and, if he hopes to difcharge this 
work fo as to have advantage from it, that 
he muſt ſet out upon the prineiples of an ho- 
neſt head, willing to reform itſelf, and at- 
tached principally to that object, without re- 
gerd to the ſpiritual condition of others, cr 
the miſguided opiaions which the world ma» 
have of himſelf, 
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That, for this end, he muſt call his own 
ways to remembrance, and ſearch out his ſpirit ; 
—ſearch his actions with the ſame critical ex- 
aQueſs, and the ſame piercing curioſity, we are 
wont to fit in judgment upon others ; varniſh. 
ing nothing, and diſguiſing nothing. If he 
proceeds thus, and in every relation of life 


| takes a full view of himſelf without prejudice, 


traces his actions to their principles without 
mercy, and looks into the dark corners and 
receſſes of his heart without fear—and if, up- 
on ſuch an inquiry—he acts conſiſtent with 
his view in it, by reforming his errors, ſepa- 
rating the droſs, and purifying the whole 
maſs with repentance ; this will bid fair for 
examining ' a man's works in the apoitlc's 
ſenſe :—and whoever diſcharges the duty 
thus, with a view to Scripture, which is the 
rule in this caſe—and to Reaſon, winch is tlie 
applier of this rule in all caſes—need not fear 
but he will have what the prophet calls re- 
Joicing in himſelf, and that he will lay the 
foundation of his peace and comfort where it 
ought to ly—that is, within himſclf—in the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, and the joy- 
ful expectation, that having done his utmoſt 
to examine his own works here, that Goo 


Vill accept them hereafter, through the me- 


rits of CHRIST: which Gop grant. Amen, 


wo «I 


SERMON XV. 
103's EXPOSTULATION WITH HIS WIFE. 


Tos it. TO. What] foall zwe receive goed at the hand 
of God, and Ball wwe not receive evil a'ſo ? 


THESE are the words of Job, uttered 


in the depth of his misfortunes, by 
way of reproof to his wife, for the counſel 
we find ſhe had given him in the foregoing 
verſe 3 namely, not to retain his integrity any 
longer, but to cur/e God and die. Though it 
is not very evident, what was particularly 
meant and implied in the words“ Curſe 
God and die,”—yet it is certain, from Job's 
reply to them, that they directed him to ſome 
ſtep which was raſh and unwarrantable, and 
probably, as it 18 generally explained, meant, 
that he ſhould openly call Gop's juſtice to 
an account, and, by a blaſphemous accuia- 
tion of it, provoke Gop to deſtroy his be- 
ing: as if the had faid, After ſo many ſad 
things which have befallen thee, notwithitand- 
ing thy integrity, what gaineſt thou by ſerv- 
ivg Gon, ſeeing he bears thus hard upon 
thee, as though thou waſt his enemy? Ought 
ſo faithful a ſervant as thou haſt been, to re- 
ceive ſo unkind treatment at his hands, —and 
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tamely to ſubmit to it ?—patiently to ſuſtain 
the evils he has brought upon thy houſe, and 
neither murmur with thy lips, nor charge him 
with injuſtice ?—Bear it not thus ;—auc, as 
thy-piety could not at firſt protect thee from 
ſuch misfortunes, nor thy behaviour under 
them could ſince move Gop to take pity on 
thee ; change thy conduct towards him, bold. 
ly expoſtulate with him, upbraid him opeiiy 
with unkindneſs, —call lus juſtice and provi. 
dence to an account for oppreliing thee in ſo 
undeſerved a manner, and get that benefit by 
provoking him, which thou haſt not been able 
to obtain by ſerving him,—to die at once by 
his hands, - and be freed, at leaſt, from the 
greater miſery of a lingering, and a more tor- 
menting death. 

On the other hand, ſome interpreters tel 

us, —that the word cure, in the original, is 
ee kurse and does more literally ſignify here, 
to bleſs, than to blaſpheme; and conſequent- 
ly, that the whole is rather to be confidered 
as à ſarcaſtical ſcoff at Job's piety, As if it 
had been ſaid, — Go to, bleſs Gop, and dic; 
ſince thou art ſo ready :o praife him in 
troubles, as thou haſt done, go on in thy 
own way, and ſee how Gop will reward thee, 


by a miſerable death, which thou canſt not 


avoid. 

Without diſputing the merit of theſe two 
interpretations, it may not ſeem an impre- 
bable conjecture, that the words imply ſome⸗ 
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fhing * different from what is expreſſed in 
either of them :—and, inſtead oi ſuppoſing 
them as an incitement to blaſpheme Gop, 
which was madneſs, —or that they were in- 
tended as an inſult, which was unnatural ; 
that her advice, to curſe Gon and die, was 


meant here, that he ſhould reſolve upon a vo- 


luntzry death himſelf, which was an act not 
only in his oven power, but what carried ſome 
wp-arance of a remedy with it, and promiſed, 
at lealt at firſt fight, ſome reſpite from pain, 


az it would put an end, both to his life and 


his misfortunes together. 
Oue may ſuppoſe, that with all the con- 


eern and affection which was natural, ine be- 


held her lord afflicted both with poverty and 
tickneſs by one ſudden blow brought down 


from his palace to the dunghill.—In one 
nuurnfubday, ſhe ſaw, that not only the for- 


tunes of his houſe were blaſted, but likewiſe 
the hopes of his poſterity cut off for ever by 
the untimely lots of his children. She knew 
he was a virtuous and an upright man, and 


deſerved a better fate her heart bled the 


more for him,—ſhe ſaw the proſpect before 
him was dreadful,—that there appeared no 
poſſible means which could retrieve the ſad fi- 
tuation of his affairs ;—that death, the laſt— 


the ſureſt friend to the unfortunate, could 


only ſet him free ;—and that it was better to 
reſolve upon that at once, than vainly endea- 


four to wade through ſuch a ſea of troubles, 
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which in the end would overwhelm him. We 
may ſuppcte her ſpirits finking under theſe 
apprehenſions, when ſhe began to look upon 
his conſtancy as a fruitleſs virtue, and from 
that perſuafiop to have ſaid unto him, —Curſe 
Cop, — depend, no longer upon him, nor wait 
the iſſues of! his providence, which bas already 
JS 

forſaken theeg—as there is no help from tlic: 
quarter, —ręſdlve to extricate thyſel—and 
fince thou häſt met with no juſtice in this 
world, leave it,—die—and force thy paſſag ge 
into a better country, where mislortuncs can · 
not follow thee. 

Whether this paraphraſe upon the words i is 
joit, or the former ivterpretations be adwit- 
ted, —the reply in the text is equally proper; 
hat —ſhall we receive good at the hands 
ef Gop, and ſhall we not receive evil allo) 
Are not both alike the diſpenſatious of an 
all-wife and good Being, who knows and de- 
termines what is 3%? aud wherefore ſhould 1 
make myſelf the judge, to 1eccive the one, 
and yet be ſo. partial as to reject the other, 
when, by fairly putting both into the fcal;, 
I may be convinced how. much the gaod out- 
weighs the evil in all caſes —in my own, 
cantider how ttrong this argument is again 
me. 

In the beginning of my days, how did 


Gop crown me with honour ? in how remark- 
able a manner did his providence ſet a hedg- 
avout me, and about all-that 1 had, on cycry 
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gde: how he proſpered the works of my 
lands, ſo that our ſabſtance and happineſs in- 
creaſed every day? p RR 
And now, when, for reaſons beſt known 
to his infinite wiſdom, he has thought fit to 
try me with afflictions, —ſhall I rebel againſt 
bim, in ſinning with my lips, and charging 


him fooliſhly 2—Gop forbid. O rather may 
J look up towards that hand which has bruif- 


ed me; for he maketh ſore, and he bindeth 
up; he woundeth, and his hands make 
whole; from his bounty only has iſſued all I 
had; from his wiſdom—all J have lot ; for 
he giveth, and he hath taken away,—bleſſed 
be his name. Es CI OTE WL 

There are few inftances ↄf particular virtue 
more engaging than thoſe of this heroic 
calt ; and, if we may take the teſtimony of 
a Heathen philoſopher upon it, there is not 
an obje& in this world which Gop can be 
ſuppaſed to look down upon with greater 
pleaſure, than that of a good man involved 
in misfortunes, ſurrounded on all fides with 
difficulties, yet cheerfully bearing up his head, 
and ſtruggling againſt them with firmneſs and 
conſtancy of mind. Certainly, to our con- 
ceptions, ſuch objects mutt be truly engag- 
ing ;—and the reaſon of ſo exalted an enco- 
mum from this hand, is caſy to be gueſſed. 
No doubt, the wiſeſt of the Heathen philo- 
ſophers had found, from obſervation upon the 
life of man, that the many troubles and iofirs 
V. ol. 7 # F x 7 
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mities of his nature, the ſickueſſes, diſup- 
pointments, ſorrows for the loſs of children 
or property, with the numberleſs other cala- 
mities and croſs eccidents to which the life of 
man is ſubject, were in themſelves ſo great,— 
and ſo tz: ſolid comfort to be adminiſtered 
from the mere refinements of philoſophiy in 
ſuch emergencies, that there was no virtue 
which required greater efforts, or which waz 
found ſo difficult to be achieved upon moral 
principles ; upon moral principles—which had 


no foundation to ſuſtain this great weigit 


which the infirmities of our nature had laid 
upon it. And for this reaſon 1t is obſervable, 
that there is no ſubject upon winch the moral 
writers of antiquity have exhauſted fo much 
of their eloquence, cr where they have ſpent 
ſuch time and pains, as in this, of endeavour- 
ing to reconcile men to theſe evils. Info- 
much, that from thence, in moſt modern 


languages, the patient enduring of afflictions, 


has by degrees obtained the name of fhioi:- 
phy, and almoſt monopolized the word to it- 
ſelf, as if it was the chief end or compendium 
of all the wiſdom which philoſophy had to 
offer. And indeed, conſidering what lights 
they had, ſome of them wrote extremely well, 
yet, as what they faid proceeded more from 
the head than the heart, it was generally 


more calculated to ſilence a man in his trou- 


bles, than to convince, and teach him how 
to bear them. Aud therefore, however ſub- 
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die and ingenious their arguments might ap- ; 


Pear in the reading, it is to be feared they 
loft much of their efficacy, when tried in the 
application. If a man was thruſt back in the 
world by diſappointments, or—as was Job's 

caſe—had ſuffered a ſudden change in his for- 
Lune, from an alluent onde: was brought 
down by a traiu of cruel accidents, and pinch- 
cd with poverty Phi: lolophy would come 
in, and exhort him to ſtand his ground z—it 
would tell him, that the ſame greatneſs and 
ſtrengtli of mind, which enabled him to be- 
have well in the days of his proſperity, ſhould 
equally enable him to behave well in the days 
or his adverſity that it was the property of 
only weak and baſe ſpirits, who were inſolent 
in the one, to be dejected and overthrown by 
the other; whereas great and generous ſouls 
were at all times calm and equal. As they 
enjoyed the advantages of life with indiffer- 
ence,—they were able to rehgn them with 
the ſame temper, —and conſequently—were 
out of the reach of fortune, All which, 
however fine, and likely to ſatisfy the fancy 
of a man at eaſe, could convey but little con- 
ſolation to a heart already pierced with ſor- 
row ;—nor is it to be conceived how an un- 
fortunate creature thauld any more receive re- 
lief from ſuch a lecture, however 2 than a 
man, racked with an acute ſit of the gout or 


none, could be ſuppoſed to be ſet free from 
torture, by hearing from his phyſician a nice 
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diſſertation upon his caſe. The ohiloſophic 
conſolations in ſickneſs, or in afflictions ſor 
the death of friends and kindred, were juſt 
as efficacious, —and were rather in general to 
be conſidered as good ſayings, than good re- 
medies.—So that, if a man was bereaved of 
a promiſing child, in whom all his hopes and 
expectations centered —or a wife was leſt def. 
titute to mourn the loſs and protection of a 
kind and tender huſband, —Seneca or Epic- 
tetus would tell the penſive parent, and diſ- 
conſolate widow,—that tears and Jamentations 
for the dead were fruitleſs and abſurd ;—that 
to die, was the neceſſary and unavoidable debt 
of Nature ; and as it could admit of no re- 
medy—it was impious and fooliſh to grieve 
and fret themſelves upon it. [Upon ſuch ſage 
counſel, as well as many other leſſons of the 
fame ſtamp, the ſame reflection might be ap- 
plied, which is ſaid to have been made by one 
of the Roman emperors, to one who admi- 
niſtered the ſame conſolations to him on a like 
occafion—to whom, adviſing him to be com- 
forted and make himſelf eaſy, ſince the event 
had been brought about by a fatality, and 
could not be helped, —he replic d.“ That 
<« this was ſo far from leſſening his trouble, — 
& that it was the very circumſtance which oc- 
$ caſioned it.” So that, upon the Whole, — 
when the true value of cheſe, and many more 
of their current arguments, have been weigh: 
ed and brought to 1 tell,—one is led ty 
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* doubt, whether the greateſt part of their 
hs heroes, the moſt renowned for conſtancy, 
0 were not much more indebted to good nerves 
2. and ſpirits, or the natural happy frame of 
of their tempers, for behaving well, than to any 
fel extraordinary helps which they could be ſup- 
. poſed to receive from their inſtructors. And 
a therefore, I ſhould make no ſeruple to aſſert, 
e- that one ſuch inſtance of patience and reſig- 
il nation as this, which the ſcripture gives us in 
ns the perſon of Job; not of one moſt pom- 
at pouſly declaiming upon the contempt of pain 
bt and poverty, but of a man funk in the loweſt 
re- condition of humanity, — to behold him, when 


ve ſtripped of his eſtate, — his wealth, his friends, 
ge his children, — cheerſully holding up his head, 


che and entertaining his hard fortune with firms 
Jn neſs and ſerenity, —and this, not from a ſtoi- 
Ine cal ſtupidity, but a juſt ſenſe of Gow's provi- 
mi dence, and a- perſuaion of his juſtice and 
ike goodneſs in all his dealings ;—fuch an exam- 
m- ple, I ſay, as this, is of more univerſal uſe, 
ent ſpeaks truer to the heart, than all the heroic 


and precepts, which the Nur od W 
hat has to offer. 

This leads me to the point I aim at in this 
diſcourſe namely, that there are no prin- 
ciples, but thoſe of religion, to be depended 
in caſes of real diſtreſs, and that theſe are 
able to encounter the worſt emergencies, ant 
to bear us up under all the changes and. 
chances to which our life is f ſubject. 

1 . 


$23: Sermon XV, 


Conſider, then, what virtue the very firft 
principle of religion has, and how wonderful- 
ly it is conducive to this end ;—That there is 
a Gor, a powerful, a wiſe and good being, 
who firſt made the world, and continnes to 
govern it by whoſe goodneſs all things are 
deſigned end by whoſe providence all things 
are conducted to bring about the greateſt and 
beſt ends. The ſorrowful and penſive wretch 
that was giving way to his misfortunes, and 
mournfully finking under them, the moment 
this doctrine comes in to his aid, hufhes all 
his complaints and thus fpeaks comfort to 
his ſoul.—“ It is the Lord, let him do what 
feemeth him good: - without his direction, 
I know that no evil can befal me, without 
his permiſſion, that no power can hurt me; — 
it is impoſſible a Being fo wiſe ſhould: miſtake 
my happineſs, or that a Being ſo good ſhould 
contradict it. If he has denied me riches, or 
other advantages,—perhaps he foreſees the 

ratifying my wiſhes would undo me, and, 
E my own abufe of them, be perverted to 
my ruin, If he has denied 'me the requeſt 
of children—or, in his providence, has 
thought fit to take them from me, —how can 
1 ſay—whether he has not dealt kindly with 
me, and'only taken that away which he fore- 
Jaw would embitter and ſhorten my days !— 
It does ſo o ren thouſands, where the dif- 
obedience of a thankleſs child has brought 
gown the parent's grey hairs with forrow t9 


uf? 
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the grave. Has he viſited me with ſickneſs, 
poverty, or other diſappointments ? —can 1 


ſay, but theſe are bleſſings in diſguiſe ?—ſo 


many different expreſſions of his care and 
concern, to diſentangle my thoughts from this 
world, and fix them upon . another—another, 
a better world beyond this! This thought 


opens a new ſcene of hope and conſolation to 
the unfortunate ;—and as the perſuaſion of a 


providence reconciles him to the evils he has 
ſuffered, —this proſpe& of a future life gives 
him ſtrength to deſpiſe them, and eſteem the 
light afflictions of his life, as they are, not 
worthy to be compared to what is reſerved 
for him hereafter... 

Things are great or ſmall by —— — 
and he who looks no fartlier than this world, 
and balances the accounts of his joys and ſof- 
torings from that conſideration, finds all his 
dor enlarged, and, at the cloſe of them, 
will be apt to look back, and gaſt the ſame 
ſad reflection upon the whole, which the pa- 
triarch did to Pharach— A hat few and evil 
« had been the days of TY Pilgrimage.” 
But let him lift up his eyes towards heaven, 
and ſtedfaſtly behold the life and immortality 
of a future ſtate,—he then wipes away all 
tears from off his eyes for ever and ever; j— 
like the exiled captive, big with the hopes 
chat he is returning e feels not the 
weight of his chains, or counts the days of 
Ws captivity 3 but looks forward with · rapture 
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towards the country where his heart is fied 
before. 
Theſe are the aids which religion offers us 
towards the regulating of our ſpirit under the 
evils of life: — but, like great cordials,—they 
are ſeldom uſed but on greater OCCUrrences. 
In the leſſer evils of life, we ſeem to ſtand un- 
guarded and our peace and contentment are 
overthrown, and our happineſs broke in up- 
on, by a little impatience of ſpirit under the 
croſs and untoward accidents we meet with, 
Theſe ſtand unprovided for; and we neglect 
them, as we. do the flighter indiſpoſitions of 
the body which we think not worth treat- 
ing ſeriouſly—and ſo leave them to nature. 
in good habits of the body, this may do ;— 
and 1 would gladly believe, there. are ſuch 
good habits of the temper,— —ſuch a com- 
plexional eaſe and health of heart, as may 
often ſave the patient much medicine. We 
are fil} to conſider that, however ſuch good 
frames of mind are got they are worth pre- 
ſerving by all rules; patience and content- 
ment,—which, like the treaſure hid in the 
field, for which, a man ſold all he had, to 
purchaſe, is of that price, that it cannot be 


had at too great a purchaſe, ſince, without 


it, the belt condition in life cannot make us 
happy, and, with it, it is impoſhble we 
ſhould be miſerable, even in the worſt, Give 


me leave, therefore, to cloſe this diſcourſe 


with ſome reflections upon the ſubject of a 


> © 
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contented mind, and the duty in man of re- 
gulatiag his ſpirit, in our way through life; 
Ha ſubject in eyery body's mouth — preached 
upon daily to our friends and kindred—but 
too oft in ſuch a ftyle, as to convince the 
party lectured, only of this truth, — That we 
bear the misfortunes of others with excellent 
tranquillity, 

I believe there are thouſands fo extrava- 
gant in their ideas of contentment, as to 
imagine that it mutt conſiſt in having every 
thing in this world turn out the way they 
wiſh—that they are to fit down in happineſs, 
and feel themſelves ſo at eaſe at all points, as 
to deſire nothing better and nothing more. 
I own there are inſtances of ſome, who ſeem 


to paſs through the world as if all their paths 


had been ſtrewed with roſe- buds of delights ; 
but a little experience will convince us, it is 
a fatal expectation to go upon. We are born 
to trouble ; and we may depend upon it, 


- whilſt we live in this world, we ſhall have it, 


though with intermiſſions,—that 1s, in what- 
ever ſtate we are, we ſhall find a mixture of 
good and evil; and therefore, the true way 
to contentment, is to learn to receive theſe 
certain viciſſitudes of life, - the returns of 
good and evil, ſo as neither to be exalted by 
the one, or overthrown by the other; but to 
bear ourſelves towards every thing which 
happens, with ſuch eaſe and indifference of 
mind, as to hazard as little as may be. This 
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is the true temperate climate fitted for us by 
nature, and in which every wiſe man ond 
wiſh to live. Gop knows, we are perpetually 
ſtraying aut of it, and, by giving wings tv 
our imaginations, in the tranſports we dream 
of, from ſuch or ſuch a ſituation in life, we 
are carried away alternately into all the ex- 
tremes of hot and cold; for which, as ve 
are neither fitted by nature, or prepared b, 
expectation, we feel them with all their vio- 
lence, and with all their danger too. 

Gon, tor wiſe reaſons, has made our af. 
fairs in this worid almoſt as fickle and capri. 
cious as ourſelves. Pain and pleaſure, like 
light and darkneſs, ſucceed each other; and 


he that knows how to accommodate himſelf 


to their periodical returns, and can wiſely 
extract ule good from the evil, — knows only 
bow to live ;— this is true contentment, at 
leaft all that is to be had of it in this world, 
—and, for this, every man mult be indebted, 
not to his fortune, but to himſelf. And, in- 


deed, it wod d have been ſtrange, if a duty 


ſo becoming us, as dependent creatures and 
ſo neceſſary beſides, to all our well-beings, 
had been Ted out of the reach of any, in 
ſome meaſure, to put in practice z—and for 
this reaſon, there is ſcarce any lot ſo low, 
but there is ſomething in it to fatisfy the man 
whom it has befallen; providence having ſo 
ordered things, that, in every man's cup, 
| how hitter ſoever, there are ſome cordial 
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5 


: drops ſome good circumſtances, which, if 
Wy wiſely extracted, are ſufficient for the pur- 
10 poſe he wants them, —that is, to make him 
contented, and, if not happy, at leaſt reſign- 
5 ed. May Go bleſs us all with this ſpirit, 
mn br the ſake of Jesvs Cüugisr. Amen. 
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THE CHARACTER OF SHIMEI. 


2 


2 Sau. xix. 21. Iſt Part.— But Abiſsai ſaid, Shai! 
not Shimei be put to death for this ?— 


—T T has not a good afpet—This is the 
| ſecond time Abiſhai has propoſed 
Shimei's deſtruction; once in the 16th chap- 
ter, on a ſudden tranſport of indignation, 
when Shimei curſed David, —« Why jhoull 
« this dead deg, cried Abiſhai, curſe my lord 
& the king? let me go over, I pray thee, und 
te cut off his head. — This had ſomething at 
leaſt of gallantry in it; for in doing it, he 
hazarded his own; and befides, the offender 
was not otherwiſe to be eome at: the ſecond 
time, is in the text; when the offender was 
abſolutely in their power—when the blood 
was cool; and the ſuppliant was holding up 
his hands for mercy. | 
— Shall not Shimei, anſwered Abiſhai, be 
Put to death for this? So unrelenting a pur- 
ſuit looks leſs like juſtice than revenge, which 
is ſo cowardly a paſſion, that it renders Abi- 


ſhai's firſt inſtance almok inconſiſtent with 


the ſecond. I ſhall not endeavour to recon- 


ee them; but confine the diſcourſe ſimply to 
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Shimer'; and make ſuch reflections upon his 
character, as may be of uſe to- ſociety. | 

Upon the news of his fon Abſalom's con- 
ſpiracy, David had fled from Jeruſalem, and 
from his own houſe, for ſafety : the repre- 
ſentation given of the manner of it, is truly 
affecting never was a {cene of ſorrow ſo 
full of diftreſs'!- 

The king fled with all his houſchald to fave 
himſelf from the ſword of the man he loved : 


he fled witty all the marks of humble forrow 


—& with his head covered, and barefoot ;** 
and as he went by the afcent of mount Oli- 
vet, the ſacred hiſtorian ſays he wept ;— 
ſome gladfome fcenes, perhaps, which there 
had paſſed—ſome- hours of feſtivity he had 
ſared with Abfalom in better days, preſſed 
tenderly upon nature, The wept at this ſad 
viciſſitude of things: and all the people that 
were with him, ſmitten with his affliction, 
covered each man 5 head— weeping as he 
ent up. ; 

It was on this 3 nia David had 


got to Bahurim, that Shimei the ſon of Gera, 


as we read in the 5th verſe, came out.— 
Was it with the choiceſt oils he could gather 
from mount Olivet, to pour into his wounds? 
Times and troubles had not done enough; 
and thou cameſt out, Shimend to add thy 
portion | 
& And as he came, he ke David, and 
hy Fay flones and caft of at him ; and thus 
"bs F 
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& ſaid Sſiniei, when he curſed: Go to, thou 
« man of Belial—thou haſt ſought blood,— 
« and {:v0/d thou art caught in thy own- miſ- 
&« chief; for now hath the Lord returned 


„ upon thee all the biood of Saul and his 


„ hyuſe,”? 


There is no ſmall degree of malicious craft 
in fixing upon a ſeaſon to give a mark of en- 
mity and ill-will:—a word, a look, which, 
at one time, would make no impreſſion, —at 
another time, wounds the heart; and, like a. 
ſhaft flying with the wind, pierces deep, 
which, with its own natural force, would 
{carce have reached the object aimed at. 

This ſeemed to have been Shimei's hopes; 
but exceſs of malice makes men too quick- 
ſighted even for their own purpoſe. Could 
Shimei poſſibly have waited for the-ebb of 
David's paſſions, and till the firſt great con- 
flict within him had been cver—then the re- 
proach of being guilty of Saul's blood muſt 


have hurt him : — his heart was poſſeſſed with 
other feelings it bled for the deadly ſting 


which Abſalom had given him—he felt not 
the indignity of a ſtranger “ Behold, ny 
« fon Abſalam, who came out of my bawel:, 
% ſecketh my liſe - oꝛu much more may Sinti 
& do it? -i him alone it may be the Lord 
% may lock upon my aſfliction, and requite me 
4 good far ibis evil,” 

An injury unarſwered, in courſe grows 


wh 
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weary of itſelf, and dies away in a a voluntary 


remorſe. 

In bad diſpoſitions, capable of no reſtraint 
but fear—it has a different effect; the ſilent 
digeſtion of one wrong, provokes a ſecond. 
He purſues him with the ſame invectire; aud 
as David and bis men went by the avay, Shimes 
went al:ng on the hilPs fide everagainfl him 
and curſed as he went, and caft du oft ot him. 

The inſolence of baſe minds in ſucceſs, is 
boundleſs ; and would ſcarce admit of a com- 
pariſon, did not they themſelves furniſh us 
with one in the degrees of their abjection, 
when evil returns upon them.—The ſame 
poor heart which excites ungenerous tempers 
to triumph over a fallen adverſary ; in ſome 
inſtances, ſeems to exalt them above the point. 
of courage, —ſinks them, in others, even be- 
low cowardice not unlike ſome little parti- 
cles of matter ftruck off from the ſurface of 
the dirt by ſunſhine—dance and ſport there 


whilſt it laſts,—but the moment it is with- 


drawn—they fall down, — for dult they are 
and unto duſt they will return, ——whilſt firmer 
and larger bodies preſerve the ſtations which 
nature has aſſigned them, ſubjected to laws 
which no change of weather can alter. 

This laſt, did not ſeem to be Shimei's caſe; 
in all David's proſperity, there is no mention 
made of him ;—he thruſt himfelf forward in- 
to the circle, and poſſibly was numbered as 
mongſt friends and well-wiſhers. 
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When the ſcene changes—and David's 
troubles force him to leave his houſe in de- 
pt ei is the firſt man we hear of, 

ho comes out agaiait him. 

The wheel turus round once more; Abfa. 
lom is caſt down, and David returns in peace, 
— Shimei ſuits his behaviour to the occaſion, 
and is the firſt man alſo who haſtes to greet 


him, —ard, had the wheel turned round an 


hundred times, Shimei, I dare ſay, in every 
period of its rotation, would have been up: 
permoſlt. 

O Shimei! would to heaven, when thes 
walt ſlain, that all thy family had been ſlain 
with thee, and not one of thy reſemblance 


left! but ye have multiplied exceedingly, and 


repleniſhed the earth, —and, if 1 propheſy 
rightly—ye will, in the end, /u52ue it. 
There is not a Aber 3 in the world, which 
has fo bad an influence upon the Sas of it, 
as this of Shimei: whilit power meets with 
honeſt checks, and the evils of life with ho- 


neſt refuge, the world will never be undone 


but thou, Shimei, haſt ſapped it at both ex- 


tremes; for thou corruptedſt proſper it —and 
it is thou who haſt broken the heart of po- 
verty : and, ſo long as worthleſs ſpirits can 
be ambitious ones, it is a character we ſhall 

erer want. O! it anfeſts the court—the 


camp—the cabinet it infeſts the church; 


—go where you will—in every quarter, in 
every profeſſion, you ſee a Shimei following 
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the wheels of the fortunate, throug? au thick 
mire and clay. | 
a —FHaſte, Shimei! hafte, or tliou wilt 
be undone for ever! —Shimei girdeth up his 


n loins, and ſpeedeth after him.— Behold the 
n band which governs every thing, —takes the 
b wheels from off his chariot, ſo that he who 
erveth, driveth on heavily.—Shimci doubles 
0 | 
J his ſpeed—but it is the contrary way; he 
0 flies like the wind over a ſatic 47 deſert, and 
4 the place thereof ſhall know it no more. 
|: Stay, Shimei, it is your patron—Jour friend 
5 —your benefactor ;—it is the man who has 
jw raiſed you from the dunghill.— It is all one 


to Shimei ; Shimei is the barometer of every 
id 
man's tene marks the riſe and fall of it, 


dj with all the variations from ſcorching hot to. 
n freezing cold upon his countenance, that the 

, Gimile will admit of, Is a cloud upon thy ai- 
th fairs ?—ſee—it bangs over Shlimei's brow.—- 
Haſt thou been ſpoken for to the king or the 
25 captain of the. hoſt without ſuccels ? look 
5 not into the court-kalendar—the vacancy is 
1 filled up in Shimei's face. Art thou in debt? 
1 though not to Shimei—no matter—the worſt 
1 officer of the law ſhall not be more inſolent. 
rf Wbat then, Shime: ?—:s the guiit of po- 
be verty ſo black—is it of ſo general a concern, 
"i that thou and all th 17 family muſt riſe up as 
* one man to reproach it ?—when it loft every 
* 2285 it loſe the right to pity too —0or 
5 who maketh poor, 28 well as maketh 


did 
— U 3 


— — 
— — 
. 1 
— . — 08 5 — + SS 7 
3 — — . I 
—— 4 — — 120 n To 


* * — — _ — 
R . Wa Sn COLI II nb 13 e — 
> Tamara ro — RES I A — — 
2 7 r , 2 A 
- . - "= 25 b 
r y ” r „r 


— 


PE. 9 7 — oo 


————_ 
2 


— — 
3 


wo * % * 
8 


—— 
. * — Fu — 


Pope: 
—yY 


—————— — ee Ceca ut Af» N YO I A ̃ ̃ ̃ ↄ IE i I) FH — — — 
by — 
* 


r 
_ — ” 2 
— OE = > — 

N 


— — 
—— — 1 — — — 2 
—— 8 


— — r ”- ” F 4 T * * — 
"En ESE == oor ECT 


— —— 


2 


. 
7 — 


2 


— 


— 


— T— — —— — — — — 
* . 
— * 4 
— 


| 


— _— ” 
REES” ED iS 

— * — — — 
> — 4 


— . py "gr Ss 
— =» — 


3 
# 
br! 


£34 Sermon XVI. 


nch, ſtrip it of its natural powers to mollify 4 
| the hearts and ſupple the temper of your race?! t. 
Truſt me, ye have much to anſwer for; it is h 
this treatment which it has ever met with 1 
from ſpirits like yours, which has gradually 6 
taught the world to look upon it as the great- 6 
elt of evils, and ſhun it as the worſt difgrace, " 
And what is it, I beſeech you—awhat is it 6 
that man will not do, to keep clear of ſo fore 4 
an imputation and puaiſhment ? Is it not, to 6 
fly Now this, that he riſes early—late takes 6 


reſt, and cats the bread of cearefulnsſs that 

heplots—contrives—ſ{wears—Jies—ſhuMes,— 5 
puts on all ſhapes—tries all girments,—wears $ 

them, with this, or en fide, 1 ] 

as it favours his eſcape ? | 

They who have conſidered our. nature, af. ] 

firm, that ſhame and gi ilgrace are two of the 

moſt inſupportable evils of human life: the 

courage and ſpirits of many have maſtered | 

other misfortunes, and born themſelves up a- C 

gainſt them,—but the wiſeſt and beſt of ſouls | 

have not been a match for theſe ; and we have 

many a tragical inſtance on record, what | 

Ereater evils have been run into, merely to a- 

void this one, 45 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with 

all the burdens it lays upon our fleſh—ſo long 

as it is virt vous, could never break the ſpirits 

of a man; all its hunger; and pain, and na- 

kedneſs, are nothing to it they have ſome 

counterpoiſe of good; and, belides,. they arg 
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directed by providence, and muſt be ſubmit- 
ted to: but theſe are afflictions, not from the 
hand of Gop, or nature— for they do come 
&« forth of the DusT, and moſt properly may 
„ be ſaid ts ſpring out of the GROUND ; and 
this is the reaſon they lay ſuch ſtreſs upon 
« our paticnce,—and, in the end, create ſuch 
« a diſtruſt of the world, as makes us look 
% up, —and pray, Let me fall into thy bands, 
«© 0 God! but let me not Ja into the bands of 
„% men.“ 

A greeable to this, was the adi of Eli- 
phaz to Job in the day of his diſtreſs “ Ac- 
« quaint thyſelf, ſaid he, xo with Cod.” — 
Indeed his poverty | ſeemed to have left him 
110 other friend : the ſword of the Sabeans 
had frightened them away—all but a few; 
_ of what kind they were, the very pro- 


verb, of Fob's comforters—ſays enough. 


It is an inſtance which gives one great con- 
cern for human nature, That a man who 
e always evept for him who was in trouble. 
auh never ſaw any per iſb for want of cloth 


10 1ng—who neuer ſuffer:d the ranger to lodge 


« in the Arret, but opened his door to the tra- 
te weller hat a man of ſo good a character 
«© —that be never tauſed the eyes of the widow 


« 0 Jail. or had eaten his morſel by himſelf 
& alone, and the fatherlfs had*not-eaten there- 


F % that ſuch a man, the moment he 
fell into poverty, ſhould have occaſion to cry 
yut for quajter—Have * upon me, O my 
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friends ! for the hand of God has touched me.— 
Gentleneſs and humanity (one would think) 
would melt the kardeft heart, and charm the 
fiercelt ſpirit ; bind up the moſt violent hand, 
and ſtill the moſt abuſive tongue: but the 
experiment failed, in a ſtronger inſtance, of 
Him, whoſe meat and drink it was to do us 
good,—and, in purſuit of which, whoſe whole 
life was a continued feene of kindnefs and of 
aiſults, for which we muſt go back to the 
tame explanation with which we fet cut,— 
and that is, the ſcandal of poverty.— 

« This fellow, we know not auhence he ic,“ 
as the popular cry of one part; and with 
thoſe who ſeemed to know better, the query 


did not leſſen the diſgrace :—Is not this the 


carpenter, the ſon of Mary ?—Of Mary !— 

great Gop of Iſrael] ! What !—of the meaneſt 
of thy people ? (for he had not regarded the 
low eflate of his hand- maiden) —and of the 


pooreſt too! (for ſhe had not a lamb to offer, 
but was purified, as Moſes directed in ſuch a 


caſe, by the oblation of a turtle dove. )— 


That the Saviour of their nation could 


be poor, and not have where to lay his head, 
w<was a crime never to be forgiven': and 
though the purity of his doctrine, and the 
works which he had done ir its ſupport, were 
Rronger arguments on its fide, than his hu- 


miliation could be againſt it, yet the offence 


ſtill remained they looked for the redemp- 
tion of Iſrael; hut they would have it only 
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in thoſe dreams of power which filled their 
imagination. 5 

Ye, who weigh the worth of all things 
only in the goldimith's balance, — was this re- 
ligion for you ?—a religion whoſe appearance 
was not great and ſplendid, — but looked thin 
and meagre, and, whoſe principles and pro- 
miſes ſhowed more like the curſes of the law, 
than its bleſſings !—dor they called for ſuffer- 
ings, and promiſed little but perſecutions. 

In truth, it is not ealy for tribulation or 
diſtreſs, for nakedneſs or famine, to make 
many converts out of piide z or reconcile a 
wordly heart to the fcora and reproaches, 
which were ſure to be the portion of every 
one who believed a myſtery ſo diſcredited by 
the world, and ſo unpalatable to all its pa- 
ions and pleaſures. 

But, to da this ſermon to its proper 
concluſion :;— 

If Aſtrea, or Juſtice, never finally took 
her leave of the world, till the day that po- 
verty firſt became ridiculous, it is matter of 
conſolation, that the Gop of Juſtice is ever 
over us :—that, whatever outrages the low- 
neſs of our condition may be expoſed to, 
from a mean and undiſcerning world, —that 
we walk in the preſence of the greateſt and 
moſt generous of Beings, who is infinitely 
removed from cruelty and ftraitneſs of mind, 
and all thoſe little and illiberal paſſions, with 
which we hoprly inſult each other. 
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The worſt part of mankind, are not al. 
ways to be conquered ;—but, if they are—it 
is by the imitation of thoſe qualities, which 
muſt do it: —it is true—as I have ſhown— 
they may fail; but ſtill, all is not loſt ;—for, 
if we conquer not the world in the very at- 
tempts to do it, we ſhall, at leaſt, conquer 
ourſelves, and lay the foundation of our 
peace (where it ought to be) within our own 
hearts. 


SERMON XVII. 


THE. CASE OF HEZEKIAH AND THE MES- 
SENGERS. 


PAYACHED BTTORT His FxCELLENCY THE EARL or 
| _ Her.TrFORD, AT Paris, 1763. | 


2 KINGS xx. I5.—And be ſaid, What have they ſeen 
in thine beuſe? and Hexetiab anſwered, All the things 


that are in my houſe, bave they ſeen ; there is nothing 
arrong ft all my treaſures, that 1 have not ſhown them. 


— ND where was the harm, you will 

- ſay, in all this ? 

An eaſtern prince, the fon of Baladine, had 
ſent meſſengers, with preſents, as far as from 
Babylon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the 
recovery from his ſickneſs ; and Hezekiah, 
who was a good prince, ated conſiſtently 
with himſelf: — he received and entertained the 
men, and hearkened unto them ; and, before he 
:ent-them away, he courteouſly ſhowed them 


all that was worth a ftranger's curioſity, in 


his houſe, and in his kingdom—and, In this, 
ſeemed only to have diſcharged himſelf of 
what, urbanity, or the etiquette of courts, 
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might require, Notwithſtanding "OY in tho 
verſe which immediately follows "the text, we 
find he had done amiſs; and, as a puntſhment 
for it, that all his riches, which his forefa- 
thers had laid up in ſtore unto that day, were 
threatened to be carried away in triumph to 
Babylon, —the very place from whence the 
meſſengers had come. 

A hard return! and what his behaviour 
ddes not ſeem to have deſerved: To ſet this 
matter in a clear light, it will be neceſſary to 
enlarge upon the whole {tory ;—the reflec- 
tions which will ariſe out of it, as we go a- 
long, may help us—at leaſt, I hope they will 
be of uſe on their own account. 
| After the. miraculous defeat of the  Aﬀy- 

rians, we read, in the beginning of this chap- 
ter, that Hezekiah was ck, even unto death; 
and that Gop-ſends the prophet Ifaiah, with 
the unwelcome meſſage, That he ſhould ſet His 
houſe in GY for that he ſbould die, and ns 
_ 
There are many inſtances of men, he 
have received ſuch news with the: greateſt eaſe 


of mind, and even entertained - the thoughts 


of it with ſmiles upon their countenances,— 


and this, either from ſtrength of ſpirits, and 


the natural cheerfulneſs of their temper,—or, 


that they knew the world, — and cared not. 


for it,—or expected a better :—yet, thou- 
fands of good men, with all the helps of phi- 


loſophy, and againſt all the aſſurances of > 
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well-ſpent life, that the change mult be to 
their accoutt,—upon the approach of death, 

have ſtill leaned towards this world, and want- 
ed ſpirits and reſolution to bear 'the ſhock of 
a ſeparation from it for erer. 

This, in ſome meaſure, ſeemed to have 
been Hezekiah's cafe ;—for, though he had 
walked before Gov in truth, and with a per- 
fe& heart, and had done that which was good 
in his ſight, —yet we find that the haſty ſum- 
mons afflicted him greatly z—that, upon the 
delivery of the meſſage, he wept ſore ;—that 


he turned his face towards the wall - —perhaps 


for the greater ſecrecy of his devotion, and 
that, by withdrawing himſelf thus from all 
external objects, he might offer up his prayer 
unto his God with greater and more e 
attention. | 

—And he prayed; and ſaid, O Lozp! I 
beſcech thee remember Hezekiahl how 
couldft' thou fear that Gop had forgotten 
thee? or, How couldſt thou doubt of his re- 
membrance of thy integrity, when he called 
thee to receive its recompence? 

But here, it appears of what materials man 
is made: — he purſues happineſs—and yet, is 
10 content with miſery, that he would wander 
lor ever in this dark vale of it—and' fay, IF 
is good, Lord] to be here, and to build laber- 
wacles of reſt;“ and, fo long as we are cloth- 
ad with fleſh, and nature has ſo great a ſhare 


eithin us, it is no wonder A that part claim 
Fel. Wn 1. 
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its right, and. pleads for the ſweetneſs of life; 
notwithſtanding all its cares and diſappoint- 
ments. 

This natural 3 no doubt, had its 
weight in Hezekiah's earneſt prayer for life: 
—and yet, from the ſucceſs it met with, and 
the immediate change of Gop's purpoſe there- 
upon, it is hard to imagine, but that it mutt 
| have been accompanied with ſome meritorious 
and more generous motive: and if we ſuppoſe, 
as ſome have done, that he turned his face 
towards the wall, becauſe that part of his 
chamber looked towards the temple, the care 
of whoſe preſervation lay next his heart, we 
may, conſiſtently enough, give this ſenſe to 
his prayer. 

oo 8.00 Gop! 338 how I have walked 
« before thee in truth ;—how much I have 
4 done, to reſcue thy religion from error and 
% falſchood :—thou knoweſt that the eyes of 
« the world are fixed upon me, as one that 


« hath forſaken their idolatry, and reſtored 


« thy worſhip ;—that 1 ſtand in the mid{ of 
ce a crooked and corrupt generation, which 
« looks through all my actions, and watches 
« all events which happen to me :—if now 
& they ſhall ſee me ſnatch2d away, in the 


« midſt of my days and ſervice, how will 


« thy great name ſuffer in my extinction !— 


( Will not the heathen ſay, Thus it is to 


t ſerve the God of 1fracl !—How faithfully 
. did Heackiah "F" before him . 
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„ when the hour of ſickneſs and diſtreſs came 
% upon him, and he moſt wanted the aid of 
&« his God—behold how he was forſaken !”? 
It is not unreaſonable, to aſcribe ſome ſuch 
pious and more difintereſted motive to Heze- 
Kkiah's defire of life, from the iſſue and ſuc- 
ecſs of his prayer: Vor it came to paſs, before 
Iſaiah had gene out into the midile court, that 
the word of the Lord came to him, faying, Turn 
again, and tell Hezetiab, I have heard his 
prayer, I have ſeen his tears, and bebald J will 
heal him, ge Sn On 
It was upon this occaſion, as we read in the 
12th verſe of this chapter, that Baradoek- 
baladan, ſon of Baladine king of Babylon, 
{ent letters and a preſent unto Hezekiah :— 
he had heard the fame of his fickneſs and re- 
covery ;—-for, as the Chaldeans were great 
ſearchers into the ſecrets of nature, ' eſpecially 
into the motions of the celeftial bodies, in all 
probability, they had taken notice, at that 
diſtance, of the ſtrange appearance of the 
thadow's returning ten degrees backwards up- 


on their dials, and had inquired and learned 


upon what account, and in whoſe favour ſuch 

a ſign was given z ſo that this aftronomical 

miracle, befides the political motive which it 

would ſuggeſt, of courting ſuch a favourite 

of heaven, had been fufficient, by itſelf, to 

Rare led @ curious people as far as Jeruſalem, 
| 2 


enemies did he bring upon himſelf, in too 
warmly promoting his worſhip ! and now, 


gh 
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that they might ſee the man for whoſe ſage 
the ſun had forſook his courſe, 

And here we ſee how hard it is to ſtand the 
ſhock of proſperity and how much truer a 
proof we give of our ſtrength, in that cx- 
treme of life, than in the other. 

In all the trials of adverſity, we find, that 
Hezekiah behaved well, ,—nothing unmanned 
him. When belieged by the Aſſyrian hoſt, 
which ſhut him up in Jeruſalem, and threat- 
enced his deſtruction,—he ſtood unſhaken, and 
depended upon Gop's ſuccour: when caſt 
down upon his bed of ſickneſs, and threaten- 
ed with death, —he meekly turned his face to- 
wards the wall, wept and prayed, and de- 
pended upon Gor's mercy :—but, no ſooner 
does proſperity return upon him, and the 
meſſengers from a far country come to pay 
the flattering homage due to his greatneſs, 
and the extraordinary felicity of his life, but 
he turns giddy, and finks under the weiglit 
of his good. fortune, and, with a tranſport 
unbecoming a wiſe man upon it, it is ſaid, he 


: | hearkened unto the men, and ſhowed them 
all the houſe of his precious things, the filver 


and the gold, the ſpices and the precious 
ointments, and all the houſe of his armour, 
and all that was found in his treaſures ;--- 
that there was nothing in his houſe, nor in 
his dominions, that Hezekiah ſhowed them 
not —for, though it is not expreſsly ſaid 
here, (though it is in the parallel paſſage i in 
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Chronicles), nor is he charged by the pro- 
phet, that he did this out of vanity, and a 
weak tranſport of oſtentation;—et, as we 
are ſure, Got could not be offended but 
where there was a real crime, we might rea- 
ſonably conclude that this was his; and that 
He, who ſearches into the heart of man, be- 


held, that his was corrupted with the bleſſings 
he had given him ;—and that it was juſt, to 


make what was the occaſion of his pride, be- 
come the inſtrument of his puniſhment, —by 
decreeing, that all the riches he had laid up in 
ſtore until that day, ſhould be carried away 
in triumph to Babylon, the very place from 
whence the meſſengers had come who had 
been eye-witreſſes of his folly. 
„% O Hezekiah !—how couldſt thou pro- 
« yoke Gop, to bring this judgment upon 
« thee! How could thy ſpirit, all meek and 
6 gen as it was, have ever fallen into this 
„ ſnare? Were thy treaſures rich as the 
% earth—What.! was thy heart ſo vain as to 
abe lifted up therewith? Was not all that 
„ was valuable in the world—nay, was not 
« heaven itſelf almoſt at thy command, whilſt 
« thou waſt humble? and, how was it, that 
« thou couldit barter away all this, for what 
« was lighter than a bubble, and deſecrate 
«* an action ſo full of courteſy and kindneg 
«* as thine appeared to be, by ſuffering it ta 
« take its riſe from ſo pollated a fountain!“ 
Ys 
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There is ſcarce any thing which the hear: 


more unwillingly bears, than an analyſis of 


this kind. 


We are a ſtrange compound ;—and ſome- 


thing foreign from what charity would ſuf. 
peQ, ſo eternally twiſts itſelf into what ve 
do, that, not only in momentous concern: , 
where intereſt lifts under it all the powers CL 
diſguiſe, —but, even in the moſt myjtere:.r 
of our actions not worth a fallacy by fore? 
of habit we continue it: le that, whatever 
à man is about, —oblerve him, — he fangs 
armed, inſide and out, with two motives; 
Van oſtenſible one for the world, and anc- 
ther which he reſerves for bis own private 


. uſe :—this, you may ſay, the world has 10 


concern with: it might have been ſo but, 
by obtruding the wrong motive upon the 
. world, and ſtealing from it a character, in- 
ſtead of winning one,—we give it a right, 
and a temptation along with it, to inquire in- 
to the affair. 

The motives of the one, for doing it, are 


often little better than the other for deferving 


it. Let us ſee if ſome ſocial virtue may nc: 


be extracted from the errors of both the one 


and the other. 

Vanity bids all her ſons to be generou? 
and brave,—and her daughters to be chaſte 

and courteous. —But, why do we want her 

inſtructions ?—Aſk the comedian, who is 

taught a part he feels not. 
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Is it, that the principles of religion want 
Krength, or, that the real paſſion for what 
is good and worthy, will not carry us high 
enough :- Go! thou knoweſt they carry 
us too high—we want, not % be—but 76. 
ſceni.— 

Look out of your door, — take notice of 
that man: — ſee what diſquieting, intriguing 


and ſhifting, he is content to go through, 


merely to be thought a man of plain-dealing : 
—three grains of honeſty would ſave him all 
this trouble :—alas! he has them not. — 

Behold a ſecond, under a ſhow of piety, 
hiding the impurities of a debauched life ;— 
he is juſt entering the houſe of God. 
would he was more pure—or lets pious but 
then he could not gain his point. 

Obſerve a third, going on almoſt in the 
fame track: — with what an inflexible ſanctity 
of deport ment he ſuſtains himſelf as he advan- 
ecs !—every line in his face writes abftinence ; 
—every ſtride looks like a check upon his de- 
fires :—ſee, I beſeech you, how he is cloaked 
up with ſermons, prayers, and ſacraments; 
and ſo bemuffled with the externals of reli- 
gion, that he bas not a hand to ſpare for a 
worldly purpoſe —He has armour at leaſt— 
Why does he put it on ?—Is there no ſerving 
God without all this —Muſt the garb of re- 
ligion be extended fo wide, to the danger of 
its rending ?—Yes, truly, or it will not hide 
the ſecret— and, What is that ? 
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— That the ſaint has no religion at all. 

— But here comes GENEROSITY ; giving 
—not to a decayed artiſt—but to the arts 
and ſciences themſelves. —See,—he builds not 
a chamber in the wall apart for the prophet ; 
but whole ſchools and colleges for thoſe who 
come after. Lord! how they will magnify 


his name !—it is in capitals already ;—the 


firſt—the higheft, in the gilded rent-roll of 


every hoſpital and aſylum— 

One honeſt tear, ſhed in private over the 
unfortunate, 1s worth it all. 

What a problematic ſet of creatures does 
ſimulation make us Who would divine, that 
all that anxiety and concern, ſo viſible in the 


airs of one half of that great aſſembly, ſhould 


ariſe from nothing elſe, but that the other 
half of it may think them to be men of con- 
ſequence, penetration, parts, and conduct ?— 
What a noiſe amongſt the claimants about it? 
—ÞBchold Humility, out of mere pride; — 
and Honefly, almoſt out of knavery :—Cha/li- 
ty, never once in harm's way,—and Courage, 
like a Spaniſh ſoldier upon an Italian ſtage— 
a bladder full of wind. — 

—Hark ! that—the ſound of that trum- 
pet :—let not my ſoldier run ;—it is ſome 
good Chriſtian giving alms. O, Pity ! thou 
gentleſt of human paſſions ! ſoft and tender 


are thy notes, and ill accord they with ig 
wud an inſtrument, 
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Thus, ſomething jars, and will for ever jar, 
in theſe caſes: impoſture 1 is all diſſonance, let 
what maſter ſoever of it undertake the part; 
let him harmonize and modulate it as He may, 
one tone will contradict another; and, wailft 
we have ears to hear, we ſhall diſtinguiſh it: 
it is truth only which is conliſtent, and ever 
in harmony with itſelf: it fits upon our lips, 
like the natural notes of ſome melodies, ready 
to drop out, whether we will or no ; it racks 
no invention to let ourſelves aldde—end needs 

ar no critic, to have the ſame excellency in 
the heart which appears in the action. 

It is a plealing alluſion the ſcripture makes 
uſe of, in calling us ſometimes a houſe, and 
ſometimes. a temple, according to the more 
or leſs exalted qualities of the ſpiritual gueſt 


which is lodged within us: whether this is 


the preciſe ground of the diſtinction, I will 
not affirm ; but this much may be faid, that, 
if we we to be te mples, it is truth, and ſin- 
gleneſs of heart, which muſt make the dedi- 
cation: it is this which muſt firlt diſtinguiſn 
them from the unhallowed pile, where dirty 
tricks and impoſitions are practiſed by the 
hott upon the traveller, who tarries but for a 
moment, and returns not again. 

Me all take notice, how cloſe and reſerved 
people are: but we do not take notice, at the 
lame time, that every one may have ſome- 
thing to conceal, as well as our ſelves; and 
that we are only marking the diſtances, and 
taking the mcaſures of ſelf-defence from each 
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other, in the very inſtances we complain of. 
This is ſo true, that there is ſcarce any cha. 
racter ſo rare, as a man of a real open and 
generous integrity, who carries his heart in 
his hand, —who ſays the thing he thinks; 
and does the thing he pretends. Though no 
one can diflike the character, —yet, Diſcre- 
tion generally ſhakes her head, —and the world 
{oon lets him into the reaſon. 

« (0 that I had in the wilderneſs a lodging of 
_ wvayjaring men ! that I might leave ſuch a peo- 

ple, and go from them.” Where is the man, 
of a nice ſenſe of truth and ftrong feelings, 
from whom the duplicity of the world has 
not, at one time or other, wrung the ſame 
wiſh ? and where lies the wilderneſs to which 


ſome one has not fled, from the ſame melan- 


choly impulſe? 

Thus much for thoſe hs give aveaſion to 
be thought ill of :—let us ſay a word or two 
unto thoſe who take it. 

But to avoid all common-place cant, as 
much as I can on this head, —I will forbear 
to ſay, becauſe I do not think it— that it is 
a breach of Chriſtian charity, to think or 
ſpeak evil of our neighbour, &c. 

We cannot avoid it; our opinions muſt 

follow the evidence; and we are perpctually 
xn ſuch engagements and fituations, that it is 
our duty to ſpeak what our opinions are ;— 
but Gop forbid, that this ever ſhould be done, 
Put from its beſt motive=the ſenſe of wins 
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is due to virtue, governed by diſcretion” and- 
| the utmoſt fellow-feeling. Were we to go on 
| otherwiſe, beginning with the great. broad 
| cloak of hypocriſy, and ſo down through ail 
its little trimmings and facings, tearing away. 
| without mercy, all that looked ſeemly,—we 
; ſhould leave but a tattered world. of it. 
| But I confine what I have to ſays to a cha- 
racter leſs equivocal, and. winch takes up too 
F much room m-the world ; 1t 1s that of thoſe, 
who, from a general diſtruſt of all that looks 
diſintereſted, finding nothing to blame in an 
action, and, perhaps, much to admire ns its 
immediately fall foul upon its motives :- 
Does Fob ſerve God for nought ? "Wins: » a 
vile inſinuation — Beſides, the queſtion was 
ngt, whether Job was a rich man or a poor 
man but, whether he was a man of inte- 
grity or no: and the appearances were firong 
on his ſide: indeed it might have been other- 
wiſe; it was poſſible Job miglit be inſincere, 
and the devil took advantage of the die for it. 
It is a dad picture, and done by a terrible 
maſter, —and yet we are always copying it. 
Does a man, from real conviction of heart, 
forſake his vices ?—the poſition is not to bo 
allowed=—no, his vices have forſaken him. 
Does a pure virgin fear Gov, and ſay, her 
prayers ?—ſhe is in her climacteric. ; 
Does humanity clothe and educate the un- 
known orphan ?—Poverty | thou hait no ge- 
nealogies:—ſee! is he not the father of the 
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child? Thus do we rob heroes of the beſt 


part of their glory—their virtue. Take a- 


way the motive of the act, you take away all 
that is worth having in it j—wrell it to unge- 
nerous ends, you load the virtupus man Who 
did it, with infamy. Undo it all—T beſeech 


you : give him back his honour,—reſtore the 
Jewel you haye taken from bim, replace him 


in the eye of the world. It is too late. 

It is painful to utter the reproaches which 
ſhould come in here: 1 will truſt them with 
yourſelves : in coming from that quarter, they 


will more naturally produce ſuch fruits as will 


not ſet your teeth on edge for they will be 
the fruits of love and-good-will, to the praiſe 
of Gon, and the e ang me world, 
which Þ wiſh. | 
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THE LEVITE AND HIS CONCUBINE. 


JvDces xix. 1, 2, 3.— And it came to paſs in thoſe 
days, when there cr. no-hing in 1ſrael, that there was 
a, certain Levite ſojourning on the fide of mount E- 
Fbraim „ who took unto him a cencubine.— 


— A CONCUBINE but the text ac- 

counts for it—for in thoſe days there 
was no king in Ifruel,— and the Levite, you 
will ſay, like every other man in it, did what 
was right in his own eyes, — and fo, you may 
add, did his concubine too for. ſbe played the 


uber againſt him, and went away. 


Then ſhame and grief go with her, and 
wherever ſhe feeks a ſhelter, may the hand of 


juſtice ſhut the door againſt her. 

Not ſo; for ſhe went unto her father's 
houſe m Bethlehem -judah, and was with him 
four whole months. Bleſſed interval for me- 
ditation upon the fickleneſs and vanity of this 
world, and its pleafures! 1 ſee the holy man 
upon his knees with hands compreſſed to 
his boſom, and, with uplifted eyes, thanking 
heaven, that the object which bad fo long 
thared his tim, was fled. 
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The text gives a different picture of his fi- 
tuation,—for he aroſe and went after her to 
ſpeak friendly to her, and to bring her back a- 
gain, having his ſervant with him, and a couple 
of aſſet and ſhe brought him into ber father's 
houſe ; and when the father of the dam ifel ſaw 


| him, he rejoiced to meet bim. 


A moſt ſentimental group ! you will fay : 


and ſo it is, my good commentator, the world 


talks of every thing: give but the outlines of 
a ſtory, —let pleen or prudery ſnatch the pen- 
cell, and they will finiſh it with ſo many hard 
firokes, and with ſo dirty a colouring, that 
Candour and Courteſy will fit in torture as they 
look at it, Gentle and virtuous ſpirits ! ye 
who know not what it is to be rigid interpre- 
ters, but of your own failings, —to you I ad- 
dreſs myſelf, the unhired advocates for the 
conduct of the miſguided, —whence is it, that 
the world is not more jealous of. your office ? 
How often muſt ye repeat it, That ſuch a 
one's doing fo or ſo,” —18 not ſufficient evi- 


_ dence, by itfelf, to overthrow the accuſed 2— 


that our actions ſtand ſurrounded with a thou- 
ſand circumſtances which do not preſent them- 
ſelves at firſt ſight ;—that the firſt ſprings 
and motives which. impelled the unfortunate, 
ly deeper ſtill; and that, of the millions which 


every hour are arraigned, thouſands of them 


may have erred merely from the head, and 


been actually outwitted into evil; and, even 


when from the 3 che difficulties 
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and temptations under which they afted,— 
the force of the paſſions, the ſuitableneſs of 
the object, and the many ſtruggles of virtue 
before ſhe fel, may be ſo many aN from 
juſtice to the judgement-ſeat of pity ? 

Here, then, let us ſtop a moment,—and 
give the ſtory of the Levite and his concubine 
2 ſecond hearing. Like all others, much of 
it depends upon the telling ; and as the Serip- 
ture has left us no kind of comment upon it, it 
is a ſtory on which the heart cannot be at a 
los for what to ſay, or the imagination for 
what to ſuppoſe ;—the danger is, humanity 
may ſay too much. 

And it came to paſs in thoſe days, when there 
coat no king in Iſract, that à certain Levite ſo- 
jour ning on | the fide of mount Ephraim, took un- 
to himſelf a concubine. , 

O Abrabam, thou father of the faithful! ! 
if this was wrong—why didit thou ſet ſo en- 
ſnaring an example before the eyes of thy de- 
ſcendants? and, why did the Gop of Abra- 
ham, the Gop ut Iſaac and Jacob, bleſs fo 
often the ſeed of ſuch intercourſes, and pro- 
miſe to multiply and make princes come out 
of them ? 

Gonp can diſpenſe with his own laws; and, 
_ accordingly, we find the holieſt of the patri- 
arcks, and others in Scripture, whoſe hearts 
cleaved moſt unto God, accommodating them- 
ſelves as well as they could to the diſpenſa- 
rion: that Abraham had Hagar; that Jacoby 
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beſides his two wives, Rachael and Leaiy, 
took alſo unto him Zilpah and Bilhah, from 
whom many of the tribes deſcended ; that 
David had ſeven wives and ten e ee ; 
Rehoboam ſixty; and that, in whatever caſes 
it became reproachable, it ſeemed not ſo much 
the thing itſelf, as the abuſe of it, which 
made it ſo: this was remarkable in that of 
Solomon, whoſe exceſs became an inſult upon 


the privileges of mankind; for, by the ſame 


plan of luxury, which made it neceſſary to 
have forty thouſand ſtalls of horfes—he had 
unfortunately miſcalculated his other wants, 
and ſo had ſeven hundred ieee and three 
hundred concubines. 

Wiſe—deluded man! was it not that thou 
madeſt ſome amends for thy bad practice, by 
thy good preaching, what had become of 
thee > Three hundred !—but let us turn aſide, 


TI beſeech you, from ſo bad a ſtumbling- 


block. 
The Levite had but one. The Hebrew 


word imports a woman a concubine, or a wife 


a concubine, to diſtinguiſh her from the more 
infamous ſpecies, who came under the roofs 


of the licentious without principle. Our an- 


notators tell us, that, in Jewiſh æconomict, 
theſe differed little from the wife, except in 
ſome outward ceremonies and ſtipulations, but 
agreed with her in all the true eſſences of 


marriage, and gave themſelves up to the huſ- 
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band (for ſo he is called), with faith plighted, 


with ſentiments, and with affection. 

Such an one the Levite wanted to ſhare his 
ſolitude, and fill up that uncomfortable blank 
in the heart in ſuch a ſituation; for, notwith- 
ſtanding all we meet with in books, in many 
of which, no doubt, there are a good many 
handſome things ſaid upon the ſweets of re- 
tirement, CO. . Vet ſtill, “it it not 
good for man to be alone nor can all which 
the cold-hearted pedant ſtuns our ears with 
upon the ſubject, ever give one anſwer of ſa- 
tisfaction to the mind. In the midyt of the 
loudeſt vauntings of philoſophy, Nature will 
have her yearnings for ſociety and friendſhip. 
A good heart wants ſome object to be kind 
to; and the beſt parts of our blood, and the 
pureſt of our ſpirits, ſuffer moſt under the 
deſtitution. 

Let the torpid Monk look leaven comfort. 
leſs and alone—Gop ſpeed him! For my 
own part, 1 fear, I ſhould never ſo find the 
way. Let me be wiſe and religious, but let 
me be Man: wherever thy providence places 
me, or whatever be the road I take to get to 
Thee, give me ſome companion in my journey, 
þe it only to remark to, How our ſhadows 
lengthen as the ſun goes down; to whom 1 
may ſay, How freſh is the face of nature | 
How ſweet the flowers of the W How de- 

oious are theſe fruits! 


I 3 
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Alas! with bitter herbs, like his paſſover, 
did the Levite eat them : for, as they thus 
walked the path of life together, ſhe wan- 
tonly turned aſide into another, and fled from 
him. 

It is the mild and quiet half of the world; 
who are generally outraged and borne down 
by the other half of it: but in this they have 
the advantage, whatever be the ſenſe of their 
wrongs, that pride ſtands not ſo watchful a 
ſentinel over their forgiveneſs, as it does in 
the breaſts of the fierce and froward. We 
ſhould all of us, I believe, be more forgiving 
than we are, would the world but give us 
leave; but it is apt to interpoſe its ill offices 
in remiſſions, eſpecially of this kind : the truth 
is, it has its laws, to which the heart is not 
always a party; and acts fo like an unfeeling 
engine in all cafes, without diſtinction, that 
it requires all the firmneſs of the moſt ſettled 
Humanity to bear up againk it. 

Many a bitter conflict would the "OM 
have to ſuſtain with himſelf, his concubine, 
and the ſentiments of his tribe, upon the 
wrong done him; much matter for pleading, 
and many an embarraſſing account on all ſides. 
In a period of four whole months, every paſ- 


ſion would take its empire by turns; and, in 


the ebbs and flows of the leſs unfriendly ones, 
Pity would find ſome moments to be heard 
—REL1G10N herſelf would not be ſilent 


Camry would have much to ſay ; and, thus 
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ders of mount Ephraim every grot and 


% What paſhons are they which give edge 
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attuned, every object he beheld on the bor- 


grove he paſſed by, would ſolicit the recollec- 
tion of former kindnefs, and awaken an ad- 
vocate in her dn, more powerfel than 
them all. 

« I grant—L bst it wall I ki would cry— 
it is foul! it is faithleſs! but, why is the 
door of mercy to be ſhut for ever againſt 
« it? and, why is it to be the only ſad crime 
te that the injured may not remit, or reaſon 
«« or imagination paſs over without a ſcar ? 
Is it the blackeſt— In what catalogue of 
«© human offences is it ſo. marked? Or is 
it, that of all others it is a blow moſt 
« grievous to be endured ?—The heart cries 
„ out, It is ſo: but let me aſk my own, 


a 
* 


Log 
A 


« and force to this weapon which has ſtruck 
% me? and, whether it is not my own pride, 
« as much as my virtues, which at this mo- 
5e ment excite the greateſt part of that into- 
&« lerable anguiſh in the wound which J am 
« lying to her charge? But, merciful hea- 
«© ven! was it otherwiſe, why is an unhappy 
“ creature of thine to be perſecuted by me 
« with ſo much cruel revenge and rancorous 
« deſpite, as my firſt tranſport called for? 
«© Have faults no extenuations ?—Makes it 
„e nothing, that, when the treſpaſs was com- 
„ mitted, ſhe forſook the partner of her guilt, 
« and fled — to her father's houſe 7 
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And is there no difference betwixt one pro- 


penſely going out of the road, and con- 


tinuing there through depravity of will, 
and a hapleſs wanderer ſtraying by deluſion, 
and warily treading back her ſteps Sweet 
is the look of ſorrow for an offence, in 


a heart determined never to commit it 


more '—Upon that altar only, could I of- 
fer, up my wrongs, Cruel is the puniſh- 
ment which an ingenuous mind will take 
upon itſelf, from the remorſe of ſo hard a 
treſpaſs againſt me; and, if that will not 
balance the account Juſt Gop! let me for- 
give the reſt. Mercy well becomes the 
heart of all thy creatures, but moſt of thy 
ſervant, a Levite, who offers up ſo many 


daily ſacrifices to thee, for the tranſgreſ- 


ſions of thy people.—— 


hut to little purpoſe,” he would add, 
have I ſerved at thy altar, where my buſi- 
neſs was to ſue for mercy, had I not learn- 
ed to practiſe it.“ 
Peace and happineſs reſt upon the head and 


heart of every man who can thus think. 


So he aroſe, and went after her to ſpeak 


friendly to her ;—in the original, “ to ſpeak 
to her heart; to apply to their former en- 
dearments, and to aſk, how ſhe could be fo 


unkind to him, and ſo very unkind to her- 
ſelf? 


lenting are ſweet: not like the ſtrivings ol 


Even the upbraidings of the quiet and re- 
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the ſierce and inexorable, who bite and devour 
all who have thwarted them in their way; 
but they are calm and courteous, like the 
ſpirit which watches over their character. 
How could ſuch a temper woo the damſel, 
and not bring her back ? or, how could the 
father of the damſel, in ſuch a ſcene, have a 
heart open to any impreſſions, but thoſe men- 
tioned in the text? That when he faw him, he 
rejoiced to meet him; urged his ſtay from day to 
day, with that moſt irreſiſtible of all invita- 
tions, Comfort thy heart, 1 tarry all night, 
« and let thine heart be merry.” 

If Mercy and Truth thus met together in 

ſettling this account, Love would ſurely be 
of the party: great—great is its power in 
cementing what has been broken, and wiping 
out wrongs even from the memory itſelf: and 
ſo it was, — for the Levite aroſe up, and, with 
Him, his concubine and his fervant, and they 
departed. 

It ſerves no purpoſe to purſue the ſtory far- 
ther; the cataſtrophe is horrid, and would 
lead us beyond the particular ' purpoſe for 
which J have enlarged upon thus much of it, 
and that is, to diſcredit rafh judgement, and 
illuſtrate, from the manner of conducting this 
drama, the courteſy which the gramatis per- 
ſonæ of every other piece may have à right 
to. Almoſt one half of our time is ſpent in 
telling and hearing evil of one another; ſome 
unfortunate knight is always upon the ſtage, 
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and every hour brings forth ſomething ſtrange 
and terrible to fill up our diſcourſe and our 


aſtoniſhment, © How people can be fo ſool- 


iſh!”—and it is well if the compliment ends 
there: ſo that there is not a ſocial virtue, for 
which there is ſo conſtant a demand, —or con- 
ſequently, ſo well worth cultivating, as that 
which oppoſes this unfriendly current :— 


many, and rapid, are the ſprings which feed 


it, and various We" ſudden, Gop knows, are 
the guſts which render it unſafe to us in this 
ſhort paſſage of our hfe.—Let us make the 
diſcourſe as ſerviceable as we can, by tracing 
ſome of the moſt remarkable of them up to 
their ſource, | 

And firſt, there is one miſerable inlet to 
this evil, and which, by the way, if ſpecula- 


tion 1s ſuppoſed to precede practice, may have 


been derived, for aught I know, from ſome 
of our buſieſt inquirers after Nature, —and 
that is, when, with more zeal than know- 


ledge, we account for phænomena, before we 


are ſure of their exiſtence It ic not the man- 
ner of the Romans to condemn any man to death 
{much leſs to be martyred) ſaid Feſtus ;— 

and doth our law judge any man, before it hear 
him, and know what he doth ? cried Nicode- 
mus; and hi that anſwereth, or determineth a 
matter before he has heard it,—it i folly and a 
ſhame unto him, — We are generally m ſuch 
haſte to make our own decrees, that we pals 
over the juſtice of theſe ; and then the ſcene 
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is fo changed by it, that it is our own folly 
only which is real, and that of the accuſed, 
which 1s imaginary : through too much pre- 
cipitancy it will happen fo, —and then the 
jeſt is ſpoiled, or we have criticiſed our own 
ſhadow. | 

A ſecond way 1s, when the venenh goes 
on more orderly, and we begin with getting 
information, but do it from thoſe ſulpeted 
evidences, againſt which our Saviouk warns 
us, when he bids us“ not to judge according 
to appearance ;*—in truth, it is behind theſe, 
that molt of the things which blind human 
judgment, ly concealed: and, on the contrary, 
there are many things which appear to be, 
which are not C57 iſt came eating and drink- 
ing, —behold a wine-bibber ! he fat with ſin- 
ners; he was their friend: —in many caſes of 
which kind, Truth, like a modeſt matron, 
ſcorns art, and diſdains to preſs herſelf for- 
wards into the circle to be ſeen :—ground 
ſufficient for Suſpician to draw up the libel, 
for Malice to give the torture, or raſh Fudg- 
ment to ſtart up and paſs a final ſentence. 

A third way is, when the facts which de- 
note miſconduct, are leſs diſputable, but are 
commented upon with an aſperity uf cenſure, 
which a humane or a gracious temper would 
| ſpare: an abhorrence againſt what is criminal, 
is ſo fair a plea for this, and looks ſo like 
virtue in the face, that, in a ſermon againſt 
raſh judgment, it would be unſcaſonable ta 
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call it in queſtion; and yet, I declare, in the 
fulleſt torrent of exclamations which the 
guilty can deſerve, that the ſimple apoſtrophe, 
Who made me to differ? why was not J 
an example?“ would touch my heart more, 
and give me a better earneſt of the commen- 
tator's, than the moſt corroſive period you 
could add. The puniſhment of the unhappy, 
I fear, is enough without it; and, were it 
not, it is piteous, the tongue of a Chriſtian, 
whoſe religion 1s all candour and courteſy, 
ſnould be made the executioner. We find, 
in the diſcourſe between Abraham and the 
rich man, though the one was in heaven, and 


the other in hell, yet ſtill the patriarch treat- 


ed him with mild language: Son {—Son, re- 
 meniber that thou in thy lifetime, & e. &c.— 
And in the diſpute about the body of Moſes, 
between the Archangel and the devil (him- 
ſelf,) St Jude tells us, he durſt not bring a 
rating accuſation againſt him: —it was un- 
worthy his high character, and indeed might 


have been impolitic too; for if he had, (as 


one of our divines notes upon the paſſage), 
the devil had been too hard for him at rail- 
ing, —it was his own weapon, — and the baſeſt 
ſpirits, after his example, are the moſt expert 
at it. 

This leads me to the obſervation of a fourth 
cruel inlet to this evil, and that is, the deſire 
of being thought men of wit and parts, and 
the vain expectation of coming honeſtly by 
the title, by ſhrewd and ſarcaſtic reflections 
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rpon whatever is done in the world. This is 
fetting up trade upon the broken ſtock of o- 
ther people's failings, — perhaps their misfor- 
tunes: ſo, much good may it do them with 
what honour they can get, — the fartheſt ex- 
tent of which, I think, is to be praiſed, as 
we do ſome ſauces, with tears in our eyes. 
It is a commerce moſt illiberal; and as it re- 
quires no vaſt capital, too many embark in 
it; and, ſo long as there are bad paſſions to 
be gratified, and bad heads to judge, with 
ſuch it may paſs for wit, or, at Icaſt, like 
ſome vile relation, whom all tbe family is a- 
ſhamed of, claim kindred with it, even in bet- 
ter companies. Whatever be the degree of 
its affinity, it has helped to give wit a bad 
name, as if the main eſſence of it was ſatire. 
Certainly there is a difference between bitter- 
ne/s and ſaltneſs, that is, between the maligni- 
ty and the feſtivity of wit: the one is a mere 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, void of humanity, 
and is a talent of the devil; the other comes 
down from the Father of Spirits, ſo pure and 
abſtracted from perſons, that willingly it hurts 


no man; or, if it touches upon an indecorum, 


it is with that dexterity of true genius, which 
enables him rather to give. a new colour to» 
the abſurdity, and let it paſs. He may ſmile 
at the ſhape of the obehik raiſed to another's 
fame ; but the-malignant wit will level it at 


once with the ground, and build his own ug 


on the ruins of it.— 
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What then, ye raſh cenſurers of the world? 
have ye no manſions for your credit, but thoſe 
from whence ye have extruded the right own- 
ers? Are there no regions for you to ſhine 
in, that ye deſcend for it into the low caverns 
of abufe and crimination ? Have ye no ſeats 
but thoſe of the ſcornful to ſit down in? 
If Honour has miſtook his road, or the 
Virtues in their exceſſes have approached 
too near the confines of Vik, are they there- 
fore to be caſt down the precipice ? Muft 
BeavuTy for ever be trampled upon in the 


dirt, for one—one falſe ftep? And ſhall no 


one virtue or good quality, out of the thon- 
fand the fair penitent may have left, —ſhall 
not one of them be ſuffered to ſtand by her? 
—]Juſt Gop of heaven and earth 

But thou art merciful, loving and richte- 
ous, and lookeſt down with pity upon thoſ: 
wrongs thy fervants do unto each other : par- 
don us, we beſeech thee, for them, and all 
our tranſgreſſions ; let ir not be remembered, 
that we were brethren of the fame fleſh, the 
ſame feelings and infirmities. O my Go ! 
write it not down in thy book, that thou 
madeſt us merciful, after thy own image; 
that thou haſt given us a religion fo courte- 
ous, ſo good tempered, that every precept of 
it carries a balm along with it to heal the 
ſoreneſs of our natures, and ſweeten our ſpi- 


rits,—that we might live with ſuch kind in- 


tercourſe in this world, as will fit us to exiſt 
together in a better. 
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FELIX'S BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS Paul, 
EXAMINED. 


ACTS xxiv. 26.— He beped alſo, that money ſpould have 
been giuen bim of Paul, tbat be 1 looſe him. 


NOBLE object to take up the conſi- 
deration of the Roman governor i 
“ He hoped that money ſhould have been 
& given him! — For what end? to enable 
him to jadge betwixt right and wrong !— 
and, From whence was it to be wrung ? "from 
the poor ſcrip of a diſciple of the carpenter's 


fon, who left nothing to his followers but po- 


verty and ſufferings. 

And was this Felix !—the great, the noble 
Felix !—Felix the happy !—the gallant Felix, 
who kept Druſilla l Could he do this 
Baſe paſſion! what canſt thou not make us 
do ? 

Let us conſider the whole tranſaction. 

Paul, in the beginning of this chapter, had 
been accuſed before Felix, by Tertullus, of 
very grievous crimes—of being a peſtilent 
felow—a mover of ſeditions, and a profaner 


of the temple, &c. To which accuſations, 
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the apoſtle, having liberty from Felix to re- 
ply, makes his defence from the 10th to the 
22d verſe, to this purport. He ſhews him, 


firſt, that the whole charge was deſtitute of 


all proof ; which he openly challenges them 
to produce againſt him, if they had it :— 
that, on the contrary, he was ſo far from be- 
ing the man Tertullas had repreſented, that 
the very principles of the religion with which 
he then ſtood charged, and which they called 
hereſy, led him to be the moſt unexceprion- 
able in his conduct, by the continual exerciſe 
which it demanded of him, of having a con- 
ſcience void of offence at all times, both to- 
wards God and man :—that, confiftently with 
this, his adverſaries had neither found him in 
the temple diſputing with any man, neither 
raiſing up the people, neither in the ſyna- 
gogue, or in the city; for this, he appeal 
to themſelves :—that it was but twelve days 
ſince he came up to Jeruſalem for to wor- 
ſhip :—that during that time, when he pu- 
rified in the temple, he did it as became 
him, without noiſe, without tumuit : this he 
calls upon the ſews who came from Afia, 


and were eye-witneſſes of his behaviour, to at- 


teſt ;—and, in a word, he urges the Whole 
defence before Felix, in fo ſtrong a manner, 
and with ſuch plain and natural arguments of 


his innocence, as to leave no colour for his 
adverſaries to reply, 


There was, however, {till one adverſary in 
this court—though ſilent, yet not ſatisſicd.— 
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Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus! roll 
up the charge: a more notable orator than 
thyſelf is riſen up ;—it is AvaRICE, and that 


too, in the moſt fatal place for the priſoner it 


could have taken poſſeſſion of—it is in the 
heart of the man who judges him. 

If Felix believed Paul innocent, and acted 
accordingly, that is, releaſed him without re- 
ward, this ſubtle advocate told him, he would 
loſe one of the profits of his employment ;— 
and if he acknowledged the faith of Chriſt, 
which Paul occaſionally explained in his de- 
fence—it told him, he might loſe the employ- 
ment itſelf ; ſo that, notwithſtanding the cha- 
racter of the apoſtle appeared (as it was) moſt 
ipotleis—and the faith he profeſſed ſo very 
lent, that, as he urged it, the heart gave its 
confent—yet, at the fame time, the paſſion 
rebelled, and ſo ſtrong an intereſt was formed 
tuereby, againſt the firſt impreſſions in favour 
of the man and his cauſe, that both were diſ- 
wiffed ; the one to a more convenient hearing, 
winch never came—the other to the hardſhips 
of a priſon for two whole years, hoping, as 
tne text informs us, that money ſhould have 
been given him; and, even at the laſt, when 
he teſt tue province, willing to do the Jews a 

leaſure—that 18—to ſerve his intereſt in an- 
other {hape—with all the conviction upon his 
mind that he had done nothing worthy of 
bonds, he, nevertheleſs, left the holy man 


bound, and conſigned over to che hopeleſs 


23 
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proſpect of ending his days in the ſame ſtate 
of confinement in which he had ungencroully 
left him. 

One would imagine, as ad is a 
vice not naturally cruel in itſelf, that there 
muſt certainly have been a mixture of other 
motives in the governor's breaſt, to account 


for a proceeding ſo contrary to humanity and 


his own conviction ; and, could it be of uſe to 
raiſe conjectures upon it, there ſeems but too 
probable grounds for ſuch a ſuppoſition. It 
feems that Drulilla, whoſe curiofity, upon a 
double account, had led her to hear Pau 
(for ſhe was a daughter of Abraham—as 
well as of Eve) —was a character, vchich 


might have figured very well even in our owa 


times: for, as Joſephus tells us, ſhe had lei 
the Jew her huſband, and, without any pre- 


tence in their law to juſtify a divorce, had gi- 


ven herſelf up, without ceremony, to Felix; 
tor which cauſe, though ſhe is here called bis 
wife, ſhe was, in reaſon and juſtice, the wife 
of another man, and conſequently lived in an 
open ſtate of aduitery. So that when Paul, 
in explaining the faith of Chriſt, took octa- 


ſion to argue upon the morality of the goſ- 
pel, and urged the eternal laws of Juſtice, 


the unchangeable obligations to temperance, 
of which chaſtity was a branch, it was ſcarce 


poſſible to frame his diſcourſe ſo, (had he 


wiſhed to temporiſe), but that either her in- 
tereſt or her love muſt have taken offence : 
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and though we do not read, like Felix, that 
ſhe trembled at the account, it is yet natural to 
imagine ſhe was affected with other paſſions, 
of which the apoſtle might feel the effects 
and it was well he ſuffered no more, if two 
ſuch violent enemies as Luft and AAvarice were 
combined againſt him, 

But this by the way ;—for as the text 
ſeems only to acknowledge one of theſe mo- 
Lives, it is not our buſineſs to aſſign the o- 
ther, | 


It is obſervable, that this fame apoſtle, 


ſpeaking, jn his epiſtle to Timothy, of the 


ill effects of this ſame ruling paſſion, affirms, 
that it is the root of all evil; and I make no 
doubt but the remembrance 4 his own ſuf- 


ferings had no ſmall ſhare in the ſeverity of 


the reflection. Infinite are the examples, 


where the love of money 1s only a ſubordinate 


and mimſterial paſſion, exerciſed for the ſup- 
port of ſome other vices ; and it is generally 
found, when there is either anbition, prodi- 
gality or luſt, to be fed by it, that it then 
rages with che leaſt mercy and diſcretion; in 
which cafes, ſtrictly ſpeaking, it is not the 


root of other evils, but other evils are the 


root of it. 

This forces me to recal * J have ſaid 
vpon covetouſneſs, as a vice not naturally 
cruel : it is not apt to repreſent itſelf to our 
imaginations, at firſt fight, under that idea; 
we conſider it only as a mean, worthleſs turn 
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of mind, incapable of judging or doing what 
is right: but as it is a vice which does not 
always ſet up for itſelf, to know truly what 


it is in this reſpect, we muſt know what maſ- 


ters it ſerves ;—they are many, and of vari- 
ous caſts and humours—and each one lends it 
ſomething'of its own  eomplexional tint and 
character. 


This, L: 3 may be the cauſe that 


there i is a greater and more whimſical myſtery 
in the love of money, than in the darkeſt 
and moſt- nonſenſical problem that ever was 
pored on. 

Eren at the beſt, and when tie paſſion 
ſeems to ſeek nothing more than its own a- 


muſement, there is little very little, 1 fear, 


to be ſaid for its humanity, It may be a 
ſport to the miſer but conſider, it mult be 
death and deſtruction to others. The mo- 
ment this ſordid humour begins to govern— 
farewel all honeſt and natural affections! fare- 
wel all he owes to parents, to children, to 
friends! ow faſt the obligations vaniſh ! 
—8cce !—he is now iiripped of all feelings 
whatever: the ſhrill cry of Juſtice, and the 
low lamentation of humble diſtreſs, are notes 
equally beyond his compaſs. Eternal God! 
lee !-—he paſſes by one whom thou haſt juſt 


bruiſed, without one penlive reſletion; he 


enters the cabin of the widow, whoſe huſ. 
band and child thou haſt taken to thyſelf— 
exacts his bond, without a ſigh !—Heaven 3 
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if J am to be tempted —let it be by glory, by 
ambition, by ſome generous and manly vice: 
—if I muſt fall, let it be by ſome paſſion 
which thou haſt planted in my nature -h ich 
ſhall not harden my heart, but leave me room 
at laſt to retreat and come back to Thee. 
It would be eaſy here to add the common 
arguments which Reaſon offers againſt this 
vice; but they are ſo well underſtood, botl, 
in matter and form—it is needleſs. 

J might cite to you what Seneca ſays up- 
on it but, the misfortune is, that at the 
ſame time he was writing againſt riches, he 
was enjoying a great eſtate, and uſing every 
means to make that eſtate ſtill greater. 


With inſinite pleaſure might a preacher en- 


rich his diſcourſe in this place, by weaving 
into it all the ſmart things, which ancient or 
modern wits have ſaid upon the love of mo- 
ney: — he might inform you, 

* That Poverty wants ſome things—that 
t Covetouſneſs wanteth all.“ 

«© That a miſer can only be ſaid to have 
& riches,” as a ſick man has a fever, which 
4 Rolds and tyrannizes over the man—not he 
ac over it.“ 

« That covetouſneſs is the ſhirt of the 
c ſoul— the laſt vice it parts with.“ 
„ That Nature is content with few things 
« —or that Nature is never ſatisfied. at all,” 
&e. 


a 
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The reflection of our Saviour That the 
life of man conſiſteth not in the abundance of the 
things which be poſſeſſeth —ſpeaks more to the 
heart's ;—and the ſingle hint of the camel, and 
what a very narrow paſſage he has to go 
through, has more coercion in it, than all the 
ſeeſaws of philoſophy. 

I ſhall endeavour therefore to draw ſuch o- 
ther refle&ovs from this piece of ſacred hiſto- 
ry, as are applicable to human life, and more 
likely to be of uſe. 

There is nothing, generally, i in which our 
happineſs and honour are more nearly concern- 
ed, than in forming true notions both of men 
and things ; for, in' proportion as we think 
rightly of them, we approve ourſelves to the 


world—and as we govern ourſelves by ſuch 


judgements, ſo we ſecure our peace and well- 


being in paſſing through it. The falſe ſteps 


and miſcarriages i in life, iſſuing from a defect 


in this capital point, are ſo many and fatal, 


that there can be nothing more inſtructive, 


than an inquiry into the cauſes of this per- 
verſion, which often appears ſo very groſs in 
us, that, were you to 'take a view of the 
world, ſee what notions it entertains, and by 
what conſiderations it is governed ——you 
would ſay of the miſtakes of human judge- 
ment, what the prophet does of the folly of 


heman acing—c« That we wwere viſe to do 


evil, but to judge 2 had no underſtanding.““ 
That in many dark and abſtracted queſti- 
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ons of mere ſpeculation, we ſhould err—is 
not ſtrange : we live amongſt myſteries and 
riddles; and almoſt every thing which comes 
in our way, in one light or other, may be 
ſaid to baffle our underſtandings, yet feldom 


ſo as to miſtake in extremities, and take one 


_ contrary for another. It is very rare, for in- 


ſtance, that we take the virtue of a plant to 
be hot, when it 1s extremely cold, or, that 
we try the experiment of opium to keep us 
waking ;z vet this we are continually attempt- 
ing in the conduct of life. as well as in the 
great ends and meaſures of i it. That ſuch wrong 
determinations in us, do ariſe from any defect 
of judgement inevitably miſleading us—would 
reflect diſhonour upon God; as if he had 


made and ſent man into the world on purpoſe . 


to play the fool. His all-bountiful Land made 
his judgement, like his heart, upright ; and 
the inſtances of his ſagacity in other things, 
abundantly confirm it :—we are led therefore, 


in courſe, to a ſuppoſition, that, in all incon- 
ſiſtent inſtances, there is a ſecret bias, ſome- 


how or other, hung upon the mind, winch 
turns it aſide from reaſon and truth. 

What this is, if we do not care to ſearch 
for it in ourſelves, we ſhall ſind it regiſtered 
in this tranſaction of Felix: and we may de- 
pend, that, in all wrong judgements what- 
ever, in ſuch plain cafes as this, that the 
ſame explanation mult be given of it, which is 


given in the text, namely, that it is ſome 
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{elfſh con ſideration - ſome ſecret dirty en- 
gagement with ſome little appetite, which 
does us fo much diſhonour. 

The judgements of the more diſintereſted 
and impartial of us, receive no ſmall tincture 
from our affections; we generally conſult 
them in all doubtful points and it happens 
well, if the matter in queſtion is not almoſt 
ſettled, before the arbitrator is called into the 
debate: but, in the more flagrant inſtances, 
where the paſſions govern the whole man, it 
is melancholy to ſee the office to which Rea- 


ſon, the great prerogative of his nature, is 


reduced; ſerving the lower appetites in the 
diſhoneſt drudgery of finding out arguments 
to juſtify the preſent purſuit. 

To judge rightly of our own worth, we 
ſhould retire a little from the world, to ſee all 
its pleaſures—and pains too, in their proper 
hze and dimenſions ;. this, no doubt, was the 


realon St Paul, when he intended to convert 


Felix, began his diſcourſe upon the day of 
judgement, on puzpole to take the heart off 
from this world aud its pleaſures, which diſ- 
honour the underilanding, fo as to turn the 
wiſeſt of men into ſools and children. 

If you enlarge your obſervations upon this 
plan, you will find where the evil lies which 
has ſupported thoſe deſperate opinions, which 
have fo long divided the Chriſtian world, and 
and are likely to divide it for ever. | 
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Conſider popery well; you will be convin- 
ced, that the trueſt definition which can be 
given of it is— That it is a pecuniary ſyſtem, 
well contrived to operate upon mens” paſſions 
and weakneſſes, whilſt their pockets are o*pick- 
ing. Run through all the points of difference 
between us; —and when you fee, that, in eve- 
ry one of them, they ſerve the ſame end 
which Felix had in view, either of money or 
power, there is little room left to doubt 
whence the cloud ariſes which is ſpread over 
the underſtanding. 


If this reaſoning is concluſive with regard 


to thoſe who mercly differ from us in religion, 
let us try if it will not hold good with re- 
gard to thoſe who have none at all—or ra- 
ther, who affect to treat all perſuaſions of it 
with ridicule alike. Thanks to good ſenſe, 
cood manners, and a more enlarged know- 
ledge, this humour is going down, and ſeems 
to be ſettling, at preſent, chiefly amongſt the 
inferior claſſes of people - where it is likely to 
reſt: as for the loweſt ranks, though they 
are apt enough to follow the modes of their 
betters, yet are they not likely fo be ſtruck with 
this one, of making merry with that which 
is their conſolation— they are too ſerious a. 
ſet of poor people, ever e to enter in- 
to it.— 

There is enough, however of it in the 
world, to ſay that this all-facred ſyſtem, which 


bolds the world in harmony and peace, is foe 
Vel. IJ. A 
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often the firſt object that the giddy and incon- 
ſiderate make choice of to try the temper of 
their wits upon. Now, of the numbers who 
make this experiment, do you believe that one 
in a thouſand does it from conviction, or from 
arguments, which a courſe of ſtudy, much 
cool reaſoning, and a ſober inquiry into anti- 


quity, and the true merits of the queſtion, 


have furniſhed him with ?—The years and way 
of life of the moſt forward of theſe, lead us 
to a different explanation, 

Religion, which lays ſo many reſtraints up- 
on us, is a troubleſome companion to thoſe 
who will lay no reftraints upon themſelves ; 
and, for this reaſon, there is nothing more 


common to be obſerved, than that the little 


arguments and cavils, which ſuch men have 
gathered up againſt it, in the early part of 
their lives—how conſiderable ſoever they may 
have appeared, when viewed through their 
paſſions and prejudices, which give an unna- 
tural turn to all objects; yet, when the edge 
of appetite has been worn down, and the heat 
of the purſuit pretty well over, and reaſon 
and judgement have got poſſeſſion of their 
empire— 

— They -ſeldom fail of bringing the loſt 
ſheep back to his fold. 


May God bring us all there. Amen, 
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SERMON XX. 
THE PRODIGAL SON. 


LUKE xv. 1 3 a not many An after, the younger 


ſon gathered 6 all be had together, and took bis journey 


into a far country. — 


1 KNOW not whether the remark is to 


our honour, or otherwiſe—that leſſons 
of wiſdom have never ſuch power over us, as 
when they are wrought into the heart, through 
the groundwork of a ſtory which engages the 
ſhons. Is it that we are like iron, and muſt 
firlt be heated before we can be wrought up- 
on? or, Is the heart fo in love with deceit, 
that where a true report will not reach it, we 
mult cheat it with a fable, in order to come 
at truth ? 
Whether this parable of the prodigal (for 
ſo it is uſually called) is really ſuch, or built 


upon ſome ſtory known at that time in Jeru- 


ſalem, is not much to the purpoſe; it is gi- 
ven us to enlarge upon, and turn to the beſt 
moral account we can. 

A certain man,” ſays our Saviour, “had 
« two ſons, and the younger of them ſaid to 
we his father, Give me the portion of goods 
A a 2 
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* which falls to me: and he divided unta 
6 them his ſubſtance. And not many days 
* after, the younger fon gathered all toge- 
F ther, and took his journey into a far coun- 
„try, and there waſted his ſubſtance with 
« riotous living.“ 

The account is ſhort: the e and 
pathetic paſſages. with which ſuch a tranſac- 
tion would be neceſſarily connected, are left 
to be ſupplied by the heart: the ſtory is ſilent 
but nature is not: much kind advice, and 

many a tender expoſtulation would fall from 
the father's lips, no doubt, upon this occa- 


Hon. 


He would ſunt his ſon Gam the folly of 


fo raſh an enterprize, by ſhowing him the 


dangers of the journey, the inexperience of 
his age, the hazards his life, his fortune, 


his virtue, would run, without a guide, with- 


out a friend: he would tell him of the many 


ſnares and temptations which he had to avoid 


or encounter, at every ſtep—the pleaſures 


which would ſolicit him in every luxurious 
court the little knowledge he could gain 
except that of evil: he would ſpeak of the 
ſeductions of women — their charms—their 
poi ſons, — hat hapleſs indulgences he might 


give way to, when far from reſtraint, and the 


check of giving his ſather pain. 


fire. | 
e gathers all 8 


The diſtuaſive would but inſlame his 6 | 
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I ſee the picture of his departure 
the camels and aſſes. loaden with his ſubſtance, 
detached on one fide of the piece, and already 


on their way: the prodigal ſon ftanding on 


the fore ground, with a forced ſedateneſs, 
ſtruggling againſt the fluttering movement of 
joy, upon his deliverance from reitraint : the 
elder brother holding his hand, as if unwil- 
ling to let it go: the father—ſad moment! 
with a firm look, covering a prophetic. ſenti- 
ment, „ that all would not go well with his 
& child ?—approaching to embrace him, and 
bid him adieu. Poor inconfiderate youth ! 
From whoſe arms art thou flying? From 
what a ſhelter art thou going forth into the 
ftorm? Art thou weary of a father's affec- 
tion, of a father's care? or, hopeſt thou to 
find a warmer intereſt, a truer counſellor, or 


a kinder friend, in a land of ſtrangers, where 
youth is made a' prey, and ſo many thouſands. 


are confederated to deceive them, and live by 
their ſpoils ? 5 

We will ſeek no farther than this idea, for 
the extravagancies by which the prodigal ſon 
added one unhappy example to the number: 


his fortune waſted, the followers of it fled in 


courſe, the wants of nature remain the hand 
of Gop gone forth againſt him“ For when 


& he had ſpent all, a mighty famine aroſe in that 


6c country.” Heaven have pity upon the 
youth, for he is in hunger and diſtreſs, ſtrayed 


out of the reach of a parent, who counts: 
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every hour of his abſence with anguiſn, —eut 
off from all his tender offices, by his folly— | 
and from relief and charity from others, by 
the calamity of the times, 
Nothing ſo powerfully calls home the mind 
as diſtreſs : the tenſe fibre then relaxes, the 
foul retires to itſelf, fits penſive and ſuſcep- 
tible of right impreſſions. It we have a 
friend, it is then we think of him; if a be- 
nefactor, at that moment all his kindneſſes 
preſs upon our mind. Gracious and bountt- 
ful Gon ! Is it not for this, that they who 
in their proſperity forget Thee, do yet remem- 
ber and return to Thee in the hour of their 
ſorroẽw? When our heart is in heavineſs, 
upon whom can we think but Thee, who 
noweſt our neceſitics afar off, putteſt all our 
tears in thy bottle, ſeeſt every careful thought, 
— every ſigh and melancholy groan we 
utter? 
Strange l- that we ſhould only begin to 
1 think of Gop with comfort, when with joy 
: and comfort we can think of nothing elſe. 
Man ſurely is a compound of riddles and 
comadiaiong : by the Jaw of his nature, he 
avoids pain, and yet, unleſs he ſuffers in the 
He gi, he will not ceaſe from fin, though it is 
tyre to bring pain and miſery upon his head 
for ever. | 
Wuilſt all went pleaſurably on with the 
trodigal, we hear not one word concerning 
is father, — no pang of remorſe for the ſaf- 
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ſerings in which he had left him, or reſolu- 
tion of returning, to make up the account 
of his folly: his firſt hour of diſtreſs, ſeemed 
to be his firſt hour of wiſdom When he came 
to himfelf, he ſuid, How many hired ſervants of 
my father have bread enough and to ſpare, whilſt 
I periſh !-— 

0 all the terrors of nature, that of one 
day or other dying by hunger, is the great- 
eſt; and it is wiſely wove into our frame, to 
awaken man to induſtry, and call forth his 
talents; and though we ſeem to go on care- 
leſsly, ſporting with it as we do with other 
terrors—yet, he that ſees this enemy fairly, 
and in his moft frightful ſhape, will need no 
long remonſtrance, to make him turn out of 
the way to avoid him. 

It was the caſe of the prodigal he aroſe 
to go to his father. — 

—Alas ! how. ſhall he tell his ſtory ? Ye 
who have trod this round, tell me in what 


words he ſhall give in to his father the ſad. 


Items of his extravagance and folly ? 

The feaſts and banquets which he gave 
to whole cities in the eaſt, the coſts of Aſiatic 
rarities, and of Aſiatic oaks to dreſs them, 


the expences of ſinging men and ſinging wo- 


men, the flute, the harp, the ſackbut, and of 
all kinds of muſic—the dreſs of the Perſian 
courts, how magnificent ! their ſlaves, how 


numerous! their chariots, their horſes, their 


valaces, their furniture, what immenſe ſums 
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they had devoured! what expectations from 
ſtrangers of condition ! what exactions! 
How ſhall the youth make his father com- 
prehend, that he was cheated at Damaſcus 
by one of the beſt men in the world; that 


he had lent a part of his ſubſtance to a friend 
at Nineveh, who had fled off with it to the 


Ganges ; that a whore of Babylon had ſwal- 


lowed his beſt pearl, and anointed the whole 
city with his balm of Gilead; that he had 


been ſold by a man of honour for twenty ſhe- 
kels of filver, to a worker in graven images; 
that the images he had purchaſed had profited 
him nothing; that they could not be tranſ- 
ported acroſs: the wilderneſs, and had been 
burnt with fire at Shuſan ; that the apes “ and 


peacocks, which he had ſent for from Tarlis, 


lay dead upon his hands; and that the mum- 
mies had not been dead long enough which 


had been _— him out of Egypt: that 


all had gone wrong, ſince the day he forſook 
his father's houſe? 

Leave the ſtory 
more conciſely. hen he was yet afar of, 
his father ſaw him. Compaſſion told it in 
three words—he fell upon his neck, and kifjed 


him. 
Great is che power of eloquence : but ne- 


ver is it ſo great as when it pleads along with 
nature, and the culprit is a child ſtrayed from 


his duty, and returned to it again with tears. 
* Vice 2 Chronicles ix. 21. 


it will be told 
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Cafuiſts may ſettle the point as they will 
But what could a parent fee more in the ac- 
count, than the natural one, of an ingenuous 
heart too open for the world, ſmitten with 
ſtrong ſenſations of pleaſures, and ſuffered to 
ſally forth unarm'd into the midſt of enemies 
ſtronger than himſclf ? 

Generoſity ſorrows as much "hs over- 
matched, as Pity herſclf docs. 

The idea of a ſon ſo ruined, would double 
the father's careſſes; every effuſion of his 
tenderneſs, would add bitterneſs to his ſon's 
remorſe. 6 Gracious heaven! what a fa- 
& ther have I rendered miſerable !”? 

And he ſaid, I have Jinned againſt heaven, 
and in thy fight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſon. 

But the father ſaid, Bring forth the beſt robe. 

O, ye affections! how fondly do ye play 
at croſs-purpoſes with each other ?—lt is the 
natural dialogue of true tranſport : joy is not 


methodical ; and where an offender, beloved, 
overcharges itſelf in the offence, —words are 
too cold ; and a conciliated heart replies by 


rokens of eſteem. 


And he ſaid unto his ſervants, Bring for ih. 


the beſt robe, and put it on him; and put a ring 
on bis hand, and fhoes on his feet, and bring 
huher the fatted calf, and tet us eat and drink 
and be merry. 


When the 18 fo kindly beak Jooley 
Joy i is another name for Religion. | 
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We look up as we taſte it The cold Stoic 
without, when he hears the dancing and the 
muſic, may aſk ſullenly (with the elder bro- 
ther), What it means? and refuſe to enter: 
but the humane and compaſſionate all fly im- 


ue, to the banquet given for a ſon who 


as dead, and is alive again,—who was loſt, 


nd 5 found, Gentle ſpirits, light up the pa- 


vilion with a ſacred fire; and, parental love, 
and filial* piety, lead in the math with riot 
and wild feſtiviiy! Was it not for this, that 
 Gop gave man muſic to ftrike upon the kind- 
ly pailions—that Nature taught the feet to 
dance to its movements, and, as chief govern- 
eſs of the feaſt, poured forth wine into the 
goblet, to crown it with gladneſs ? 

The intention of this parable is ſo clear, 
from the occafion of it, that it will not be 
neceſſary to perplex it with any tedious ex- 
planation: it was deſigned by way of indirect 
remonſtrance to the Scribes and Phariſees; 


who animadverted upon our SAaviouR's con- 


duct, for entering ſo freely into conferences 


with ſinners, in order to reclaim them. To 


that end, he propoſcs the parable of the ſhep- 
herd, who left his ninety and nine ſheep, that 
were ſafe in the fold, to go and ſeek for one 
ſheep that was gone aſtray, telling them, in 
other places, that they who were whole, want- 


ed not a phyfician—dbut they that were fick :_ 


and here, to carry on the ſame leſſon, and to 
prove how acceptable ſuch a recovery was to 
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God, he relates this account of the prodigal 
ſon, and his welcome reception. 
I know not whether it would be a ſubject 


of much edification, to convince you, here, 


that our Saviour, by the prodigal ſon, 


particularly pointed at thoſe who were ſinners 


of the Gentiles, and were recovered, by divine 


grace, to repentance ;—and that, by the el- 


der brother, he intended as manifeſtly the 
more froward of the Jews, who envied their 
converſion, and thought it a kind of wrong 
to their primogeniture, in being made fellow- 
heirs with them of the promiſes of Gop. 


Theſe uſes have been ſo ably ſet forth, in 
ſo many good ſermons upon the prodigal ſon, 
that I ſhall turn aſide from them, at preſent, 


and content myſelf with ſome reflections upon 
that fatal paſſion which led him, and fo many 
thouſands after the example, o gather all be 


had together, and take his n into a far 


country. 
The love of variety, or inder of freing 
new things, which is the ſame, cr, at lea't, 


a ſiſter- paſſion to it, ſeems wove into the 
frame of every ſon and daughter of Adam ;— 


we uſually ſpeak of it as one of Nature's le- 


vities, though planted within us for the ſolid 
purpoſes of carrying forwards the mind to 


freſh inquiry aud knowledge : : {trip us of it, 


the mind (I fear) would 5 for ever over 


the preſent page; and we ſhould all of us reſt 


at eaſe with ſuch objects as preſented them- 
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ſelves in the pariſh or province where we firſt 
drew breath. 

It is to this ſpur, which is ever in our ſides, 
that we owe the impatience of this deſire for 
travelling: the paſſion is no way bad, but, as 
others—12 its miſmanagement or excels : or- 
der it rightly, the advantages are worth the 
purſuit; the chief of which are to leara the 
languages, the laws and cuitoins, and under- 
ſtand the government and intereſt of other na- 
tions to acquire an urbanity and confidence 
of behaviour, and fit the mind more eaſily for 
converſation and diſcourſe ;—to take us out. 
of the company of our aunts and grandmo- 
thers, and from the track of nurſery millakes ; 
—and, by ſhowing us new objects, or old 
ones in new lights, to reform our judgment; 
—by taſting perpetually the varieties of na- 
ture, to know what is good - by obſerving 
the addreſs and arts of men, to conceive what 
ig fincere 5—and, by feeing the difference of 
ſo many various humours and manners—to 
look into ourſelves, and form our own. 

This is ſome part of the cargo we might 
return with; but the impulſe of ſeeing new 
ſights, augmented with that of getung clear 
from all leſſons bath of wiſdom and repravt 
at home—carries our youth too early out, to 
turn this venture to much account : on the 
contrary, if the ſcene painted of the prodigal 
in his travels, looks more like a copy than an 
orignal—will it not be well, if ſuch an ad- 
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venturer, with ſo unpromiſing a ſetting out. 
without carte—without- compaſs be not caſt 
away for ever ;—and, may he not be ſaid to 
cſcape well—if he returns to his country, on- 
ly as naked as he firſt left it? 

But you will ſend an able pilot with your 
ſon—a ſcholar.— 

If wiſdom can ſpeak in no other language 
but Greek or Latin, —you do well or, if 
mathematics will make a man a gentleman, — 
or natural philoſophy but teach him to make 
a bow, —he may be of ſome ſervice in intro- 
ducing your ſon into good ſocieties, and ſup- 
porting him in them when he has done 
but the vpſhot will be generally this, — That, 
in the moſt preſſing occaſions of addreſs—if 
he is a mere man of reading, the unhappy 
youth will have the tutor to carry and not 
the tutor to carry him. 

But you will avoid this extreme he ſhall 
be eſcorted Ly one who knows the world, not 
merely from books—but from his own expe- 
Tience ;——a man who has been employed on 
ſuch fervices, and thrice made the four 7 
Europe cu th ſucceſs 

hat is, without. breaking his own or 
his pupils neck —for, if he is ſuch as my 
eves have ſeen ! ſome broken Si, valet de 
chambre,—ſome general undertaker, who -will 
perform the journey in ſo many months, Ir 
« God PERMIT - much knowledge will not 
2ccrue ions profit at leaſt he will learn 
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the amount; to a halfpenny, of every ſtage 
from Calais to Rome he will be carried to 
the beſt inns, inſtructed where there is the 
beſt wine, and ſup a livre cheaper than if the 
youth had been left to make the tour and the 
bargain himfelf. Look at our governor! [ 
beſeech you :—ſce, he is an inch taller as he 
relates the advantages 

—And here endeth his Pride, his "FM 

ledge, and his- uſe. 


But when your fon gets abroad, he will be 


taken out of his hand, by his ſociety with 
men of rank and letters; with whom he will 
paſs the greateſt part of his time. 


Let me obſerve, in the firſt place, that 
company which is really good, is very rare— — 


and very ſhy.—But you have ſurmounted this 


difficulty x and procored him the belt letters 
of recommendation to the moſt eminent and 


reſpectable in every capital. 

And 1 anſwer, That he will obtain all by 
them which courteſy ſtrictly ſtands obliged to 
pay on ſuch occafiong—biit no more. 

There is nothing in which we are ſo much 
deceived, as in the advantages propoſed from 
our connexions and diſcourſe with the literati, 
Oc. in foreign parts; eſpecially if the experi- 
ment is made before we are matured by years 

or ſtudy. 

5 is a traffic ; and if you enter 
into it, without ſome ſock of knowledge, to 


balance the aggount perpetually betwixt you 
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the trade drops at once: and this 1s the rea- 
ſon—however it may be boailed to the con- 
trary, why travellers have ſo little (e ſpecially 
good) converſation with natives, owing to 
their ſin picion, or, perhaps, conviction, that 
there is nothing to be extracted from the con- 
verſation of young itinerants, worth the trou- 
ble of their bad language, ob che ene 
of their viſi ts. 

The pain, on theſe oc: fic," js uſually re- 
ciprocal; the confequence” of which is, that 
the diſappointed youth ſeeks an eaſier ſociety; 
and, as bad company is always ready, and 
ever lying in wait, the career is ſoon finiſſfed; 
and the poor prodigal returns the ſame object 
of Pitys\ 1 way 25 5 der in the e 
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| NATIONAL MERCIES CONSIDERED. 
in * 1 4 


' ON THE INAUGURATION or nis PRESENT MAJELTY, 
DEUTERONOMY vt. 20, 21.— Aud when thy ſon afteth 
thee, in time to-come, ſaying, "What mean the teflimo- 
nies, and the: flatuies;' and the judgments, which the 
Tord our God bath commanded yon? then thou Halt 
. fay unto thy ſon, . We were Pharaoh's bondſmen in 


Egypt, and the Lord brought us out f E with a 
es oh wad 


HESE are the words which Moſes left 

as a ſtanding anſwer for the children 

of Ifracl to give their poſterity, who, in time 

to come, might beeome 1 ignorant or unmind- 

ful of the many and great mercies which Gop 

had vouchfafed to their forefathers ;—all which 

had terminated in that one, of their deliver- 
ance out of' bondage. 

Though they were directed to en in this 
manner, each man to his ſon, yet, one cannot 
ſuppoſe, that the direction ſhould be neceſſary 
for the next generation for the children of 
thoſe who had been eye. witneſſes of Gor's 
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providences : it does not ſeem likely, that any 
of them ſhould arrive to that age of reaſon- 
ing, which would put them upon aſking the 
ſuppoſed queſtion, and not be, long before- 
hand, inſtructed in the anſwer. Every parent 
would tell his child the hardſhips of his capti- 
vity, and the amazing particulars of his deli- 
verance :—the ſtory was ſo uncommon, ſo 
Full of wonder, and, withal, the recital of it 
would ever be a matter of ſuch tranſport, it 
could not poſſibly be kept a fecret :—the 
piety and gratitude of one generation, would 
auticipate the curiofity of another ;—their 
ſons would learn the ſtory with their lan- 
guage. 

This, probably, might be the caſe with the 
firſt or ſecond race of people but, in pro- 
ceſs of time, things might take a different 
turn: —a long and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 
their liberties, might blunt the ſenſe of thoſe 
previdences of Gon, which had procured 
them, and ſet the remembrance of all his mer- 
cies at too great a diſtance from their hearts. 
After they had, for ſome years, been eaſed of 
every real burden, an exceſs of freedom might 
make them. reſtleſs under every imaginary one, 
and, amongſt others, that of their religion :— 
from thence, they might ſeck occaſion to in- 
quire into the foundation and fitneſs of its ce- 
remames, its ſtatutes, and its judgments. 

They might aſlc, What meant. fo many 
commands, in matters, which, to them, ap- 
= 5 3 
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peared indifferent in their own natures 
What policy, in ordaining them ?—and, What 
obligation could there ly upon reaſonable Crea- 
tures, to comply with a multitude of ſuch 
unaccountable injunctions, ſo unworthy the 
wiſdom God ? 
 Hereafter, poſſibly, they might go farther 
lengths ;—and, though their natural bent was 
generally towards ſuperſtition, yet, ſome ad- 
venturers, as is ever the caſe, might ſteer for 
the. oppoſite coaſt, and, as they advanced, 
might diſcover, that all religions, of what 
denominations or complexious ſoever, were a- 
like: —that the religion of their own country, 
in particular, was à contrivance of the Prieſts 
and Levites a phantom, dreſſed out in a 
terrifying garb of their own making, to kerp 
weak minds in fear: — that its rites and cerc- 
montes, and numberleſs injunctions, were io 
many different wheels in the fame political en- 
gine, put in no doubt, to amuſe the ignorant, 
and keep them in fuch' a ſtate of darkneſs as 
clerical juggling requires. | | 
That as for the moral part of it,—though 
it was unexceptionable in itſelf, yet it was a 
piece of intelligence they did not ſtand in 
want of men had natural reaſon always to 
have found it out, and wiſdom to have prac- 
tiſed it, without Moſes's afſiſtance. 
| Nay, poſſibly, in proceſs of time, they 
might arrive at greater improvements in reli- 
gious controverſy when they had given 
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their ſyſtem of infidelity all the ſtrength it 
could admit of from reafon, they might begin 
to embelliſh it with ſome more ſprightly con- 
ceits and turns of ridicule, 

Some wanton Ifraclite, when he had eaten, 
and was full, might give free ſcope and in- 
dulgence to this talent: as arguments and 
ſober reaſoning failed, he might turn the edge 
of his wit againſt types and fymbols, and 
treat all the myſteries of his religion, and 
every thing that could be ſaid upon ſo ferious 
a ſubject, with raillery and mirth: he might 
give vent to a world of pleaſantry upon many 
ſacred paſſages of his law :—he might banter 
the golden calf, or the brazen ferpent, with 
great courage,—and confound himſelf in the 
diſtinctions of clean and unclean beafts, by 
the deſperate ſallies of his wit againſt them. 

He could but poſſibly take one ſtep farther 
When the land which flowed with milk and 
honey, kad quite worn out the impreffions of 
his yoke, and bleſſings began to multiply up- 
on his hands, he might draw this curious con- 
eluſion, — That there was no Being who was 
the author and beſtower of them, —but that 
it was their own arm, and the mightineſs of 
Iraclitifh ftrength, which had put them, and 
kept them, in poſſeſſion of ſo much happi- 
_ nels. 

O Moſes! how would thy meek and pa- 
tient ſpirit have been put to the torture by 
fuch a return —If a propenſity towards {+ 
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perſtition in the Iſraelites, aid once betray 
thee into an exceſs of anger, that thou threw- 
eſt the two tables out of thy hands, which 
Gop had wrote, and careleſsly hazardedſt the 
whole treaſure of the world, —with what in- 
dignation, and honeſt anguith, wouldſt thou 
have heard the ſcoffings of thoſe who denied 
the hand which brought them forth, and laid, 


Who is Gov, that we ſhould obey his voice? 


With what force and vivacity wouldſt thou 
have reproached them with the hiftory of their 
own nation ?— That, if too free an enjoyment 
of Gop's bleſſings, had made them forget to 
Jook backwards, it was neceſlary to remind 
them, that their forefathers were Pharaoh's 


bondſmen in Egypt, without proſpect of de- 
Iiverance :—that the chains of their captivity 


had been fixed and rivetted by a ſucceſſion of 
four hundred and thirty years, without the 
interruption of one ſtruggle for their liberty: 


—that after the expiration of that hopeleſs 


period, when no natural means favoured the 
event, they were ſnatched, almoſt againſt their 
own wills, out of the hands of their oppreſ- 
ſors, and led, through an ocean of dangers, 


to the poſſeſſion of a land of plenty :—that | 


this change in their affairs, was not the pro- 


duce of chance or fortune, or was it project- 


ed or executed by any achievement or plan of 
human device, which might ſoon again be de- 
feated by ſuperior ſtrength or policy from 
without, or from force of accidents from 
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within, — from change of circumftances, hu- 
mours and paſſions of men, all which general- 
ly had a ſway in the riſe and fall of kingdoms, 
— that all was brought about by the 


power and goodneſs of Gop, who faw and 
pitied the afflictions of a diſtreſſed people, 


and, by a chain of great and mighty deliver- 
ances, ſet them free from the your of ae, 
fon. | 

That auer that miicaculous Ape, a ſeries 
of ſucceſſes, not ts be accounted for by ſe- 
cond cauſes, and the natural courſe of events, 
had demonſtrated not only Gos providence 
in general, but his particular providence and 
attachment to them; that nations, greater 
and mightier than they, were driven out be- 
fore them, and their lands Se to them for 
an everlaſting poſſeſſion, + 

This was what they ſhould teach their chil 
dren; and their children's children after them. 
Happy generations, for whom fo joyful a 
leſſon was prepared !-—happy indeed! had ye 
at all times known to have made the uſe of 
it, to which Moſes continually exhorted, of 
drawing nigh unto God with all 2 "Deane, 
who had been ſo nigh unto j 
And here let us drop the argument, as it 


reſpects the Jews, and for a moment turn it 


towards ourſelves; the preſent occaſion, and 
the recolle&ion which is natural upon it, of 
the many other parts of this complicated bleſ- 
fing vouchſafed to us fince' we became a na- 
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tion, -making 1t hard to defiit from fy as 
application. 

I begin with the firſt in ends: of Be, as 
well as the greateſt of national deliverances,— 
our deliverance. from. darkneſs and idolatry, 
by the conveyance of the light which Chriſ- 
tianity brought with it iuto Britain, ſo early 
us in the lifetime of the apoſtles chemſelrea.— 
or, at fartheſt, not many ve ſtor their 
enthe molly 

Though Ss might nee Sls « convey- 
ed and offered to us in common with other 
parts of the world, yet, when you reflect up- 
on this as a remote corner of the earth, in 
reſpect of Judea; its ſituation and inacceſſi- 
bleneſe as an illand; ; the little that was then 
known of navigation, or carried on of com- 
merce; the large tract of land which to this 
day remains unhallowed with. tbe. name of 


Chalsr, and almoſt i in the neighbourhood of 


where the . firſt, glad tidings of him were 
ſounded :—one cannot but adore the goodneſs 


of Gon, and remark a more particular pro- 


vidence in its conveyance and eitabliſkment 
here, than amongſt other nations upon the 
continent, here, though the oppoſitions 
from error and prejudice: were equal, it had 
not theſe natural impediments to encounter. 
Hiſtorians and ſtateſmen, who generally 
ſearch every where for the cauſes of events, 
but in the pleaſure of Him who diſpoſes of 


them, may make different reſlections upon 
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this. They may conſider it is a matter inci- 
dental, brought to paſs by the fortuitous am- 
Lition, ſucceſs and ſettlement of the Romans 
here ; it appearing, that, in Claudius's reign, 
when Chriſtianity began to get footing in 
Rome, near eighty thonſand of that city 
and people were fixed in this ifland.; as this 
made a free communication” betwixt the two 
places, the way for the goſpel was 1n courſe 
open, and its tranſition from the one to the 
other, natural and eaſy to be accounted for 
and yet, nevertheleſs, providential. Gop of- 
ten ſuffers us to purſue the devices of our 
hearts, whilit he turns the courſe. of them, 
like the rivers of waters, to bountiful pur- 


poſes. Thus, he might make that purſuit 


of glory inherent in the Romans, the engine 
to advance his own, and eſtabliſh it here: he 
might make the wickedneſs of the earth to 
work his own righteoufneſs, by ſuffering them 
to wander a while beyond their proper bounds, 
till his purpoſes were fulfilled,” and then put bis 
hook into their noſtrils, and lead thoſe wild 
beaſts of prey back again into their own land. 
Next to this bleſſing of the light of the 
goſpel, we muſt not forget that by which it 
was preſerved from the danger of being to- 
tally ſmothered and extinguiſhed; by that 
vaſt ſwarm of barbarous nations, which came 
down upon us from the north, and ſhook the 
world like a tempeſt; changing names and 
cuſtoms, and language and government, and 
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almoſt the very face of nature, wherever they 

fixed. 'That our religion ſhould be preſerved 
at all, when every thing elſe ſeemed to pe- 
riſn, which was capable of change,—or, that 
it ſhould not be hurt under that mighty weight 
of ruins, beyond the recovery of its former 
beauty and ftrength,—the whole can be a- 
ſeribed to no cauſe ſo likely as this, That the 
ſame power of God which ſent it forth, was 
preſent to ſupport it, when the whole frame 
of other things gave way. | | 

Next in degree to this mercy of preſerving 
Chriſtianity from an utter extinction, we muſt 
reckon that of being enabled to preſerve, and 
free it from corruptions, which the ruſt of 
time, the abuſes of men, and the natural ten- 
dency of all things to degeneracy, which are 
truſted to them, had from time to time in- 
troduced into it. | ” 

Since the day in which this reformation 
was begun, by how many ſtrange and cnti- 
cal turns has it been perfected and handed 
down, if not entirely without ſpot or wrinkle, 
at leaſt, without great blotches or marks of 
anility! wt ne 5 | N 

Even the blaw which was ſuffered to fall 
upon it ſhortly after, in that period where 
our hiftory looks ſo unlike herſelf, —ftained, 
Mary, by thee! and disfigured with blood; 
can one feflect upon it, withopt adoring 
the Providence of God, which ſo ſpeedily 
ſnatched the ſword of perſecution out of hex 
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hand, making her reign as ſhort as it was 
mercileſs ? 


If Gop then made us, as he did the Iſrael- 


ites, ſuck honey out of the rock, and oil out 
of the flinty rock, —how much more fignal 


was his mercy in giving them to us without 


money, without price, in thoſe good days 
which followed, when a long and a wiſe reign 
was as neceſſary to build up our church, as a 
ſhort one was before to ſave it from ruins !— 

— The bleſſing was neceſſary — 

—and it was granted— _. 
Gop having multiplied the years of that re- 
nowned princeſs to an uncommon number, 
giving her time, as well as a heart, to fix a 
wavering perſecuted people, and fettle them 
upon ſuch a foundation as muſt make them 
happy; the touchſtone by which they are to 
be tried, whom Gop has entruſted with the 


care of kingdoms. 


Bleſſed be thy glorious name for ever and 


ever, in making that teſt o much eaſier for 
the Britiſh, than other princes of this earth; 
whoſe ſubjeQs, whatever other changes they 
have felt, have ſeldom mir upon that of 
changing their miſery, and, it is to be feared, 


are never likely, ſo long as th y are kept ſo- 
| Rrongly bound in chains of darkneſs, —and 


chains of power. 
From both theſe kinds of 3 * are 
almoſt naturally connected together, how pro- 
vidential was our eſcape in the ſuceeeding 


Vol. J. | Cc 
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reign, when all the choice blood was beſpoke, 
and preparations made to offer it up at one 
facrifice! | 3 OOO fs, 
I would not intermix the horrors of that 
black projected feſtival with the glories of 
this, or name the ſorrows of the next reign, 
which ended in the ſubverſion of our conſtitu- 
tion, was it not neceſſary to purſue the thread 
of our deliverances through thoſe times, and 
remark how nigh Goy's Providence was to 
us in them both, by protecting us from the 
one, in as ſignal a manner as he reſtored us 
from the other. J 30 $6540). 
Indeed, the latter of them might hive been 
a joyleſs matter of remembrance 'to-us!at- this 
day, had it not been eonfirmed a bleſſing, by 
a ſucceeding eſcape, which ſealed and convey- 
ed it ſafe down to us: whether it was to cor- 
rect an undue ſenſe of former bleſſinge, or 
to teach us to refle& upon the number and 
value of them, by threatening us with the 
deprivation of them, — we were ſuffered, how - 
ever, to 1 the edge of a precipice, 
where, if Gob had not raiſed up a deliverer 
to lead us'back—all had been loft :;—the ar:s 
of Jeſuitry had decoyed us forwards, or, if 
that had failed, we had been puſhed down by 
open force, nd dur deſtruction had been in- 
m_—e - ĩ v 
The good conſequences of that. deliverance 
are ſuch, that it ſeemed as if God had ſuf - 
fered dur waters, like thoſe of Betheſda, to 
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be troubled, to make them afterwards more 
healing to us; ſince to the account of that 
day's 1 leſſing, we charge the enjoyment of 
every thing ſince, worth a free man's living 
for ;—the revival of our liberty, our religion ; ; 
the juſt rights of our kings, —and the juſt 
rights of our people ;—and, along with all; 
that happy proviſion for their- continuance, 
for which we are returning” thanks to Gon 
this dax. 

Li us do it, I beſeech you; inthe way 
which becomes wiſe men, by purſuing the in- 
tentions of his bleſſings, and making a better 
nie of them than our forefathers, who ſome- 
times ſeemed to grow. weary of fheir own 
happineſs::t=Jet us rather thank God for the 
good land whieh he has given us; and when 
we begin to proſper in: it; and have built 
goodly houſes, and dwelt therein, —and when. 
bur ſilver and our gold is multiplied, and: alt 
that we have is: multiplied, let the inſtances 
of our virtue and benevolente be multiplied 
with them, „that the great and mighty Gop, 
who is righteous in all his waypand: holy in 

all his werks, may, in the laſted account 
ing with us, judge us e © "the. nie 
we have received. 


In vain are days der apart 10 e fac. 
ceſsful occurrences, unleſs they influence a na- 
tion's morals.— A finful people never can be 
e to Go, — nor can they, properly 
peakmy, be loyal to their prinee: they 
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cannot be grateful to the one,—becauſe they 
live not under a ſenſe of his mercies ;—nor 
can they be loyal to the other, becauſe they 
diſengage the Providence of Gop from takin 


his part,—and then giving a heart to his ad- 


verſarics to be intracable.— 


Aud therefore, what was ſaid by ſome one, 


That every fin was a treaſon againſt the ſoul, 
may be applied here, — That every wicked 
man is a traitor to his king and his country. 
And, whatever ftateſmen may write of the 
cauſes of the riſe and fall of nations; for the 
contrary reaſons, a good man will ever be 
found to be the beſt patriot, and the beſt ſub- 
jet. And though an individual may ſay, 
What cat. my righteouſneſs profit a nation-of 
men? it may be anſwered, That if it ſhould 
fail of a bleſſing here,—it will have one ad- 
vantage, at leaf, which is this, 


t will fave thy own ſoul; which, may 
ow grant, Amen, 


END OF YOLUME FIRST, . 


— 


